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ENLARGE THE SITE OF  

YOUR TENT, AND LET

YOUR TENT CURTAINS BE 

STRETCHED OUT;

DO NOT HOLD BACK;  

LENGTHEN YOUR ROPES,

AND DRIVE YOUR PEGS DEEP.  

FOR YOU WILL SPREAD OUT  

TO THE RIGHT AND TO THE LEFT,

AND YOUR DESCENDANTS  

WILL DISPOSSESS NATIONS  

AND INHABIT THE  

DESOLATE CITIES.

ISAIAH 54:2-3



Canaan Baptist Church is excited to continue 
connecting people to what matters most: God, 
people and purpose here in South County St. Louis 
and beyond. Our mission focus is non-negotiable, 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

Therefore, everything we do, every dollar we 
invest, and every area we engage will be about 
connecting people through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To make this vision a reality calls for 
greater levels of prayer, service, witness, energy, 
resources, and most of all, togetherness in Christ.

So we are launching ELEVATE, a three-year generosity initiative to impact those who call 
Canaan home, those in our community and beyond. As you read through this booklet, 
you will discover ways all of us can get involved to make this vision a reality.

We are deeply grateful to those in the past who took courageous steps of faith to make 
it possible for Canaan to be who we are today. But now it’s our turn. Now is our time!

Thanks for joining us on this journey. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve you,  
to serve with you and together experience what only God is able to do in our lives 
through ELEVATE.

Pastor Daniel

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe everything I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with  

you always, to the end of the age.

matthew 28:19-20
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Under Pastor Howell 
Burkhead, Butler Hill grew  
to a weekly attendance  
of about 150.

1953
Mattese Baptist Church 
organized October 1, 1953 
with 20 charter members 
under the leadership of 
Pastor J.H. Mayes.

1959
Rev. Ray Shumake 
becomes pastor 
January 11, 1959  
with 105 members.

1964
Butler Hill Baptist 
Church was planted by 
Webster Groves Baptist 
Church on April 5, 1964 
with their first pastor 
Rev. Donald Craig.

1992
On September 13, 1992, 
Canaan broke ground 
on our current campus 
to construct our worship 
center, gymnasium and 
original children’s area.

1989
Rev. Rick Auxier was 
called to Butler Hill. 
Under Pastor Rick, 
the church grew to 
over 200 and began 
looking for a new 
location since they 
were landlocked at 
their campus.

1991
In 1991, Pastor Rick 
contacted Pastor Ray 
about relocating close 
to Mattese Baptist 
Church. Pastor Ray, 
having pastored 
Mattese for over  
30 years, suggested 
the two churches  
may become one.  
On February 2, 1992 
both churches voted to 
become one, meeting 
for the first time as 
Canaan Baptist Church 
on May 3, 1992 at the 
Mattese location.

Upon arriving, Pastors Rick and 
Ray dedicated this building to 
the Glory of God for the sake  
of the Gospel.

1994
After construction was 
completed on May 15, 
1994, Canaan marched 
from the Mattese location  
to our present facility  
and had our first service  
on this site.
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1998
In 1998, Canaan called  
Dr. Bruce McCoy as 
pastor. Under his 
leadership, the new 
Canaan Baptist Church 
unified as one church 
and grew to over 400  
in weekly attendance.

2001
In 2001, Canaan 
expanded 
the children’s 
ministry area.

2004
Then, in 2004 we built our atrium and 
discipleship area with both upstairs 
and downstairs classrooms.

2012
In 2012, Canaan 
called Daniel Carr 
as Senior Pastor.

Our current worship attendance averages almost  
575 each Sunday, between 2 worship services.

Since 2012, Canaan has added over 225 members.

We have an average attendance of 215 in our Nursery, 
Kidz Connection, and Student Ministry each Sunday.
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Through the ELEVATE initiative, we will soon reach new heights in our pursuit to connect people 
to God, others and purpose in St. Louis and beyond. Through ELEVATE, God is calling us to 
partner with Him by investing ourselves and our resources to greater levels of commitment 
that will impact St. Louis today and for years to come. We will reach new heights in community, 
worship and the next generation.

God has done some amazing things during Canaan’s 24-year history! Now, He is presenting 
us with even more opportunities to make an eternal impact. We believe God has a vision for 
Canaan—that we would be a church that transforms our community, city, nation and the world.

