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MAJOR PROPHETIC EVENTS STILL TO COME
God’s Plan for Our Future
Lesson # 3
W hen studying prophecy one of the confusing things is to get all the future events in order in your m ind. It
is for this reason that this lesson will focus on the m ajor prophetic events still to be fulfilled. The events will be
addressed in chronological order. Three of the m ost prom inent future events i.e., the rapture, the m illennium and
the Day of the Lord will be addressed separately and in m ore detail in lessons to com e.

I.

THINGS ARE GOING TO GET W ORSE IN THE CHURCH AGE
The Bible teaches that one of the signs of the end tim es will be escalating ungodliness. It is true that since
the tim e of Christ history has seen both good and bad tim es. Think of the great prosperity the church had
im m ediately after Pentecost, but then not too long afterwards the church entered into a sustained period of
persecution. After that Em peror Constantine m ade Christianity the official religion and again the church
had peace, but false doctrine and the dark ages plunged the church into hard tim es again.The reform ation
led to periods of prosperity. Our country is one such exam ple as our constitution and judicial system are
based on the W ord of God. Though our country is becom ing increasingly m ore pagan, God could cause a
huge revival in Am erica and around the world and not com e back for another five hundred years. But it is
clear that the days im m ediately preceding the tribulation and second com ing will be days of great evil.
A.

Mt. 24:3-14 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples cam e to Him privately, saying,
“Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your com ing, and of the end
of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered and said to them , “See to it that no one m isleads you. 5 “For
m any will com e in My nam e, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will m islead m any. 6 “You will be
hearing of wars and rum ors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things m ust take
place, but that is not yet the end. 7 “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom , and in various places there will be fam ines and earthquakes. 8 “But all these things are
m erely the beginning of birth pangs. 9 “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you,
and you will be hated by all nations because of My nam e. 10 “At that tim e m any will fall away and
will betray one another and hate one another. 11 “Many false prophets will arise and will m islead
m any. 12 “Because lawlessness is increased, m ost people’s love will grow cold. 13 “But the one
who endures to the end, he will be saved. 14 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the
whole world as a testim ony to all the nations, and then the end will com e.

B.

II Thess. 2:1-7 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the com ing of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to Him , 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your com posure or be
disturbed either by a spirit or a m essage or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the
Lord has com e. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not com e unless the apostasy
com es first, and the m an of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and
exalts him self above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
tem ple of God, displaying him self as being God. 5 Do you not rem em ber that while I was still with
you, I was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his tim e he
will be revealed. 7 For the m ystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains
will do so until he is taken out of the way.

C.

I Tim . 4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later tim es som e will fall away from the faith,
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of dem ons, 2 by m eans of the hypocrisy of liars
seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3 m en who forbid m arriage and advocate
abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and
know the truth.

D.

II Tim . 3:1-13 But realize this, that in the last days difficult tim es will com e. 2 For m en will be
lovers of self, lovers of m oney, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, m alicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form
of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such m en as these. 6 For am ong them
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are those who enter into households and captivate weak wom en weighed down with sins, led on
by various im pulses, 7 always learning and never able to com e to the knowledge of the truth. 8
Just as Jannes and Jam bres opposed Moses, so these m en also oppose the truth, m en of
depraved m ind, rejected in regard to the faith. 9 But they will not m ake further progress; for their
folly will be obvious to all, just as Jannes’s and Jam bres’s folly was also. 10 Now you followed m y
teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, and sufferings,
such as happened to m e at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and
out of them all the Lord rescued m e! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. 13 But evil m en and im postors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being
deceived.

II.

E.

From the Scriptures above what specific things will the earth be like im m ediately before the
tribulation?

F.

Are we seeing these things today? W hat does this m ean?

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH AND RESURRECTION OF BELIEVERS PAST
There are actually four views of the rapture am ong those who believe that Christ will return to set up His
kingdom on earth and reign for a thousand years. W e will address these views in a future lesson but for
now we present what is called the pretribulational view of the rapture, the view that believes the rapture will
occur im m ediately before the tribulation. The rapture is unique in that it includes both the glorification of
believers still alive on earth and the resurrection of believers who have already died from ages past. Those
believers resurrected from the dead at the rapture are those who are described as participating in “the first
resurrection.” The first resurrection happens in several stages. All believers who have died before the
rapture will participate in the first stage of the first resurrection. All believers who die or are m artyred
during the tribulation will be resurrected at the second com ing of Christ and they will participate in the
second phase of the first resurrection.

