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Lesson 1: Following Jesus
This series of studies will help you discover facts which you need to live life at its fullest.  

Through this study you will gain an insight into the mind of God, increase your knowledge of His 

will, and learn more of His plan for your life.

To answer the following questions, just look up the Bible reference from the Gospel of John, 

think through what the verse means, then either complete the blank in your own words or circle 

the letter which you think is the most correct answer.  Pray for guidance,  Use only the references 

given to answer the question.  Let God teach you the Bible.

1. Why was the Gospel of John written? (20:31 - John, chapter 20, verse 31)

2. What is eternal life? (17:3)  

 a. Getting baptized. 

 b. Living by the Golden Rule.  

 c. Knowing God and Jesus personally.

3. What is the main reason so few people come to a knowledge of salvation? (5:40)  

 a. They are sinners.  

 b. They won't come to Jesus.  

 c. They don't understand.
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4. Where do we find the truth about Jesus? (5:38-39) 

 a. In newspapers and religious books.  

 b. By believing what people say.  

 c. In the Bible.

5. People without Christ in their hearts prefer evil to good.  Why? (3:19-20)                      

 a. Because they can't help it.  

 b. Because there is greater pleasure in evil.                       

 c. Because they choose not to come to the light of Jesus and be saved.

We have found that the Scriptures give us the truth about Jesus, that all men are sinful and in 

rebellion against God and His perfect will and plan for their lives so that they will not come to the 

"light of the world,"  His Son Jesus Christ.  Now we shall see God's judgment on sin, and His 

revelation of His great love for us that we may live!

6. Who is able to take away our sins? (1:29,36) 
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7. What happens to those who do not let Jesus, God's Lamb, take away sin? (8:24; 3:36)

8. At the trial, what fault was found in Jesus? (18:38; 19:4) 

9. Give two reasons why God let His Son die on the cross (3:16):

   1)

   2)

10. After His death, how was Jesus buried? (19:40-42)

11. What happened to Jesus after He had been in the grave three days? (20:9,12,17,20)

12. What word means the same as believe in 1:12? 

Calvary Community Church • 300 Chestnut St. • Brentwood, CA 94513 5



13. Have you received Jesus Christ as your Savior? 

         

    If so, when? 

If you are a child of God you have personally received Jesus Christ, you believe that Jesus died on 

the cross for your sins, was buried, and rose again from the grave, and is alive now and living in 

you.  If you are sure of your salvation check here .

If you have never yielded yourself to Jesus, why not now, in humility, surrender yourself to Him 

who is Lord?  He took your sins in His own body on the cross.  Jesus said "If any man is thirsty 

(senses his need of God), let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 

said, 'From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water'" (i.e. his need for a relationship 

with God will be more than satisfied)" (John 7:37-38). 

We trust that you have found this study both pleasant and profitable.  You have made a good 

beginning.  By all means continue. 
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Lesson 2: Jesus Christ The Lord
We are so happy that you are going on with your Bible study.  Remember to answer each 

question from the Scripture reference given in the Gospel of John, using your own words.

This lesson teaches us some of the things Jesus actually said about Himself and His relation to 

the Father, what others said about Him, and how we may know for sure that we have eternal life. 

1. How may we come to know more about Jesus Christ?  (John 5:39-40) 

2. Who does Jesus say wrote about Him? (5:45-47) 

3. What was John's main testimony about Jesus? (1:34)

4. Whose witness was greater than John's? (5:36-37)
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5. What does Jesus say about those who claim to honor God, but do not honor the Son? (5:23; 

8:18-19)

6. What was Jesus really saying in calling God His Father?  (5:17-18) 

7. Why did they seek to kill Jesus? (10:30-33)

8. Could Christ have avoided this terrible death? (10:17,18)

9. Jesus claimed to be:  

 a. 30 years of age.  

 b. ageless and eternal.  

 c. about the same age of Abraham.  (8:56-59)