God is calling us to live lives of extravagant generosity. To be a part of ELEVATE means 
everyone is praying, everyone is giving and everyone is serving—together! Won’t you 
go “all in” and consider what it might look like for your life if you prayerfully considered 
what God is calling you to do?

This is our moment, our opportunity and our time! Join us and together let’s live a life of 
elevated focus on reaching new heights in our impact on our community, our worship 
and the next generation.

LET’S TRUST IN GOD 
LIKE NEVER BEFORE. 

BUT IT ALL BEGINS WITH US...ELEVATE IS A THREE-YEAR GENEROSITY INITIATIVE

10 11



HOW GOOD AND PLEASANT IT IS WHEN 

GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE TOGETHER IN UNITY!

PSALM 133:1

The concept of community involves two ways to ELEVATE our impact. First is the 
community where we live and serve: South County and North Jefferson County.  
We must create welcoming and hospitable environments for those in our community 
who come to us as God’s guests. We strive to welcome God’s guests with love and 
intentional hospitality like we welcome guests in our own homes. Our welcome begins 
the moment they drive onto Canaan’s campus. 

Secondly, “community” also refers to “common oneness” as we share life together 
within the body of Christ. Our goal is to be reaching new heights in the intentionality 
with one another by creating environments to build relationships and make disciples. 
Similarly, we must create an environment where our staff grows in community with  
a space that is conducive to synergy, togetherness and accountability.

We envision these environments being created by additional parking, a spacious 
entrance area for mingling, ministry/mission information areas and a coffee bar  
with tables and chairs. The expanded office space would provide one location  
for the entire ministry staff.
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We desire to create an atmosphere of excellence where the congregation can experience 
the heart of worship through singing, teaching and the reading of scripture. The primary 
focus is not on the style and format of our worship services, nor is the focus directed 
toward those that are leading worship—we have an audience of one: our Savior, Jesus!  
We eagerly aspire to see all generations engaged in worshiping in spirit and in truth,  
both corporately and individually. 

Through this new atmosphere and renovations we hope to provide the most excellent 
platforms of sound, lighting and projection so that the truths of scripture can be read, 
conveyed and studied with precision and clarity. By modernizing our current environment, 
we will elevate corporate worship and equip believers to become worshipers in their 
individual lives—at work, in their homes and in every setting of life.  

GIVE PRAISE TO THE LORD, PROCLAIM HIS NAME;

    MAKE KNOWN AMONG THE NATIONS  

WHAT HE HAS DONE. 

PSALM 105:114



By God’s grace, and through the involvement of people like you, God has given us  
the opportunity to build an exciting place for kids to know, love and experience Jesus. 
With so many exciting ministries for children, we desire to have plenty of space for kids  
to enjoy Jesus and His church.  

A secure, safe, fun and inviting children’s ministry space will facilitate our kids reaching 
new heights in knowing, loving and experiencing Jesus with each other. This new facility 
will display security for all of our guests as well as highlight the excellent quality of our 
various children’s ministry. We desire to give God, and our next generation, our absolute 
best! This is our critical investment!  

We envision reaching this new height through additional children’s space that will include 
large worship rooms, new classrooms, wider hallways, additional children’s check-in/
welcome area and an indoor playground. These additions to the children’s space will 
show families that we love their kids and are giving them our best!

SO THE NEXT GENERATION WOULD KNOW THEM, 

EVEN THE CHILDREN YET TO BE BORN, AND THEY 

IN TURN WOULD TELL THEIR CHILDREN. 

PSALM 78:6
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• New, large children’s worship rooms

• New children’s classrooms

• New indoor & outdoor playgrounds

•  Additional office space for current  
and future staff

• Additional adult classroom space

•  Greatly enhanced welcome and 
community area

• Modernized worship center

• Additional storage

• 81 new parking spaces in the front

• Large two-lane covered front drive

>>>  All images and building plan renderings  
are proposed concepts and are subject  
to changes or alterations.
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OFFICE SPACE 
1,600 sf

• New office reception area

•  Additional offices (creates additional 
classroom space)

•  All pastors & office staff in one central 
location

•  Relocated & redesigned prayer room

•  Expanded workspace & conference area

•  New maintenance workshop (proposed 
location is behind the gymnasium)

