Feeding Your Soul
P a r a g r a p h

Observation
1

W hat Do I See?

Mark up the paragraph below with colors
and symbols about what you notice.
4 For if God did not spare angels
when they sinned, but cast them
into hell and committed them
to pits of darkness, reserved for
judgment;5 and did not spare
the ancient world, but preserved
Noah, a preacher of righteousness,
with seven others, when He
brought a flood upon the world
of the ungodly; 6 and if He
condemned the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah to destruction by
reducing them to ashes, having
made them an example to those
who would live ungodly lives

2

S t u d y

Ideas for mark-up

thereafter; 7 and if He rescued
righteous Lot, oppressed by the
sensual conduct of unprincipled
men 8 (for by what he saw and
heard that righteous man, while
living among them, felt his
righteous soul tormented day
after day by their lawless deeds),
9 then the Lord knows how to
rescue the godly from temptation,
and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment for the day of
judgment, 10 and especially those
who indulge the flesh in its corrupt
desires and despise authority.

Write what you learned about the
Father, Son, and/or Holy Spirit.

3

•

1

2 Peter
2:4-10a
GQ

•

•

God

•

Jesus Christ

•

Holy Spirit

•

Repeated Words/
Ideas/Subjects

•

Commands
(e.g., put aside, pray
without ceasing, etc.)

•

Lists
(e.g., characteristics,
sins, promises, etc.)

•

Connecting words
(e.g., for, yet, therefore,
nor/or, but, so, and)

•

Actions/Verbs

•

Comparisons
(e.g., like or as)

•

Contrasts
(e.g., light or dark)

•

Warnings or Promises

What did you learn about what you marked up?
Write any questions you have about this text.
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Interpretation
4

S T U D Y

2 Peter
2:4-10a
GQ

W hat Does It Mean?

Compare translations highlighting any major differences in word choices.
NASB

ESV

NIV

4 For if God did not spare angels
when they sinned, but cast them
into hell and committed them
to pits of darkness, reserved
for judgment;5 and did not
spare the ancient world, but
preserved Noah, a preacher of
righteousness, with seven others,
when He brought a flood upon
the world of the ungodly; 6
and if He condemned the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah to
destruction by reducing them
to ashes, having made them an
example to those who would
live ungodly lives thereafter;
7 and if He rescued righteous
Lot, oppressed by the sensual
conduct of unprincipled men
8 (for by what he saw and
heard that righteous man,
while living among them, felt
his righteous soul tormented
day after day by their lawless
deeds), 9 then the Lord knows
how to rescue the godly from
temptation, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment
for the day of judgment, 10
and especially those who
indulge the flesh in its corrupt
desires and despise authority.

4 For if God did not spare angels
when they sinned, but cast them
into hell and committed them
to chains[of gloomy darkness
to be kept until the judgment; 5
if he did not spare the ancient
world, but preserved Noah, a
herald of righteousness, with
seven others, when he brought
a flood upon the world of the
ungodly; 6 if by turning the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
to ashes he condemned them
to extinction, making them an
example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly; 7 and
if he rescued righteous Lot,
greatly distressed by the sensual
conduct of the wicked 8 (for as
that righteous man lived among
them day after day, he was
tormenting his righteous soul
over their lawless deeds that
he saw and heard); 9 then the
Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from trials, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment
until the day of judgment,
10 and especially those who
indulge in the lust of defiling
passion and despise authority.

4 For if God did not spare
angels when they sinned, but
sent them to hell, putting them
in chains of darkness to be held
for judgment; 5 if he did not
spare the ancient world when he
brought the flood on its ungodly
people, but protected Noah,
a preacher of righteousness,
and seven others; 6 if he
condemned the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah by burning them
to ashes, and made them an
example of what is going to
happen to the ungodly; 7 and
if he rescued Lot, a righteous
man, who was distressed by the
depraved conduct of the lawless
8 (for that righteous man, living
among them day after day, was
tormented in his righteous soul
by the lawless deeds he saw and
heard)— 9 if this is so, then the
Lord knows how to rescue the
godly from trials and to hold
the unrighteous for punishment
on the day of judgment. 10 This
is especially true of those who
follow the corrupt desire of the
flesh and despise authority.
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Interpretation

S T U D Y

W hat Does It Mean?

2 Peter
2:4-10a
GQ

1. Peter Makes refferences to two Old Testament stories. Summarize each story and note how they are examples
of God’s punishment and preservation.
a. Noah: Genisis 5

b. Sodom and Gomorrah: Genisis 19

This guided question isused with permission from Scripture Paths Bible Studies on 2
Peter by Lisa Hughes. For the full study visit www.scripturepaths.com.

9. Why does Peter take the time to give examples of punishment and preservation in verses 4-9? What
point is he trying to make to his readers? How is that encouraging for you?

•
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Application
12

S T U D Y

W hat Does It Mean for Me?

Based on the principles you discovered in this passage, in what ways can you
express love to God and to your neighbor? What truths must you personalize?

E xamples
P romises
I dentity
C ommands
S ins to Avoid

2 Peter
2:4-10a
GQ

A re there any p os itive ex amples to fol l ow or negative ones to avo i d ?
A re there any promi ses on w hich to meditate?
A re there any verses that remind me of w ho I am in Chr i st?
A re there any command s to fol l ow ?
A re there any s ins to avoid ?

Examples

Promises

Identity

Commands

Sins to
Avoid

•
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Implementation
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S T U D Y

W hat Steps Do I
N e e d t o Ta k e ?

2 Peter
2:4-10a
GQ

Write at least one step you will take in order to apply what you have learned.

Consultation W h a t

Tr u t h s D i d O t h e r s F i n d i n
This Passage?

14

Write down anything you learned from a commentary you read or sermon you enjoyed.
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