10. How has God personally revealed Himself to man? (14:6-9)
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11. If we come to Jesus, will He reject or forsake us? (6:37)  YES       NO 

12. What does a person have who sincerely believes in Jesus?   (6:47) 

13. What is the question usually asked by those who seek to merit salvation, rather than to depend 

completely on the value of Christ's death?  (6:28)

14. How does Jesus answer these people?  (6:29)

15. What promise does He give to all who hear and believe Him? (10:27-29) 

16. In contrast to the belief that there are many ways to God, what did Jesus say? (14:6)
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17. What three blessings are ours when we hear and believe Him? (5:24) 

    a. 

    b. 

    c. 

18. If you were to die today, would you go to be with Jesus?  Yes    No    How do you 

know?    

19. If a man rejects Christ and His words now, what will those same words do in the last day? 

(12:48)

20. What is the penalty for the sin of unbelief? (8:24)

If you still do not have assurance of salvation check here .

Quiz: (Circle T for True or F for False)

1.  T  F - Jesus was created.                  2.  T  F - Joseph was Jesus' father.

3.  T  F - Jesus never had a beginning.       4.  T  F - Jesus created the world.

5.  T  F - Jesus claimed to be equal with God.
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Lesson 3: The Abundant Life
Your continued faithfulness in these simple studies indicates a heart that God will surely bless 

abundantly.  "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 

filled" (Matt. 5:6). Meeting Christ and receiving Him as Lord and Savior of  your life may take 

but a moment of time, but getting to know Him is a matter of growth in fellowship through the 

Bible, prayer and fellowship in a community of believers (i.e a local church).  Sin is the only thing 

that blocks our communion with Jesus.  Remember to use your own words as you prayerfully 

"search the Scriptures" for His answer to the questions in this lesson. 

1. Why did God send Jesus into the world (John 3:17)?

2. What is Jesus' purpose for coming into our lives and saving us? (10:10 - consult the last part of 

the verse.) 

3. What do we have to do to experience Christ’s life? (15:4-5)

4. What did Jesus do so that our joy would be full (15:11)?
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5. If His Word is going to change us, what must we do (15:10)?

6. What is truth (14:6; 17:17)?

7. What does Jesus promise those who "know" the truth (8:32)?

8. From what does God promise to set us free through the Son  (8:32-36)?

9. What new promise belongs to those who believe and follow Christ (14:13)? 

10. What are God's conditions for answered prayer?

 a. (14:13) 

 

 b. (15:7)

11. If you’re a believer were you included in Christ's prayer(17:20)? YES  , NO  
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12. In this prayer what was Christ longing for (17:24)?

13. In His prayer what does Christ

 a. ask from the Father (17:5)?

 b. ask for His followers (17:11)?

 c. say about the world (17:25)?

If you belong to Christ, remember always that He prayed this  for you.  If you do not belong to 

Him, you can receive Him as your Savior right where you are.

14. When Jesus Christ is within us, what can He do for us as we face the following problems:

 a. Dissatisfaction (6:35)? 

 b. Anxiety (14:27)?

 c. Unhappiness (15:11)? 
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It is God's desire that "your joy may be full" by answering your prayers.  Have you asked and 

received a specific answer to prayer in the last month? YES  , NO  

* JOHN 16:24; 14:13 - Attach a specific prayer request that is on your heart to one of the above 

promises from the Bible, then pray about it until you truly believe that God has heard you and will 

answer it.  Nothing can take the place of a specific time for daily communion with God.  One help 

in prayer is the "prayer list."  Write down the names of your friends and relatives, your pastor 

and your church, and unsaved contacts.  Ask specific things from God for them, and believe Him 

for great answers.
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Lesson 4: The Disciples
A disciple is a follower and a learner.  Jesus never looked for converts, only disciples.  His 

command to the disciples was to "go into all the world and make disciples of all nations." This 

was His last earthly command!  It takes a disciple to win and build another disciple for Jesus.  

