Acts 3 - Lesson 4
1. Summary of Events: Write down the location, specific witnesses and what
happened in each scene of this chapter.

Scene Passage
3.1

3:1-10

3.2

3:11-26

Location

Who are the
witnesses?

What happened? What power
ower was received and
how were these people witnesses of Christ?

How do these events relate to the overall theme of the book?
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Acts 3
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer. 2 And a man who
had been lame from his mother’s womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down every
day at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were
w
entering
the temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began asking to receive
alms.4 But Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze on him and said, “Look at us!” 5 And he began to give
them his attention, expecting to receive ssomething from them. 6 But Peter said, “I do not possess silver
and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!”
walk!” 7 And
seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were
strengthened. 8 With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them,
walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God; 10 and they
were taking note of him as being the one who used tto sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple
to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
11

While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at the so-called
so
portico of

Solomon, full of amazement. 12 But when Peter saw this,, he replied to the people, “Men of Israel, why
are you amazed at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the
one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
Him. 14 But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to
you, 15 but put to death the Princee of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we
are witnesses. 16 And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened
this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect
health in the presence of you all.
17

“And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 But the things

which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has
ha
thus fulfilled. 19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed
for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke
by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. 22 Moses said, ‘THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A
PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED to everything He says to you.

23

And it will

be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the
people.’24 And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward, also
announced these days. 25 It is you who aare the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘‘AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE
BLESSED.’

26

For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one
o of

you from your wicked ways.”
2

2.. Take a moment to write out our memory verse for this week: Acts 1:7-8.

3. Read through Chapter 3 and underline each time you see a reference to God and Jesus.
Write what you learn about them from this chapter
chapter. The HOLY SPIRIT is also a key
k theme, so
your observations will be noted in the next question.
God:

Jesus:

4. Highlight/mark key words
ords and write down what you learn about them and how they
continue to express the theme of Acts.
HOLY SPIRIT-

POWER-

WITNESSES-

3

5. What do you learn about the lame man in Acts 3? (also see Acts 4:22)

6. What do you notice about Peter and John’s interaction with the lame man concerning his
physical and spiritual needs.. Because this text is a historical narrative, we must be careful to
note what is descriptive (what
what details are given about the story
story)) and prescriptive (what is
commanded in the text).. However, we can learn much from Jesus and the disciples’
disciples example
about how to conduct a biblical
iblical mercy mini
ministry.
•

How do Peter and John care for the lame man’s physical and spiritual condition? What
principles might we glean from this account in Acts 3?

•

Are there situations where you can meet someone’s physical need, but ultimately help
their soul? In what ways are you prepared to help those in need? How can you include
your children in this?

*If
If you have questions about whether or not this gift of healing has ceased, you can listen to
the following sermon by John Mac
MacArthur: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CkRgP-ikUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CkRgP

7.. In the book of Acts, signs and wonders are performed to point to the message of Christ. This
is also true in Chapter 3. What is the crowd’s response to the man being healed? How does
this ultimately lead them to Christ? (Acts 1:1-12)
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8.. How is God’s promise to Israel in Isaiah 35 fulfilled in Acts 3?

9.. Each time a sermon is given in the book of Acts, it is marked with a box around it. While the
message of the gospell is the same, the people to whom the Apostles/disciples are preaching
have different backgrounds. However, we must understand that everyone who has been born
of the Spirit must understand these four essential elements in order to be saved:
Sovereign: God alone is the all powerful, holy, creator king who must be obeyed
(Genesis 1:1; Psalm 24:1--2; 1 Peter 1:16; Isaiah 44:6; and Daniel 4:34b-35)
35)
Sinner: All have rebelled against God, deserving the eternal punishment of hell.
(Romans 3:10-12; Isaiah 53:6; 1 John 3:4; Romans 6:23; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9)
Savior: Jesus Christ (the Messiah), the Lord will judge His enemies and save His friends
through His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. (Mark 1:21; Luke 2:11; 1
Peter 2:24; I Corinthians 15:3-4; Acts 4:12; and John 14:6)
Summons: You must repent from your sin and believe in Christ to be saved. (John 3:16;
Mark 1:14-15;
15; Acts 17:30
17:30-31; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9; and Titus 3:5)
Each sermon in Acts is tailored by the wisdom of the Hol
Holyy Spirit to emphasize certain aspects of
these four elements of the gospel depending on the audience.
◊

Who is the audience?

◊

In this Jewish gospel
ospel presentat
presentation, which prophets were quoted? Which ones are
quoted in this sermon and what is significant about them?
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◊

What is said about Sovereign
Sovereign?

◊

What is said about Sinner
Sinner?

◊

What is said about Savior
Savior?

◊

What is said about Summon
Summons?

10.. Continue to pray for the 5 people with whom you wish to share the gospel. Make this part
of your daily devotional prayer. Also, pray this prayer with your children at some point each
day.
List these souls below. Place a check next to each time you have prayed for them this week.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6

11.. We can use the acronyms EPICS to help us look for specific ways to apply the text.
Examples to follow:

Promises to expect:

Identity reminders:

Commands to follow:

Sins to forsake:
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