
God’s Decretive Will 
	 As we saw in the last lesson, God’s will is one, but it is revealed to us in two ways in 
Scripture. God’s will is displayed through His preceptive will (His will that is our responsibility), and, 
as we will see this lesson, His decretive will  (His will that is His responsibility alone). In summarizing 1

these concepts, John Frame said:


“God’s will is, of course, one; but since it is complex, some have distinguished different aspects of it as wills, 
plural. We should be careful with this language, but it does make it easier for us to consider the complications of 
our topic.” 
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“God’s decretive will … is his eternal purpose, by which he foreordains everything that comes to pass. God’s 
preceptive will is his valuations, particularly as revealed to us in his Word (his precepts). The decretive will 
focuses on God’s lordship attribute of control, the preceptive will on the lordship attribute of authority. God’s 
decretive will cannot be successfully opposed; it will certainly take place. It is possible, however, and often the 
case, for creatures to disobey God’s preceptive will.” 
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	 It is to this second aspect of God’s will that we turn our attention to now. As we will see, 
rather than dealing with what creation is responsible to do, this decretive aspect of God’s will 
establishes what God will accomplish in creation. Unlike the preceptive will, this will is always 
accomplished. Because of the question that we are trying to answer with these first three lessons (Is 
God Always In Control?), it will serve us well to survey what God has revealed concerning this 
aspect of His will.


1. God’s decretive will is eternal 

	 This first description helps us learn that God’s will precedes creation. When we pick up with 
the Creation account, we must realize that God is doing everything with a particular plan in mind. In 
this sense, God has a perfect decree that He is executing by creating, and all of history is His 
“unfolding” of that plan. He is not coming up with ideas as He acts. Notice what the following 
passages show you about God’s will with regards to time:


Isa. 46:8-11 - “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former things 
of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all 
my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I 
will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.”


1 Corinthians 2:7 -  But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for 
our glory.


Ephesians 1:3-4 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him.


2 Timothy 1:9-10 - …who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his 
own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been 
manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel…


 Sometimes referred to as His sovereign will, secret will, determined will, hidden will, ultimate will, 1

comprehensive will, etc.
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Revelation 13:7-8 - Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given 
it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 
whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was 
slain.


Revelation 17:8 - The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to 
destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.


	 God, in eternity past, decreed everything that will come to pass, and we see this plan 
unfolding as history progresses towards His intended goal. How does this encourage you whenever 
you are tempted to think that things are “out of control”?


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 We will look now at what details are included in this plan that was established before the 
foundation of the world.


2. God’s decretive will is comprehensive 

	 God’s eternal decree is inclusive of everything in all of creation for all of its history. This truth is 
summarized in Ephesians 1:11.


Eph. 1:11 - In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him 
who works all things according to the counsel of his will 

	 In order to understand what is meant by “all things”, notice what is underlined in the passages 
below. Each reference will emphasize a different detail that is under the Lord’s control.


Deut. 2:30 - But Sihon the king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him, for the Lord your God hardened his 
spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day.


Deut. 29:4 - But to this day the Lord has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.


Ruth 4:13 - So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bore a son.


Prov. 16:4 - The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.


Prov. 16:33 - The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.


Ps. 135:6-7 - Whatever the Lord pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. He it is 
who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, who makes lightnings for the rain and brings forth the wind 
from his storehouses.


Proverbs 21:1 - The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will. 


Matt. 6:26 - Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?


Acts 11:18 - When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles 
also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”




Acts 13:48 - And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

	 While it is impossible for us to give a detailed listing of everything covered by this decretive 
will of God, the above passages help you see that there is no aspect of creation that is outside of it. 
There is nothing in creation nor in history that exists without God’s decreeing it. Reflecting on the 
preceptive will that we studied last time, how does this description reveal a difference between the 
two of them?


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 Before we leave this point of God’s decretive will being comprehensive, it is worth pointing 
out that this aspect of His will explains how He knows the future. There are far too many who 
willingly agree that God knows all things, but, when you press them to explain how He knows this, 
they reverse the explanation that Scripture gives. For them, God’s knowledge of all things springs 
forth from His ability to see all things, even before they occur. This is not the ground in which 
Scripture roots His omniscience. Instead, God knows all things because he decrees all things. We 
must never forget that God has never learned anything. Therefore, He knows all things because all 
things owe their existence to Him. Notice how the following passages support this point.