This study will aid you in finding His will for your life in discipling men for Jesus.  Be sure to 

answer each question, using your own words, after prayerful meditation on the verses given.

THE TRUE DISCIPLE - THE MARKS OF REALITY:

1. What are the marks of a true disciple of Jesus Christ?

  (1:37)            

  (8:31)            

  (13:34,35) 

           

2. What, therefore, is the heart's prayer of every true disciple (3:30)    
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THE OBEDIENT DISCIPLE - THE MARKS OF RESPONSIVENESS:

3. Who is truly a friend of the Lord Jesus (15:14)?      

           

4. If a man truly loves the Lord, what two things will he do with Christ's commands (14:21)?

           

 

5. Our obedience indicates (14:15): (Underline the correct answer.)

 (1) our sincerity in serving Christ.

 (2) our willingness to sacrifice for Him.

   (3) our love for Jesus.

   (4) our zeal for Christ's kingdom.

6. What is our source of strength to do God's will (15:5)?     

  

7. What else does God use to guide and assure us (16:13)?     
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8. Why is it that many so-called converts never become true disciples of Christ (12:42,43)?

9. What can we, in ourselves, do for the Lord Jesus (15:5)?     

           

10. What does the Good Shepherd promise His sheep which He leads  (10:4)? 

 

11. Fruit is the natural result of (15:5)?        

 

12. When Andrew met Jesus, what three things did he do (1:40-42)?

 a.  

          

   b.  

          

 c.  
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13. Where are we sent (17:18)?         

  Why?            

14. What two things are necessary for the care of those who are new in the faith?

   (13:1)            

   (21:16) 

           

15. How may we be treated if we follow our Lord (15:18-20)? 

     

  

16. What happens to everyone who does not accept Christ as Lord (3:18; 8:24)?

 

Do you believe that?... Then have you personally witnessed of the living Saviour to any during the 

past thirty days?
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Sin, ignorance, laziness, and fear can keep us from  consistently winning others to Jesus.  If you 

have been fruitless, why not confess it now and ask Christ to lead you to someone who needs 

Him.  Fruit is excess life, the daily overflow of live of Christ through us.  Daily spending time in 

prayer and Bible study, together with consistent memorizing of  Scripture, is a basic essential for 

Spirit-led witnessing.

HOW TO MAKE WISE USE OF YOUR TIME

1. Prayerful planning--list things to be done in order of priority. 

2. Obedient selection--do the most important things first, and in faith commit unfinished ones to 

the Lord.  

3. Concentration and diligence--do the task you select whole heartedly.  Do one thing at a time 

and stay with it until it (or the part of it selected) is completed.  Don't have a "grasshopper" 

mind.`
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Lesson 5: Claiming the Promises
A promise is "one's pledge to another to do or not to do what is specified."  God has placed in 

the Bible over 3,00 "pledges" to do.  Some of His promises are conditioned on specific 

obedience; others are unconditional.  But all must be claimed by faith to receive their blessings.  

To claim is "to demand as due."  There are over sixty promises in the Gospel of John.  Some of 

the most wonderful are listed in this study.

Carefully look up the references, write the answer in your own words--then prayerfully examine 

your own life in the light of each promise.  Are you now believing it and using it in your daily life?

PROMISES TO BELIEVERS:

1. Jesus makes three wonderful promises to all who hear His Word and believe.  What are they 

(John 5:24)?

 

 a.              

 

 b.  

 c. 
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2. List some of the blessings to be claimed by those who truly believe in Him.

 (8:51; 11:26)          

   (12:46)           

   (15:5,16)          

   (16:33) 

           

 

3. Where is Jesus and what three things does He promise (14:2-3)?

 a.            

   b.           

   c.  