• Parking spaces at front entrance

WELCOME &  
COMMUNITY AREA 
5,000 sf

• Coffee & connection area

• Welcome station

• Expanded covered drive

• 20-feet high ceilings 

WORSHIP CENTER UPDATES
• Upgraded platform lighting

• New carpet and upholstery

• Balcony fill speakers

• New house lighting

• Stage remodel

• Acoustic updates for improved sound

•  Camera upgrades for 
current online presence 
& future live streaming

•  Upgrade video 
projection to include 
multiple screens

>>>  All images and building plan renderings  
are proposed concepts and are subject  
to changes or alterations.
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CHILDREN’S AREA 
7,605 sf

•  2 new, large [worship]  
multi-purpose rooms

• Additional check-in area

•  Themed environment throughout 
children’s area

•  Indoor playground (age  
specific play areas)

• New outdoor playground

•  State of the art sound, lighting,  
and video equipment

• 4 additional classrooms

• Additional restrooms

• Expanded hallways

• Expanded nursing mothers room

• New security monitoring space

• Additional storage

• New Promiseland Preschool office

• New Preschool kitchen

YOU WILL SPREAD OUT TO THE RIGHT AND 
TO THE LEFT, AND YOUR DESCENDANTS 

WILL DISPOSSESS NATIONS AND INHABIT 
THE DESOLATE CITIES.

ISAIAH 54:3

>>>  All images and building plan renderings  
are proposed concepts and are subject  
to changes or alterations.
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MAKING YOUR COMMITMENT REQUIRES 
PRAYERFUL THOUGHT AND TIME. 

IT IS A SPIRITUAL EXERCISE THAT PUSHES YOU  
TO FOCUS ON YOUR VALUES AND PRIORITIES. 

IT’S A DISCIPLINE THAT SHAPES YOUR DESIRE TO 
BETTER REFLECT GOD’S DESIRE FOR YOUR LIFE.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS SPIRIT INSPIRED.
As you approach your commitment to God through ELEVATE: Reaching New Heights, 
begin with prayer. Thank God for all of the blessings in your life and then ask God for 
guidance and discernment as to how to steward those blessings.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS SACRIFICIAL.
Your commitment to ELEVATE is a gift over and above your annual giving to your church.  
It may require changing how you spend your money, postponing purchases or doing 
without something. Each of us has different means and resources, but we can all share 
proportionately in sacrifice.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS PLANNED.
A commitment decision requires careful thought, prayer and time. It requires that you make 
plans and set goals. Evaluate how your sacrifice changes your desire and serves as a means 
to glorify God.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING AND WORSHIP.
Your financial commitment is a way to say “thanks be to God.” We acknowledge that 
everything we have is a blessing from God, and we joyfully return a portion to God.
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Generosity Initiatives rely on church members making gifts “over and above” their current 
level of giving. The best path to increased giving is the spiritual path, where you set your 
heart on things above. Financial priorities then take shape from the spiritual priorities.

One way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship”, a term used to describe a level of giving 
that affects one’s living. The challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship is to find ways, boldly and 
prayerfully, to let your giving touch your living!

King David declared, “I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost  
me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24 NIV) David understood the gift that would touch the heart  
of God must first touch the heart of the giver! This is the spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship:  
If it is for my God, my gift must have value and meaning to me.

Often, Lifestyle Stewardship means giving up something in one area so that you can give 
more of yourself in another. The three main keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle Stewardship are:

>>> REASSESS LIFESTYLE

>>> REARRANGE PRIORITIES

>>> REALLOCATE RESOURCES

MANY CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN AMAZED AT THEIR ABILITY TO 
GIVE “OVER AND ABOVE” TO THEIR CHURCH. THE FOLLOWING 

SEVEN STEPS ARE OFFERED TO HELP YOU IN THIS REGARD.

1.  PRACTICE PRIORITY BUDGETING 
Many families will choose to rearrange their priorities and give up 
something in their current budget in order to give more to a generosity 
initiative. Priority budgeting may mean postponing a planned expenditure  
such as a new car, vacation, home remodeling or other major purchase.  
Many Christians giving to generosity initiative campaigns find a way to give  
through sacrificial commitments made in faith and coupled with priority budgeting.

2.  REDIRECT PRESENT EXPENDITURES 
Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs. One example 
would be the cash flow that is freed up when a loan is paid. Another example is a child 
graduating from college during the three years of the generosity initiative, and you are able 
to increase your commitment by giving what you had previously been spending on tuition.