Isaiah 37:6 - “‘Have you not heard that I determined it long ago? I planned from days of old what now I bring to 
pass, that you should make fortified cities crash into heaps of ruins…


Isaiah 46:8-11 - “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former 
things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from 
the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish 
all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, 
and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.


	 In correcting those who root God’s omniscience in His foresight rather than His decree, 
MacArthur and Mayhue helpfully said: 


“In the first place, it posits that the events of reality are somehow disconnected from God himself. When God 
‘looks into the future,’ it is said, he discovers what will happen independently of his sovereign decree and then 
makes decisions on the basis of what he learns by his so-called foreknowledge. Besides fundamentally 
undermining the omniscience of God, this position misunderstands that the events of the future take place 
precisely because God has decreed them to take place. As has been demonstrated above, God ‘works all 
things according to the counsel of his own will’ (Eph. 1:11; cf. Pss. 115:3; 135:6; Isa. 46:10; Dan. 4:35). Thus, 
God does not form his decree because he knows the future; rather, he knows the future because he has 
decreed the future.” 
4

	 Therefore, we can know that our God is omniscient, and that omniscience is rooted in the fact 
that He has decreed what will be regarding the largest and smallest details of the universe. Nothing 
exists or happens apart from His decree.


3. God’s decretive will is freely determined by Him alone 

	 When it comes to His eternal decree, God also reveals that there was nothing outside of 
Himself that caused Him to will one thing over another. Whatever He decreed to take place, He 
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willed it without influence from anyone or anything else.Notice how the following passages express 
His plan as something that He willingly decides to do.


Isaiah 14:27 - For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will 
turn it back?


Isaiah 19:12 - Where then are your wise men? Let them tell you that they might know what the Lord of hosts has 
purposed against Egypt.

Isaiah 23:9 - The Lord of hosts has purposed it, to defile the pompous pride of all glory, to dishonor all the 
honored of the earth.


Ephesians 1:8b-9, 11 - With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ … In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will 

	 In Deuteronomy 7:6-8, what does God say did NOT cause His choosing of Israel? What did 
He say DID cause His choosing of Israel?


Deuteronomy 7:6-8 - “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be 
a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for 
you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to 
your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.


Israel was not chosen because: ______________________________________________________


Israel was chosen because: __________________________________________________________


	 Like Moses above, Paul also lets us know what motivation(s) lie behind God’s choices. What 
does Romans 9:14-18 teach us regarding who receives God’s mercy, compassion, and hardening? 
Also, what is God “desiring” to do through all of these choices?


Rom. 9:14-24 - What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I 
will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it 
depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this 
very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed 
in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. You will say to 
me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to 
God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the 
clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? What if 
God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he 
has prepared beforehand for glory—even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 
Gentiles?


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 As we have noted, God’s eternal decree is something that came from His own will. It was not 
helped, altered, or influenced by anyone or anything outside of Himself. This point will be more 
obvious when you remember that God’s decretive will is eternal. Since his decree precedes creation, 
it is impossible something else to have influenced Him since nothing else existed. God alone is 
responsible for why He willed whatever He decreed.




4. God’s decretive will is immutable and infallible 

	 Notice what the following passages say about the security of God’s plans.


Psalm 115:2-3 - Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our God is in the heavens; he does all that 
he pleases.


Psalm 135:6 - Whatever the Lord pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps.

Isa. 14:24 - The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand … For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn 
it back?


Isaiah 46:9-10 - …remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’


Psalm 33:10-11 - The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations.


	 How does this description highlight another difference between the “preceptive” and 
“decretive” aspects of God’s will?


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 In speaking of God’s decretive will being unable to fail, Louis Berkhof said:


“Man may and often does alter his plans for various reasons. It may be that in making his plan he lacked 
seriousness of purpose, that he did not fully realize what the plan involved, or that he is [lacking] the power to 
carry it out. But in God nothing of the kind is conceivable. He is not deficient in knowledge, veracity, or power. 
Therefore He need not change His decree because of a mistake of ignorance, nor because of inability to carry it 
out. And He will not change it, because He is the immutable God and because He is faithful and true.” 
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	 Our God is not only a God who has a decretive will that is eternal and comprehensive, but, 
unlike His preceptive will, His decretive will can never be frustrated or cancelled. Therefore, as we 
will look at in our application section, everything He sets out to do will certainly be accomplished. 
This is one of the main reasons we declare that He is worthy to be trusted in all of His promises!