           

 

PROMISE TO OBEDIENT BELIEVERS:

4. What is Jesus' promise to those who serve Him as their Lord    (12:26)?     
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5. List three promises to be claimed by His followers.

 a. (6:35)          

   b. (6:37)          

   c. (6:40) 

           

 

6. If we do what Jesus asks, two promises may be claimed from Him.  Name them (14:23) 

 (1)   

   (2) 

           

  

7. What did Jesus promise to those who would abide in Him (15:5)?

           

8. Who is able to pluck out of Christ's hand those who have eternal life (10:27,28)?

           

9. Who joins with Christ to safeguard the Christians's salvation (10:29)? 
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10. The greatest treasures are priceless.  What does Jesus freely give to those who claim these 

promises?

 a. (14:27)   

   b. (10:11,15)  

   c. (15:9) 

           

 

11. If we faithfully practice what Jesus says, we have His   in us now (15:11).

PROMISES ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT:

12. Who comes as a "river of living water" to all who believe (7:38,39)? 

  

We must remember, however, that the Blessed Holy Spirit is not a liquid to fill an empty vessel.  

He is a Person who controls all who believe and will yield themselves to Him.  Let us seek to 

know Him through the Scriptures and obey His leadings.  "For as many as are led by the Spirit of 

God,  they are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14).`   
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13. Since the Holy Spirit is given to all who believe in Jesus, what is His promise (14:16)?

How long will He stay in us? 

         

14. What is the first work of the Spirit in anyone's life (16:8)? 

     

15. What does He promise to do in the believer (16:13)?      

16. In what way does God give a promise to an honest doubter (7:17)?

17. Jesus promises happiness to those who (13:17)? 

      

18. What verse in this study will you prayerfully believe now and claim for your life? 

"For all the promises of God, 

in Him are yea and in Him Amen, 

unto the glory of God by us." 

2 Corinthians 1:20
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Lesson 6: Meditation
Meditation on the Word of God is perhaps the most neglected single spiritual avenue of blessing 

that Christians have today.  It is the doorway to the application of the great truths of the Bible to 

our hearts.  Meditation has been called "reflective thinking with a view to application."  Two of 

God's greatest promises are conditioned on meditation.  Look up Psalm 1:2,3 and Joshua 1:8.

The suggestions below will help you "break down" a verse or thought so that it can be grasped, 

and applied to your own life.  This is the real purpose of the Bible--to change us into Christians, 

to be like Christ.

Here are four verses chosen for you to meditate upon this week.  Write out in your own words 

and rethink what the verse has to say to you personally.

1. John 14:21

   a. Does this verse have:

 (1) A promise to claim and believe?  If so, what?

 (2) A command to obey and follow?

 (3) A blessing from God to thank Him for?

   b. What does this verse teach me for my life? 
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2. John 15:5

   a. Does this verse have:

 (1) A promise to claim and believe?  If so, what?

 (2) A command to obey and follow?

 (3) A blessing from God to thank Him for?

   b. What does this verse teach me for my life? 

3. John 16:24

   a. Does this verse have:

 (1) A promise to claim and believe?  If so, what?

 (2) A command to obey and follow?

 (3) A blessing from God to thank Him for?

   b. What does this verse teach me for my life? 
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4. John 16:33

   a. Does this verse have:

 (1) A promise to claim and believe?  If so, what?

 (2) A command to obey and follow?

 (3) A blessing from God to thank Him for?

   b. What does this verse teach me for my life? 

Prayerfully think through on how you can use these verses in your life now. For example in 

meeting a personal need, helping a friend, believing God, deepening your prayer life, witnessing, 

etc. 

Calvary Community Church • 300 Chestnut St. • Brentwood, CA 94513 27



Lesson 7: Examination
This examination will help you to bring into focus more clearly what you have learned thus far.

Please mark true or false — "T" or "F"

 1. Men are anxious to be relieved of their sins.

 2. One is set free from the bondage of sin at salvation. 

 3. Eternal life is effective immediately when one believes. 

 4. If one fails to believe he is lost eternally.

 5. Man took the initiative in salvation.

 6. No one deserves salvation.

 7. If after salvation one fails the Lord, he is cast out of God's family. 

 8. The Bible we reject today will be our judge at final judgment. 

 9. It is impossible to be sure of eternal life.

 10. If one invites Jesus into his life, he has to get rid of bad habits before salvation.
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 11. Salvation is attained by being good.