A.

First resurrection of believers
1.

Dan 12:2 “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to
everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contem pt.

2.

Luke 14:13-14 “But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lam e, the
blind, 14 and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

3.

John 5:25, 28-29 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is com ing and now is, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. . . 28 “Do not m arvel at
this; for an hour is com ing, in which all who are in the tom bs will hear His voice, 29 and
will com e forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who
com m itted the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgm ent.

4.

Rev. 20:4-6 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them , and judgm ent was given to them .
And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testim ony of Jesus
and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his
im age, and had not received the m ark on their forehead and on their hand; and they
cam e to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not
com e to life until the thousand years were com pleted. This is the first resurrection. 6
Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him
for a thousand years.
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B.

III.

Rapture texts
1.

I Cor. 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a m ystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed, 52 in a m om ent, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trum pet; for the trum pet
will sound, and the dead will be raised im perishable, and we will be changed.

2.

I Thess. 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninform ed, brethren, about those who are
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen
asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive
and rem ain until the com ing of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16
For the Lord Him self will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trum pet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we
who are alive and rem ain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to m eet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore com fort one another
with these words.

C.

W hat needs to happen before the Church and true believers are raptured?

D.

W hat do you think will be the consequence of believers being raptured from the earth?

THE SEVEN YEAR TRIBULATION OR DANIEL’S SEVENTIETH W EEK BEGINS
After the rapture of the church the earth will be thrown into som e confusion, but probably not as m uch as
we m ight expect. Most of those who call them selves Christians are not believers. And so the world and
m any who call them selves Christians but are not will reject the notion that the rapture has occurred. After
all, it couldn’t be true because look at how m any Christians are still alive on earth. Som e, no doubt, will
realize what has happened, repent, and becom e tribulation saints. Others will continue on in their delusion
and either go apostate or becom e part of the harlot church prophesied in the book of Revelation (Rev.
17:1-16; 19:2). Yet the tribulation is referred to in m any ways in Scripture. Below are som e of the various
ways the tribulation is described.
A.

Time of Jacob’s Trouble
1.

B.

Jer. 30:5-7 “For thus says the Lord, ‘I have heard a sound of terror, Of dread, and there is
no peace. 6 ‘Ask now, and see If a m ale can give birth. W hy do I see every m an W ith his
hands on his loins, as a wom an in childbirth? And why have all faces turned pale? 7 ‘Alas!
for that day is great, There is none like it; And it is the tim e of Jacob’s distress, But he will
be saved from it.

Daniel’s Seventieth W eek
1.

Dan. 9:24-27 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to
finish the transgression, to m ake an end of sin, to m ake atonem ent for iniquity, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the m ost holy
place. 25 “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two
weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and m oat, even in tim es of distress. 26 “Then after
the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the
prince who is to com e will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will com e with a
flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determ ined. 27 “And he will m ake
a firm covenant with the m any for one week, but in the m iddle of the week he will put a
stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abom inations will com e one who
m akes desolate, even until a com plete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on
the one who m akes desolate.”
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2.

C.

D.

Mt. 24:15-21 “Therefore when you see the abom ination of desolation which was spoken
of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16
then those who are in Judea m ust flee to the m ountains. 17 “W hoever is on the housetop
m ust not go down to get the things out that are in his house. 18 “W hoever is in the field
m ust not turn back to get his cloak. 19 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those
who are nursing babies in those days! 20 “But pray that your flight will not be in the winter,
or on a Sabbath. 21 “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred
since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.

The Time of Tribulation or the Time of Distress
1.

Dan. 12:1 “Now at that tim e Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of
your people, will arise. And there will be a tim e of distress such as never occurred since
there was a nation until that tim e; and at that tim e your people, everyone who is found
written in the book, will be rescued.

2.

Mark 13:19 “For those days will be a tim e of tribulation such as has not occurred since the
beginning of the creation which God created until now, and never will.

The Tribulation Being Seven Years Is Often Referred to in Three and a Half Year
Increm ents in Order to Explain Certain Events W hich Occur During That Tim e
1.

Tim e, Tim es and half a tim e
a.

2.

M iddle of the w eek
a.

3.

4.

Dan. 7:25 ‘He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of
the Highest One, and he will intend to m ake alterations in tim es and in law; and
they will be given into his hand for a tim e, tim es, and half a tim e.