3.  INCREASED GIVING WITH INCREASED INCOME 
Some people receive periodic increases in salary or bonuses from their employers.  
The temptation for many of us is to increase our lifestyle to fit the higher income. In many 
instances, families have decided that they will commit the full amount of salary increases.

4.  GIVE FROM YOUR EXCESS 
Some of you may have collections, inheritance, savings or other resources you could  
give to ELEVATE.

5.  COMMIT UNEXPECTED CASH 
Often, people pray for God to show them a way to give beyond what they can presently  
see or afford. Sometimes, the answers come unexpectedly. 

6.  SACRIFICE YOUR EXTRA TIME 
Some family members have extra time they would be willing to use in a part-time job  
to be able to give more to the church. This is particularly true for families whose children  
are grown and away from home and for semi-retired or retired couples. 
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7.  DONATE APPRECIATED ASSETS 
Many people own stocks that are worth significantly more than the original purchase price.  
That is good news. The bad news is that if these stocks are sold, a significant portion of the  
gain would be lost to taxation. Gifts of appreciated assets—typically investment securities or  
real estate—can be very advantageous to both the donor and to the church. By transferring 
ownership of the asset to the church, the donor avoids capital gains taxes on the sale of the 
asset. In addition, the donor receives an income tax charitable deduction for the full market 
value of the asset. That, in effect, makes these gifts less costly to make.

SELL ASSET AND GIFT
NET PROCEEDS

GIVE ASSET
DIRECTLY

VALUE OF ASSET

ORIGINAL PURCHASE PRICE

AMOUNT OF APPRECIATION

CAPITAL GAINS TAX*

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH

(asset value minus taxes)

$12,000

$3,000

$9,000

-$2,340

$9,660

$12,000

$3,000

$9,000

$0

$12,000

*Assumes 12-month holding period, 15% capital gains tax, 6% state income tax rate.

Though it is important to invest your giving to further the mission of the ministry 
God has laid on your heart, it is also important to consider the tax implications 
of making a gift to the church. Before making a commitment of this type, please 
consult your CPA, tax attorney or other financial advisor.

A FINAL WORD ON OVER & ABOVE GIFTS
Giving does not have to be in equal increments over the three-year period of the campaign.  
You might be able to give more in the third year than in the first two. As you think about  
your financial commitment to the campaign, think not just of your potential to give right now, 
but also of your potential to give in the future. It might be that you can make a three-year 
commitment in which 20 percent is given in the first year, 30 percent in the second year  
and 50 percent in the third.

Finally, as you consider your financial commitment to the Lord’s work, you might want to 
consider estate planning. Many sincere, committed Christian people have not made provision 
for God in their wills and estate planning. Now might be a good time to do that. It might be  
as simple as including a provision in your will that 10 percent of the value of your estate will  
be donated to the church holding your letter of membership at the time of your passing.  
Or, it could involve a planned gift such as a charitable remainder trust. 

While such gifts do not provide immediate financial benefit to a  
generosity initiative, they are marvelous gifts of faith commitment  
to carry on the work of the church for future generations.

THE PEOPLE REJOICED AT THE WILLING RESPONSE  
OF THEIR LEADERS, FOR THEY HAD GIVEN FREELY 

AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY TO THE LORD.
1 CHRONICLES 29:9
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We are asking for a commitment to ELEVATE in terms of your participation at Canaan, 
your prayer life and your generosity. In order to accomplish our church’s God-sized 
vision for the future, we need everyone involved!

WE WANT YOU TO:
Determine how God might be calling you to grow in your generosity to be part of our 
expanded investment in God’s Kingdom through ELEVATE.

Join us for worship services over the next several weeks. Fully engage and make notes 
of the main points and scripture references in the sermon for further consideration.

Come together in prayer during this defining time. A daily prayer topic and scripture 
reference has been written and included in the back of this booklet so we can all 
prepare our hearts for this next milestone in our church’s history.

AS YOU PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER YOUR 
LIFE AND HOW GOD IS CALLING YOU TO 
GROW  IN ELEVATE, USE THIS TOOL TO 
THINK ABOUT YOUR COMMITMENT. 

<  SAMPLE COMMITMENT CARD 
This sample commitment card can be used as  
a worksheet as you consider your commitment.

GIFT CHART 
This represents the generosity needed to reach 
our three-year goal.

ASK HIM TO MAKE IT CLEAR. ASK HIM TO HELP YOU. 
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRAY AND TO EXPECT 
GOD’S BLESSINGS WHEN YOU FOLLOW HIS LEAD. 