 12. Jesus is not the only door to heaven.

 13. Feelings are not a basis of salvation.

 14. Satan can take one out of God's hand.

 15. After conversion our main text book must be the Bible.

 16. There is no need for being alarmed about one's conversion immediately, for there is 

plenty of time.

 17. One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to teach one the Word of God.

 18. If a believer commits a serious sin, he is lost.

 

Circle the correct answer:

19. One receives the Holy Spirit:

 a. when he quits his bad habits.

 b. at conversion.

 c. six months after conversion.
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20. When a believer faces a serious temptation, he should:

 a. call in his neighbor.

 b. go to God in prayer.

 c. read a book on positive thinking.

21. When a believer sins against God, he should:

 a. go to church.

 b. confess his sin to God and ask for forgiveness.

 c. keep silent so no one will know.

Circle the best two answers:

22. When a believer sins against another person, he should:

 a. ask God to forgive him.

 b. not speak any more to the one offended.

 c. ask forgiveness of the one offended and make restitution if necessary.

 d. give some money to the church.

Circle the correct statement:

23.  a. One must be baptized in water for salvation.

 b. One is baptized in water because of his salvation.

 c. One is baptized in water to cleanse him from sin.
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Circle the two best statements:

24. a. God has promised to answer prayer for everyone.

 b. God has promised to answer prayer for believers only. 

 c. God has promised to answer prayer for ministers only.

 d. God has promised to answer the prayer of all who call

    upon Him for salvation. 
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Lesson 8: Your Life As A Christian
The Bible is the source of your spiritual food, these lessons are only a tool. 

When Christ enters your life through faith, the Bible calls this new birth because at this time you 

receive new life...God's eternal life.

1. Why did you need this new life? Ephesians 2:1-3  

      

2. What gift does God offer to you? Romans 6:23  

      

3. In what way did sin enter into the world? Romans 5:12  

     

4. How is this gift made possible? Romans 5:8  

       

5. Since Christ came into your life, to whose family do you now belong? John 1:12
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6. When Christ entered your life, what did He bring with Him?  I John 5:11,12 

7. Some people trust in inward feelings for salvation.  In what do you trust? I John 5:13

8. Read Ephesians 2:8-10

 a. In your opinion, what does "grace" mean?

       

    b. How can grace be received? 

   

 c. Where do "good deeds" fit into salvation? 

       

9. What is Jesus trying to get Nicodemus to understand in order to be rightly related to God? 

John 3:3-7

 

10. What is the meaning of the words "water and spirit"? John 3:5; also see Ephesians 5:26
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11. If you are a believer, to whom does your body belong? I Corinthians 6:19,20

12. If you are a believer you can be sure of heaven, but how does your salvation relate to your 

present life?  Colossians 2:6;  I John 2:6

           

13. Where does the Christian get the power to do the will of Christ?  Philippians 2:13; 4:13 

14. What part does obedience play in the life of a Christian? John 14:21; I John 2:5

 

15. What has Christ promised us if we follow Him?  Matthew 4:19

16. Why should a Christian be baptized? Matthew 28:19,20

17. Can one be born again apart from baptism? Acts 10:43-48
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Lesson 9: The Word
There is a great deal of similarity between physical growth and spiritual growth.  To neglect food 

in either case means trouble. 