Dan. 9:27 “And he will m ake a firm covenant with the m any for one week, but in
the m iddle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the
wing of abom inations will com e one who m akes desolate, even until a com plete
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who m akes desolate.”

Forty-tw o M onths
a.

Rev. 11:2 “Leave out the court which is outside the tem ple and do not m easure it,
for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for
forty-two m onths.

b.

Rev. 13:5 There was given to him a m outh speaking arrogant words and
blasphem ies, and authority to act for forty-two m onths was given to him .

One thousand two hundred and sixty days
a.

Rev. 11:3 “And I will grant authority to m y two witnesses, and they will prophesy
for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”

b.

Rev. 12:6 Then the wom an fled into the wilderness where she had a place
prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two
hundred and sixty days.
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IV.

THE ANTICHRIST RISES TO POW ER AND M AKES SEVEN YEAR TREATY W ITH ISRAEL W HILE
THE HARLOT CHURCH FLOURISHES
A significant figure during the tribulation is the Antichrist. The Antichrist is a m an who at first leads the
world into peace and prosperity during the first three and a half years of the tribulation. But in the m iddle of
the tribulation, after gaining power, he reveals that he is a tyrant. In fact he is Satan’s representative on
earth persecuting both the false church and Israel. He is described in m any ways in the Scriptures.
A.

Little Horn
1.
Dan. 7:8 “W hile I was contem plating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, cam e up
am ong them , and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and
behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a m an and a m outh uttering great
boasts.

B.

Insolent King
1.
Dan. 8:23 “In the latter period of their rule, W hen the transgressors have run their course,
A king will arise, Insolent and skilled in intrigue.

C.

The Prince Who Is To Com e
1.
Dan. 9:26 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing,
and the people of the prince who is to com e will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its
end will com e with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determ ined.

D.

The One W ho M akes Desolate
1.
Dan. 9:27 “And he will m ake a firm covenant with the m any for one week, but in the
m iddle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of
abom inations will com e one who m akes desolate, even until a com plete destruction, one
that is decreed, is poured out on the one who m akes desolate.”
2.

Mt. 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abom ination of desolation which was spoken of
through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

E.

A Despicable Person
1.
Dan. 11:21 “In his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the honor of kingship
has not been conferred, but he will com e in a tim e of tranquility and seize the kingdom by
intrigue.

F.

A Strong W illed King
1.
Dan. 11:36 “Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and m agnify him self
above every god and will speak m onstrous things against the God of gods; and he will
prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done.

G.

The M an of Law lessness
1.
II Thess. 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not com e unless the apostasy
com es first, and the m an of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

H.

The Son of Destruction
1.
II Thess. 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not com e unless the apostasy
com es first, and the m an of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

I.

The Law less One
1.
II Thess. 2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the
breath of His m outh and bring to an end by the appearance of His com ing;

J.

Antichrist
1.
I Jn. 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is com ing, even
now m any antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.
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V.

K.

The Beast
1.
Rev. 11:7 W hen they have finished their testim ony, the beast that com es up out of the
abyss will m ake war with them , and overcom e them and kill them . (See also Rev. 13:1;
14:9; 15:2; 16:2; 17:3, 13; 19:20; 20:10)

L.

W hat do the titles of the Antichrist tell you about him ?

M.

Do you think it is im portant that we identify the Antichrist? W hy or why not?

N.

W hy does God allow the Antichrist to rise to power and do so m uch evil?

SECOND COM ING OF CHRIST TO EARTH AFTER THE TRIBULATION
A.

Joel 3:14-17 Multitudes, m ultitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the
valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness. 16 The
Lord roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem , And the heavens and the earth
trem ble. But the Lord is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 17 Then
you will know that I am the Lord your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy m ountain. So Jerusalem will
be holy, And strangers will pass through it no m ore.

B.

Zech. 14:3-5 Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a
day of battle. 4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its m iddle from east to west by a very large
valley, so that half of the m ountain will m ove toward the north and the other half toward the south.
5 You will flee by the valley of My m ountains, for the valley of the m ountains will reach to Azel;
yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then
the Lord, m y God, will com e, and all the holy ones with Him !

C.

Mt. 24:29-30 “But im m ediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the
m oon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 30 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes
of the earth will m ourn, and they will see the Son of Man com ing on the clouds of the sky with
power and great glory.

D.

Acts 1:9-12 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He
was going, behold, two m en in white clothing stood beside them . 11 They also said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will com e in just the sam e way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 12 Then they
returned to Jerusalem from the m ount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem , a Sabbath day’s
journey away.