5. God’s decretive will is mysterious 

	 Though some insights to God’s decretive will are given to us in His word, we must not make 
the mistake of taking away all mystery involved in this will. His decretive will is rooted in His infinite 
wisdom, and, if we are to know any of it, we are dependent on Him to reveal it to us. Notice how 
Paul expresses our inability to know God’s wise plans apart from Him making them known to us.


1 Corinthians 2:7-10 - But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what 
God has prepared for those who love him”—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.


 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 104-1055



	 Because God’s decretive will is both rooted in His infinite wisdom and only partially revealed 
in Scripture, we should not be shocked when it contradicts, confuses, or overwhelms us. Our limited 
and imperfect knowledge of God’s decretive will is dependent on it being revealed to us, and even 
what He has chosen to reveal is too much for us to handle. These passages make this clear:


Psalm 40:3 - You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none 
can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.


Romans 11:33-36 - Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.


	 Therefore, we must remember that there will be things that He has ordained to take place that 
make little or no sense to us now. We must keep in mind that we do not know everything, and we are 
finite and fallen creatures. Joel Beeke, in commenting on the danger involved in critiquing God’s 
mysterious will, said:


“As His plan unfolds for the world, we encounter suffering that seems unjust and absurd. However, if we rise up 
against the Lord to complain against Him and accuse Him of wronging us, then He will one day confront us with 
His transcendent glory, and we will be compelled to confess with Job, ‘I have uttered what I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know’ (Job 42:3).” 
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	 Beeke goes on to explain how God’s decretive will can be compared to an iceberg, and what 
can be seen above the water is the small part of His decretive will that has been revealed. As the 
Psalmist and Paul say above, even this limited bit of revelation is too much for us to handle. How 
much more incomprehensible is the infinite and unrevealed part of His decree that lies beneath the 
water. Remembering this will keep us from speaking in a way that we will regret when we meet Him. 
It also reminds us that we must know that His will is always good and wise, no matter what things 
look like to us now. Let’s look at this aspect of His will now.


6. God’s decretive will is good and wise 

	 With all that God has revealed to us about His decretive will, it still remains necessary to 
remind people that all of His plans are both good and wise. Though we will study God’s goodness 
later in this series, it will be helpful at this time to see how He has repeatedly described both Himself 
and His will as being good and wise.


Deut. 32:4 - The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
just and upright is he.


Psalm 33:4-5 - For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. He loves 
righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.


Isaiah 25:1-2 - O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done wonderful 
things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the 
foreigners' palace is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.


1 Corinthians 1:25 - For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.


1 Corinthians 2:6-7 - Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory.


 Beeke, Reformed Systematic Theology, p. 965-966 - Scripture reference changed to ESV6



	 Christians, when they forget that God’s will is always good and wise, can be tempted to think 
that God is being cold, arbitrary, or foolish. We would do well to remember the wise words of Louis 
Berkhof when he said:


“There may be a great deal in the decree that passes human understanding and is inexplicable to the finite 
mind, but it contains nothing that is irrational or arbitrary. God formed his determination with wise insight and 
knowledge.” 
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	 Why do you think it is so vital for us to remember that all of His ways are right, good, wise, 
etc.? What are we tempted with when we forget this?


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


7. God’s decretive will is centered on Christ 

	 After making the case that God’s will is always good, we must not overlook the main thing 
that makes His eternal decree the best thing that anyone could imagine! This decretive will of God is 
centered on the glory of Christ being displayed for all of creation in the clearest way possible. In 
order to see that God’s will involves presenting Christ as the preeminent One, notice how the 
following passages make it clear that it is God’s intention to establish Jesus as the unrivaled Ruler of 
all creation.


Psalm 2:7-8 - I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of 
me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.


John 3:35 - The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.


Col. 1:16, 18 -  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him … And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent.


	 In making His Son the the focus of Creation, the Father is not diminishing His own glory. How 
does Philippians 2:5-11 prove that the Father’s glory and Christ’s exaltation work with each other 
rather than compete against one another?