1. What is to be the Christian's diet? 1 Peter 2:2 

2. In what kind of knowledge does God want you to grow? 2 Peter 3:18

3. As a child of God develops, how is he built up and made strong? Acts 20:32; I John 2:14

4. What is God's desire concerning spiritual growth?

5. How is this spiritual growth accomplished?  Colossians 1:10; 2 Peter 1:2,3
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6. What means does God use to impart faith to a person?  Romans 10:17

7. In what way did God give us the written Word?  2 Peter 1:20,21  

8. What are the two main reasons for the written Word of God recorded in John 20:30,31?

9. What does God promise to the person who is obedient to His Word? John 14:21

10. What else does God promise to the obedient Christian?  Luke 8:15 

11. According to God's standard, who is the wise man that builds his house upon a rock?  

Matthew 7:24-27

12. What did Jesus say God's Word was designed to do?  John 5:39
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13. By what means was Jesus victorious over Satan when He was tested?  Matthew 4:4,6

14. As the Word of God abides in your heart, (through memory, meditation and obedience) how 

will your prayer life be affected? John 15:7 
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Lesson 10: Prayer
Prayer is a slender nerve which moves the arm of God.  It originates and terminates in God, we 

only close the circuit.

1. What must we do before it is possible to receive an answer to prayer?  Luke 11:9; James 4:2

2. What conditions must accompany our requests in order to receive answers?  Hebrews 11:6; 

Matthew 21:22

3. In whose name should we come before God in prayer? John 14:14; 16:24

4. As we pray, how do we know Christ understands our weakness?  Hebrews 4:15

5.  If we have trouble in praying, to whom should we go for instruction?  James 1:5; Luke 11:1

Calvary Community Church • 300 Chestnut St. • Brentwood, CA 94513 38



6. When is the Lord open to our prayers and when is He against them?  I Peter 3:12

7. What is necessary for cleansing when a believer sins?   I John 1:9; 2:1,2

8. Why did God accept the prayer of the Publican rather than the prayer of the Pharisee?  Luke 

18:11-14

9. Not only do we pray to God to confess our sins, but prayer will help to keep us from sin.  Why 

should we watch and pray?  Matthew 26:41; Luke 22:46

10. What did Christ do before eating?  Matthew 14:19

11. Is it your custom to thank God for your food before eating? (See Acts 27:35)

12. For whom is it our special privilege to pray?  Colossians 4:12; Ephesians 6:18
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13. What lesson is the Lord trying to teach us in the parables of prayer in Luke 11:5-8; 18:3-5?

"Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer except that which lies outside the will of God."

14. What did Jesus pray when He was faced with greatest of all decisions?  Luke 22:42

15. Where and how did Jesus spend the morning hours?  Mark 1:35

16. In your opinion, what time of the day should we spend with God in prayer?

17. What is the meaning of the words "pray without ceasing" and how is this possible? I 

Thessalonians 5:17
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Lesson 11: Ministry

1. What is a person to do after receiving Christ? Colossians 2:6; I John 2:6

2. What is the main teaching of the following passages?

 Luke 12:21-23  

   

 Matthew 28:19-20  

 Acts 1:7-8    

3. For what purpose has God chosen us? John 15:16

4. In your opinion, what is the best preparation to win men to Christ?  Matthew 4:19
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5. Paul was burdened for his countrymen.  What did he do?   Romans 10:1

6. What kind of a life should one live to reveal Christ and  attract men to Him?  Matthew 5:16; 

Philippians 2:14-16

7. How can we best prepare ourselves to witness for Christ? I Peter 3:15; II Timothy 2:15

8. From the following verses list the main teaching of each:

 Romans 3:23  

 Romans 6:23  

 Romans 5:8  

 Ephesians 2:8-9  

 John 1:12  

 I John 5:13 
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9. Why is it so important to present Christ to a lost world? John 14:6; Acts 4:12

10. Who are the people that are going down the religious highway?  Matthew 7:13-14

11. In your opinion, why are so few people on the straight and narrow way?

12. After we are privileged to introduced someone to Christ, what should we do next?      1 Peter 

2:2,3; John 21:15-17

Check the best answer:

 a. Invite them to church.

 b. Invite them to your house for fellowship.

 c. Teach them to pray and study the Bible.

 d. Introduce them to your friends.
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13. In what other areas should a new convert be instructed?