E.

Rev. 19:11-16 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flam e
of fire, and on His head are m any diadem s; and He has a nam e written on Him which no one
knows except Him self. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His nam e is called The
W ord of God. 14 And the arm ies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were
following Him on white horses. 15 From His m outh comes a sharp sword, so that with it He m ay
strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of
the fierce wrath of God, the Alm ighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a nam e written,
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

Page 6

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jack Hughes _ Calvary Bible Church

VI.

SEPARATION OF BELIEVERS FROM UNBELIEVERS AT THE SECOND COM ING
W hen Christ returns to earth to set up his kingdom there will be both believers and unbelievers still alive
on earth. The unbelievers will have aligned them selves with the Antichrist. These will be separated from
the believers and executed. They will wait in hades or hell for a thousand years until the tim e of the Great
W hite Throne Judgm ent. The tribulation saints, those who have com e to Christ after the rapture but before
the second com ing, will enter into the m illennial kingdom as m ortals. They will have children and
repopulate the earth. Som e of their children will not place their faith in Christ though Jesus will be
physically present on earth and ruling from Jerusalem .

A.

Parable of the Drag Net
1.

B.

Noah and the Flood and Lot and the Destruction of Sodom and Gom orrah
1.

C.

Luke 17:26-30 “And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days
of the Son of Man: 27 they were eating, they were drinking, they were m arrying, they were
being given in m arriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood cam e and
destroyed them all. 28 “It was the sam e as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating,
they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were
building; 29 but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brim stone from
heaven and destroyed them all. 30 “It will be just the sam e on the day that the Son of Man
is revealed. (Also Mt. 24:36-39. This text also describes the wickedness of m en before
the second com ing)

Two in the Field, One Left, Another Taken
1.

D.

Mt. 13:47-50 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and
gathering fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and
they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 49
“So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will com e forth and take out the wicked from
am ong the righteous, 50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mt. 24:40-41 “Then there will be two m en in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.
41 “Two wom en will be grinding at the m ill; one will be taken and one will be left.

The Prepared and Unprepared Virgins
1.

Mt. 25:1-13 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be com parable to ten virgins, who took their
lam ps and went out to m eet the bridegroom . 2 “Five of them were foolish, and five were
prudent. 3 “For when the foolish took their lam ps, they took no oil with them , 4 but the
prudent took oil in flasks along with their lam ps. 5 “Now while the bridegroom was
delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6 “But at m idnight there was a shout,
‘Behold, the bridegroom ! Com e out to m eet him .’ 7 “Then all those virgins rose and
trim m ed their lam ps. 8 “The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us som e of your oil, for our
lam ps are going out.’ 9 “But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be enough for us
and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy som e for yourselves.’ 10 “And while they
were going away to m ake the purchase, the bridegroom cam e, and those who were ready
went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11 “Later the other virgins
also cam e, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ 12 “But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I
do not know you.’ 13 “Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.
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E.

Separation of the Sheep and the Goats
1.

VII.

Mt. 25:31-46 “But when the Son of Man com es in His glory, and all the angels with Him ,
then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 “All the nations will be gathered before Him ; and
He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 34 “Then the
King will say to those on His right, ‘Com e, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 ‘For I was hungry, and you
gave Me som ething to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me som ething to drink; I was a
stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited
Me; I was in prison, and you cam e to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him , ‘Lord,
when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You som ething to drink?
38 ‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39
‘W hen did we see You sick, or in prison, and com e to You?’ 40 “The King will answer and
say to them , ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of
Mine, even the least of them , you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on His
left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the
devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty,
and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in;
naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then
they them selves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 “Then He will
answer them , ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 “These will go away into eternal punishm ent, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

F.

W hat do all of these above teach us about believers and unbelievers at Christ’s return?

G.

W hen we pray for Christ to return to earth, what does that m ean for unbelievers?

H.

If only believers enter into the kingdom and Christ is physically present and ruling on earth, how is
it that there are unbelievers during the Millennium ?

THOUSAND YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST ON THE EARTH FROM JERUSALEM , SATAN IS BOUND
A.

I Chron. 17:7, 11-14 “Now, therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord
of hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader over My people
Israel. . . . 11 “W hen your days are fulfilled that you m ust go to be with your fathers, that I will set
up one of your descendants after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom .
12 “He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 “I will be his father and
he shall be My son; and I will not take My lovingkindness away from him , as I took it from him who
was before you. 14 “But I will settle him in My house and in My kingdom forever, and his throne
shall be established forever.” ’ ”

B.