>>>

>>>
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Q: Why should we build a new community space, children’s ministry space and office space? 
A: By God’s grace, we are given the opportunity to influence the next generation with the gospel  
of Jesus Christ. Each week, hundreds of families enter our facilities and bring their children to many 
different locations on campus. We desire to create a central and secure, safe, fun and well-staffed 
children’s ministry space for parents to check in their children. As families come to Canaan, we 
also want to genuinely welcome our guests and those who call Canaan home through a new and 
expanded community space for connection, conversation and coffee. Additionally, we believe  
it is important to create an environment where our ministry staff grows in community with a space 
that is conducive to synergy, togetherness and accountability.

Q: Why should we renovate our worship space?  
A: Modernizing our current environment will elevate corporate worship and equip believers to 
become disciples in their individual lives as they breathe out worship—at work, in their homes and 
in every setting of life. We believe God is leading us to develop a new atmosphere and renovations 
to provide excellent platforms of sound and lighting. This ensures that the truths of scripture can 
be read, conveyed and studied with precision and clarity.

Q: How long is the ELEVATE: Reaching New Heights initiative? 
A: ELEVATE is a three-year, accelerated giving initiative, beginning in December 2016 and 
concluding November 2019. 

Q: What is the projected cost of the construction and renovation? 
A: The estimated costs are approximately $3.8 million. These estimates reflect 2016 pricing for 
construction, equipment and furnishings costs. 

Q: When do we plan to begin construction? 
A: At this point, we do not have an exact date but desire to start the project as soon as possible. 
The church’s leadership will communicate with the church before any construction begins. 

Q: Should I redirect my tithe to the ELEVATE fund? 
A: No. Our first priority is supporting Canaan and its current ministries with our  
tithes. ELEVATE is an over-and-above gifting, which will look different for each  
person. It may be taking another step toward generosity, or finding a way to prioritize  
our personal expenses so we can participate in the growth of God’s kingdom. 

Q: How can I get more personally involved with ELEVATE?
A: First, we ask each of you to pray. Pray for our church to live out our vision of making disciples  
of Jesus Christ everywhere by impacting our church family, community and beyond with the 
gospel. Second, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in increasing your generosity in giving to ELEVATE. 
Third, exercise your faith to trust God to enable you to do what He is prompting you to do. 

Q: How do I make my commitment? Is it confidential? 
A: You will be given a commitment card on which you can indicate your goal for giving. Your card  
will be kept confidential (just like your tithes) and will be collected during the ELEVATE initiative.

Q: Can I change my commitment during the three-year initiative? 
A: As circumstances change unexpectedly, your goal can be adjusted by contacting the church office. 

Q: How much will each person be expected to give? 
A: The only expectation is that each person/family pray and ask God what He would have them  
to give. While the amounts will obviously be different for everyone, our hope is that each person 
will take personal ownership in the project and be led to give generously, even sacrificially.  
Not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice. 

Q. How will we pay for the cost of building? 
A. Our goal is to raise $3.8 million over the next three years in our ELEVATE generosity initiative. 
We intend to pay for construction with gifts that are received. We believe God would have us  
to accomplish all of this with no debt beyond what is given and pledged.   

Q. What if we don’t reach our goal of $3.8 million? 
A. We will have recommendations based on priority and will decide together as a church family 
the direction God would have us to go.
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THROUGHOUT THE WEEK
We hope you will take this opportunity over the next five 
weeks to devote a few moments each day to read the 
daily devotions on the following pages. Take a minute to 
jot down a few thoughts you have as you study. We also 
encourage you to join together with others in a small 
group to work through the study guide we are providing 
during this season of being radically generous as a church. 
Each week of this study will walk us through what it means 
to elevate Christ. Share with your group members, pray 
with and for each other, and use these pages to make 
additional notes for yourself and your group as you study.

EACH WEEKEND
During this five weeks of ELEVATE, we encourage you to 
attend services every weekend. Participate fully in worship. 
Focus on the message and make notes of key points and 
scripture references for further consideration. Then refer 
to those notes, along with the additional materials in the 
back of this book, throughout the week. 
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“CALIBRATE” - MATTHEW 6:19-21, 24

BIG QUESTION: Who or what has my                            ?

5 PRINCIPLES FROM JESUS ON PERSONAL FINANCES (PF)

PF Principle #1: Where you send your money, your heart                             it.