 Philippians 4:6 

 John 14:21  

 Mark 5:19  

 I John 2:6  

 Hebrews 10:25 

           

14. What was Paul's burning desire for his converts?  I Thessalonians 3:5
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Lesson 12: Stewardship
Stewardship involves managing someone else's property.  The Christian is a steward of both his 

life and his property since both belong to God.

1. As the Lord's stewards we should be aware that...(Romans 14:12)

2. Write out in your own words some areas in which God expects us to be faithful stewards.

 I Thes. 2:4  

   

 I Peter 4:10

 Eph. 5:15,16     

 I Cor. 4:2; II Tim. 4:2     

 Matt. 6:19; Luke 6:38  
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3. What are the results when we have a lust for money?   I Tim. 6:9,10

4. The parable in Luke 16:1-13 has to do with stewardship.  In vv. 8,9 the unjust man was 

commended because:

Check the best answer:

   a. He felt sorry for the debtors.

   b. He thought it was better to get a little than nothing.

   c. He was making plans for the future.

   d. He used his head.

5. God's people in O.T. economy gave as much as 30% of their income in tithes and offerings.  

How should we give under N.T. standards? I Cor. 16:2

How many were encouraged to give? 

Were the Corinthians instructed to put aside their gifts at regular times or irregularly?
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6. What quality in our giving is important to God?  II Cor. 9:7

What kind is not commendable? 

7. In what way had Israel robbed God?  Mal. 3:8-11

What has God promised to those who give Him first place?

8. Often we seem never to have enough money to meet our needs.  What might be the cause of 

this?  Haggai 1:6,9; Matt. 6:31-33 

Scriptural giving should include these steps:

1. Recognize that it all belongs to the Lord!

2. Thoughtfully decide what percentage of your income you will give to the Lord's work—a 

minimum below which you will not go. 

3. Set this portion aside first whenever you receive money.  Put this aside to be used as He leads; 

once set aside it is His and shouldn't be dipped into for personal needs—even to borrow.

4. Prayerfully distribute the Lord's money as He directs.  It is usually good to do this at a regular 

time—weekly or monthly.
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Appendix: Following Jesus Publicly
INTRODUCTION

According to the Great Commission given in Matthew 28:19-20 becoming a disciple of Jesus 

Christ involves two major steps  or phases:  (1) being baptized and (2) being taught how to obey 

all that Christ has commanded.  

When a person publicly submits to water baptism he is proclaiming to all the world that he wants 

to make public what has already taken place in his heart.  By faith he has become identified with 

Jesus Christ and now through baptism he publicly identifies with Him.

Following Jesus Christ our Saviour is both a private and a public matter.  Christ always asked and 

expected believers to let others know they were following Him, who was their Lord.

You have already decided privately to commit your life to Jesus Christ, and follow Him.  Our 

Lord meant for His disciples to follow Him openly. 

STEPS AS A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST

1. Confess Christ publicly.  According to Romans 10:8-10 confession with the mouth is an 

evidence of the faith that has been exercised in the heart.

2. Be baptized publicly.  This is an opportune time to share your faith in  Christ publicly if you 

did not respond to a public invitation to receive Christ.  "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 

28:19).  This command for baptism, given by Christ, gives us both the formula and the 

importance of baptism.

a. The basic lesson of baptism:  it identifies us with Jesus Christ and His work (Acts 

2:38) and it is a physical act revealing a previous spiritual experience (I Peter 3:21).  
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b. Baptism immediately after conversion was the universal practice in the early 

Church.  Examples: Acts 2:37-41; 8:35-39; 16:25-34 

3. Be publicly received into membership of a local  church that preaches and teaches the Bible.  

The Bible specifically commands us to not forsake "our own assembling together, as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near" (Heb. 

10:25).  Christ wants you to be a part of a local church so that you can be taught His Word, 

fellowship with His people, participate in worship and be a part of a coorporate witness to the 

unsaved in your community (Acts 2:42-47). 
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