Isa. 65:17-25 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the form er things will not
be rem em bered or com e to m ind. 18 “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold,
I create Jerusalem for rejoicing And her people for gladness. 19 “I will also rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the
sound of crying. 20 “No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old m an
who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who
does not reach the age of one hundred W ill be thought accursed. 21 “They will build houses and
inhabit them ; They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 “They will not build and another
inhabit, They will not plant and another eat; For as the lifetim e of a tree, so will be the days of My
people, And My chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands. 23 “They will not labor in vain,
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Or bear children for calam ity; For they are the offspring of those blessed by the Lord, And their
descendants with them . 24 “It will also com e to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while
they are still speaking, I will hear. 25 “The wolf and the lam b will graze together, and the lion will
eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will do no evil or harm in all My holy
m ountain,” says the Lord.

VIII.

C.

Luke 1:30-33 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.
31 “And behold, you will conceive in your wom b and bear a son, and you shall nam e Him Jesus.
32 “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His
kingdom will have no end.”

D.

Rev. 20:1-6 Then I saw an angel com ing down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a
great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and
sealed it over him , so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years
were com pleted; after these things he m ust be released for a short tim e. 4 Then I saw thrones,
and they sat on them , and judgm ent was given to them . And I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded because of their testim ony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those
who had not worshiped the beast or his im age, and had not received the m ark on their forehead
and on their hand; and they cam e to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest
of the dead did not com e to life until the thousand years were com pleted. This is the first
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him
for a thousand years.

E.

W hy is it unreasonable to say that Jesus’ reign is a spiritual reign, that it will not last a thousand
years, and that He will not literally return to earth to set up his kingdom ?

F.

W hat will the glorified church and believers of ages past be doing during the Millennium ?

G.

W hat will m ortals on earth be doing during the m illennium ?

SATAN RELEASED FROM BONDAGE, FINAL BATTLE, SATAN DEFEATED AND UNBELIEVERS
KILLED
A.

Rev. 20:7-10 W hen the thousand years are com pleted, Satan will be released from his prison, 8
and will com e out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together for the war; the num ber of them is like the sand of the seashore.
9 And they cam e up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the cam p of the saints and
the beloved city, and fire cam e down from heaven and devoured them . 10 And the devil who
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brim stone, where the beast and the false
prophet are also; and they will be torm ented day and night forever and ever.

B.

W hy do you think God binds Satan for a thousand years and then releases him ? W hy not cast
him into the pit or lake of fire at the beginning of the m illennium ?

C.

W hat do you think is the purpose of allowing Satan one m ore attem pt to deceive people and fight
against God?
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IX.

X.

GREAT W HITE THRONE JUDGM ENT
A.

Rev. 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence
earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them . 12 And I saw the dead, the great
and the sm all, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in
the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death
and Hades gave up the dead which were in them ; and they were judged, every one of them
according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s nam e was not found written in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire.

B.

W hat happens to believers who die during the m illennium ?

C.

After the great white throne judgm ent, then what will we be doing for all eternity?

NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH LEADING INTO THE ETERNAL STATE
A.

Isa. 66:22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth W hich I m ake will endure before Me,”
declares the Lord, “So your offspring and your nam e will endure.

B.

II Pet. 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will com e like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away
with a roar and the elem ents will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will
be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the com ing of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elem ents will m elt with
intense heat! 13 But according to His prom ise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells.

C.

Rev. 21:1-8 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem , com ing
down out of heaven from God, m ade ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a
loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is am ong m en, and He will
dwell am ong them , and they shall be His people, and God Him self will be am ong them , 4 and He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no
longer be any m ourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 5 And He who sits
on the throne said, “Behold, I am m aking all things new.” And He said, “W rite, for these words are
faithful and true.” 6 Then He said to m e, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Om ega, the beginning
and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 “He
who overcom es will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 8 “But for the
cowardly and unbelieving and abom inable and m urderers and im m oral persons and sorcerers and
idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brim stone, which is the
second death.”

D.

W hy do you think God creates a new heaven and earth? W hy not just fix the old one?

E.

W hat do you think the new heaven and earth will be like? W hy?

F.

W hat do you think your relationship with the Lord, angels, and others will be like during that tim e?
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