PF Principle #2: You cannot serve both God and                             .

PF Principle #3: When you’re not calibrated                                          , you’ve committed  
your                                    elsewhere.

Proverbs 22:7 (HCSB)  
The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is a slave to the lender.

PF Principle #4: Jesus isn’t out to get your money. He simply doesn’t want your money  
to                                 . 

PF Principle #5: Everything belongs to God. I’m just a                                  .

1 Chronicles 29:11 (HCSB)  
Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the splendor and the majesty, 
for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom, and 
You are exalted as head over all.

Proverbs 21:20 (NIV)  
In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.

PRAYER & DEVOTION // WEEK 1

OCTOBER 23: Pray that we will honor and praise God. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

OCTOBER 24: Praise God that Jesus will never change. (Hebrews 13:8)

OCTOBER 25: Pray for the wisdom of God in all our decisions. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

OCTOBER 26: Praise God that He has promised to meet all our needs. (Philippians 4:19)

OCTOBER 27: Praise God for all that He has created. (Psalm 33)

OCTOBER 28: Pray that our church would continue to seek God’s purpose. (Matthew 28:18-20)

OCTOBER 29: Pray that our church would continue to unleash the transforming influence of Jesus. (2 Cor. 4:15)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS // WEEK 1

Summarize the big idea of these verses.
                    

According to the ledger* you have been given, where do you find that most of your money goes? 
                    

Considering your answer to that question, where would you say your heart is?
                    

What are some things you might do differently for God to have more of your heart?
                    

Would you say that you have been living like an owner or a manager?  
                    

If you said owner, how can you begin moving to being more of a manager of God’s money?

                    

Read Matthew 6:19-21, 24

SERMON SERIES // WEEK 1

*Please refer to page 46 for the additional resource “My Personal Ledger.”
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“LISTEN” - LUKE 16:1-13

BIG QUESTION: How does God view your                            ?

PRINCIPLE: When you see as God                  , you’re more inclined to do as God says.

3 New Lenses to View Finances Biblically

1) Our stuff (and money) is a                      .

2) God gives us                          to see how                                       we are.

3) If we’re faithful, we get                    .

Matthew 25:29 (HCSB)  
For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have more than enough.  
But from the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.

4)  If we’re unfaithful, we get                     .

5) How we manage personal finances indicates who our                               really is.

OCTOBER 30: Praise God for all His unconditional love. (1 John 4:10)

OCTOBER 31: Pray that we would have teachable hearts. (Psalm 25:4)

NOVEMBER 1: Pray that our thoughts and actions would be glorifying to God. (Matthew 6:19-24)

NOVEMBER 2: Pray we are willing to give sacrificially. (Mark 12:41-44)

NOVEMBER 3: Pray for God’s guidance in our church. (Philippians 1:9-11)

NOVEMBER 4: Pray that we will passionately follow Christ’s command to reach the lost. (2 Cor. 5:18-20)

NOVEMBER 5: Pray that our church would glorify God. (Psalm 145:1-3)

Summarize the big idea of these verses.
                    

Why does God occasionally test us with money?  
                    

Can you share an example of a time that you feel like God was testing you with money?
                    

How could you do a better job of managing your time?
                    

How could you do a better job of managing your money?
                    

Do you feel that God would call you a good manager of time and money? Why or why not?
                     

Our Two                                   

1) We all have a little bit of                      .

2) We all have a little bit of                          .

Read Luke 16:1-13.

Living as a                                     

1) Everything                             to God.

2) Everything                         from God.

3) Everything is                                   by God.

4) Everything is to be                      for God.

PRAYER & DEVOTION // WEEK 2

REFLECTION QUESTIONS // WEEK 2

SERMON SERIES // WEEK 2
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“INTERNALIZE” - LUKE 12:13-21

BIG QUESTION: Why do I have                            ?

1) It is not so I can be                             . (vs. 15)

2) It is not so I can have an                                                   of possessions. (vs. 15)

You are considered                    if you have more than you                          .

3) It is not so you can                                 more for                 .

4) It is not to have enough for                          and take care of yourself.

5) It IS for you to be                     toward                 .

