Feeding Your Soul
P a r a g r a p h

Observation
1

2 Peter
3:14-18

W hat Do I See?

Mark up the paragraph below with colors
and symbols about what you notice.
14 Therefore, beloved, since you
look for these things, be diligent
to be found by Him in peace,
spotless and blameless, 15 and
regard the patience of our Lord
as salvation; just as also our
beloved brother Paul, according
to the wisdom given him, wrote
to you, 16 as also in all his letters,
speaking in them of these things,
in which are some things hard to
understand, which the untaught
and unstable distort, as they do

2

S t u d y

Ideas for mark-up

also the rest of the Scriptures,
to their own destruction. 17 You
therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, be on your guard
so that you are not carried away
by the error of unprincipled
men and fall from your own
steadfastness, 18 but grow in
the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory, both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen.

Write what you learned about the
Father, Son, and/or Holy Spirit.

3

•

1

•

•

God

•

Jesus Christ

•

Holy Spirit

•

Repeated Words/
Ideas/Subjects

•

Commands 		
(e.g., put aside, pray
without ceasing, etc.)

•

Lists 		
(e.g., characteristics,
sins, promises, etc.)

•

Connecting words
(e.g., for, yet, therefore,
nor/or, but, so, and)

•

Actions/Verbs

•

Comparisons
(e.g., like or as)

•

Contrasts 		
(e.g., light or dark)

•

Warnings or Promises

What did you learn about what you marked up?
Write any questions you have about this text.

P A R A G R A P H

Interpretation
4

S T U D Y

2 Peter
3:14-18

W hat Does It Mean?

Compare translations highlighting any major differences in word choices.
NASB

ESV

NIV

14 Therefore, beloved, since
you look for these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in
peace, spotless and blameless,
15 and regard the patience
of our Lord as salvation; just
as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom
given him, wrote to you, 16 as
also in all his letters, speaking
in them of these things, in
which are some things hard to
understand, which the untaught
and unstable distort, as they do
also the rest of the Scriptures,
to their own destruction. 17 You
therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, be on your guard
so that you are not carried away
by the error of unprincipled
men and fall from your own
steadfastness, 18 but grow in
the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory, both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen.

14 Therefore, beloved, since you
are waiting for these, be diligent
to be found by him without spot
or blemish, and at peace. 15
And count the patience of our
Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote
to you according to the wisdom
given him, 16 as he does in all
his letters when he speaks in
them of these matters. There
are some things in them that are
hard to understand, which the
ignorant and unstable twist to
their own destruction, as they
do the other Scriptures. 17 You
therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, take care that you
are not carried away with the
error of lawless people and lose
your own stability. 18 But grow
in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now
and to the day of eternity. Amen.

14 So then, dear friends, since
you are looking forward to this,
make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace
with him.15 Bear in mind that
our Lord’s patience means
salvation, just as our dear brother
Paul also wrote you with the
wisdom that God gave him.16
He writes the same way in all
his letters, speaking in them of
these matters. His letters contain
some things that are hard to
understand, which ignorant
and unstable people distort, as
they do the other Scriptures,
to their own destruction.

•

2

•

17 Therefore, dear friends, since
you have been forewarned, be
on your guard so that you may
not be carried away by the error
of the lawless and fall from your
secure position. 18 But grow
in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both
now and forever! Amen.

P A R A G R A P H

Interpretation

S T U D Y

W hat Does It Mean?

5

In what way(s) did your understanding of the paragraph grow after reading
all three translations?

6

Define any words with which you are unfamiliar or unclear from the translations.
Word

Strong’s #

Definition

•

3

•

2 Peter
3:14-18

P A R A G R A P H

7

S T U D Y

In your own words, summarize the paragraph using the main idea(s)that were
communicated. Optional: Make a diagram of how the phrases and clauses in this
paragraph relate.

2 Peter
3:14-18

S u m m a r y :

8

Why did the author write this paragraph in this particular place in the book? How does it relate to
the previous paragraph(s)?

•

4

•

P A R A G R A P H

S T U D Y

2 Peter
3:14-18

9

What are the principle(s) you learned that are not only true for the original
audience, but also for believers today?

10

Are there any Old Testament references? If so, read the Old Testament passage and write why you
think the author used it in this paragraph.

11

Do any of the topics/themes in this passage make you think of other passages in the Bible that talk
about the same things? If so, write them below.

•

5

•

P A R A G R A P H

Application
12

S T U D Y

W hat Does It Mean for Me?

Based on the principles you discovered in this passage, in what ways can you
express love to God and to your neighbor? What truths must you personalize?

E xamples
P romises
I dentity
C ommands
S ins to Avoid

2 Peter
3:14-18

A re there any p os i tive ex amp l es to fo l l ow o r negati ve o nes to avo id ?
A re there any p ro mi ses o n w hich to meditate?
A re there any verses that remi nd me o f w h o I am in Chr i st?
A re there any co mmand s to fo l l ow ?
A re there any s ins to avo id ?

Examples

Promises

Identity

Commands

Sins to
Avoid

•

6

•

P A R A G R A P H

Implementation
13

S T U D Y

W hat Steps Do I
N e e d t o Ta k e ?

2 Peter
3:14-18

Write at least one step you will take in order to apply what you have learned.

Consultation W h a t

Tr u t h s D i d O t h e r s F i n d i n
This Passage?

14

Write down anything you learned from a commentary you read or sermon you enjoyed.

•

7

•