Additional Notes:
                        

                         

                         

                          

                         

                         

NOVEMBER 6: Praise God that we don’t have to be afraid. (Psalm 27:1)

NOVEMBER 7: Pray that we will always seek God’s will before any decisions are made. (Isaiah 55:6-9)

NOVEMBER 8: Pray that we will reach out in love to all those we come in contact with so they may see  
Christ in us. (Romans 12:9-13)

NOVEMBER 9: Give praise and thanks that we serve the risen Savior. (1 Peter 1:3)

NOVEMBER 10: Pray that our church will never rest on past accomplishments for Christ. (Acts 5:42)

NOVEMBER 11: Pray that we will put our complete trust in the Lord in every area of our lives. (1 Peter 3:13)

NOVEMBER 12: Praise Him because He loves us and will work out His purposes in our church. (Romans 8:28-29)

Summarize the big idea of these verses.
                    

Thinking about all of the “stuff” that you have, what is beyond what you really need?
                    

Can you think of some people who struggle to have some of the basic needs? Are there ways that your 
group can help these people?
                    

As Canaan looks to expand our facilities in children’s area, a welcome/community area, ministry staff 
offices, parking, classroom space, and worship space renovations, how might generous giving be an 
investment for the future?
                    

                    

Read Luke 12:13-21.

PRAYER & DEVOTION // WEEK 3

REFLECTION QUESTIONS // WEEK 3

SERMON SERIES // WEEK 3
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“MOTIVATION” - 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-11, 18-19

BIG QUESTION: What should be the goal of                                                                           ?

1) Goal: To be                          with                                    .

      These goals lead to                                                .

 2) NOT a Goal: To become                   .

a. There is                                                .

b. It is a                         .

c. Leads to                   .

d. Creates a dangerous                       .

3) Goal:               from the                                     of wealth.

a. Change                         .       b. Pursue something different.

4) Goal: For our                          to be only in              . (vs. 17)

5) Goal:                            into                                  .

a. Through                                                 .

b. Through                                       .

c. Through                               . 

Because the life in eternity is the life that is                   .

NOVEMBER 13: Confess your sins to God and mend the broken relationships you may have. (James 5:16)

NOVEMBER 14: Pray that we will always be in an attitude of prayer both day and night. (1 Thess. 5:17)

NOVEMBER 15: Pray that God will open the eyes of those who are lost. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

NOVEMBER 16: Pray that we trust the Lord in every difficult situation we face. (Psalm 55:22)

NOVEMBER 17: Pray that the Lord will keep us from discouragement in the tasks we are called to do.  
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

NOVEMBER 18: Thank God for those in biblical community. (Acts 2:42-47)

NOVEMBER 19: Thank the Lord for all He has planned for our church. (Matthew 16:18)

What is the goal of personal finances?

                    

How are you personally achieving the goal?

                    

What happens to us when our desire is to be rich?

                    

Tell about a time you may have fallen into the pursuit of riches.  

                    

Discuss ways that giving of our time and money for our building expansion is an investment in eternity.
                    

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-11, 18-19

PRAYER & DEVOTION // WEEK 4

REFLECTION QUESTIONS // WEEK 4

SERMON SERIES // WEEK 4
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BIG QUESTION: What is my next step in giving and becoming                                     ?

1) Make God                          in my finances.

2) Re-prioritize my finances based on God being                         .

3) Proceed in the Generosity                            .

a. If I’ve never                          become a new                           .

b. If I’ve given some, become a                                giver.

c. If I give                                   , become a                             .

d. If I’m a                         , become an                                            giver.

Mark 12:41-44 (NIV) 
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  
But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 
into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

4) Watch the                          move.

OUR FIRST STEPS TOGETHER 
Mark your calendar for our First Fruits Offering. We will announce our total ELEVATE 
commitments on Sunday, December 4, and celebrate what God has done in each  
of our lives to that point. This is also when each of us will be challenged to take a  
big step to start our commitment. 

Many who are committing stored resources gifts or savings are encouraged to give those  
that day in order to accelerate the vision God has for Canaan Baptist Church. Others may 
choose to accelerate current giving by offering more than usual on this date to help us  
kick-start our initiative in a big way.

We encourage everyone to participate in our First Fruits Offering so together we can begin  
to make a tremendous impact through our generosity.

“BRING IT” - MALACHI 3:6-10

SERMON SERIES // WEEK 5
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DATE PAID TO CATEGORY AMOUNT

>>> Resource from sermon series WEEK 1. Please refer to Reflection Questions on page 37.
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For more information about the ELEVATE generosity initiative, visit elevatetogetherstl.org.