Phil. 2:5-11 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 So, God’s decretive will is one that joyfully and purposely has Christ as its focus, but, as 
Philippians 2 shows, it will also prove to bring our Triune God the greatest glory possible.


 Berkhof, Systematice Theology, p. 1047



8. God’s decretive will is culminating in God’s glory 

	 What does Paul say was the ultimate purpose behind each Member of the Trinity’s work of 
salvation for us? (Hint: It is referred to three times)


Ephesians 1:3-14 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.


___________________________________________________________________________________


	 As you can see in these last two points, all of creation is wrapped up in this unfolding plan 
that involves Jesus Christ being exalted as the preeminent Lord of all creation, and this is ultimately 
working to the praise of the eternal Triune God forever and ever. This is why God’s people universally 
confess that His eternal decree is infinitely glorious. It will accomplish both our highest joy and His 
greatest glory! This is a decree that is only possible because the eternally wise God of all creation 
decreed it before the ages began.


	 In trying to summarize the descriptions that we have seen of God’s decretive will, Joel Beeke 
said that it is best defined as: 


“[T]he eternal and sovereign purpose of the triune God, based upon His will alone according to His 
incomprehensible wisdom and goodness, that determines all persons, things, events, and relationships outside 
of Himself for His manifest glory in Jesus Christ.” 
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	 It is only in understanding this decretive will of God that we will arrive at a biblical answer to 
our question (Is God Always In Control?). In order to know whether or not God is in control of all 
things, we have to start here, but we must not stop here. In our third lesson, we will add to this a 
study of God’s omnipotence (infinite power). It is one thing for us to establish that God has a will that 
He has decreed will come to pass, but it is another to prove that He has the ability to bring it to pass. 


Practical Applications of God’s Decretive Will  9

God’s decretive will causes us to:


1. Entrust ourselves to His will over our own 

	 Because God’s decretive will is immutable, infallible, and wise, we must think differently about 
our plans that do not come to pass. Our plans, unlike God’s will, are dependent on so many things 
outside of ourselves. Our desires can go unfulfilled because of weather, injuries, traffic, changes in 

 Beeke, Reformed Systematic Theology, p. 968-9698
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mood, stomach aches, or a whole host of other issues. This is why we must always make our plans 
with a giant “if” attached to them. We are wise to make plans, but we are foolish to think we can 
know that they will come to pass. The Lord always holds the power to veto our plans. This is clearly 
seen in James 4:15.


James 4:13-16 - Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend 
a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For 
you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will 
live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.


	 Again, it is worth noting that our plans are dependent on His, not the other way around. The 
passage does not say “The Lord will do this or that if we will”. Instead, all of our plans are subject to 
His will. This is why the phrase “Lord willing” is so commonly used by Christians. Knowing that 
God’s will is good and wise makes it easier to handle the times when our plans fail. We must always 
rest in His sovereignty when we face “frustrations” of all kinds. Wilhelmus À Brakel helpfully said:


“…consider and believe unreservedly that all that God has decreed concerning His elect He has decreed to their 
benefit to such a degree that they could not have imagined or desired anything to be more profitable. Approve of 
this truth and apply it to your own situation. If you may believe yourself to be a partaker of Jesus Christ, God’s 
decree will be precious to you. You will be able to find sweet rest in it, and you will be able to surrender 
everything into the Lord’s hand with ease, saying, ‘He may accomplish in me whatever He has decreed 
concerning me, and it will be well’ … Consider that His decree is for your good, even though you cannot perceive 
this beforehand. Then you will not fear, even if everything were to be turned upside down.” 
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2. Trust in God’s promises 

	 There will be things in your life that make it “look” like God is either not in control, not wise, 
not loving, not good, or not any of the other things that He says He is in His word. It’s moments like 
these where we have to remember to trust what He has revealed about Himself in His word rather 
than what “feel” about Him because of our circumstances. This is the kind of faith that Paul was 
describing in Romans 4:21.


Romans 4:18-21 - In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he 
had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as 
he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.


	 It is this kind of faith that not only justifies, but it sustains a believer through their whole life so 
that they can persevere until the end. It is the kind of faith that is rooted in the fact that our God is in 
the Heavens, and he does all that He pleases, no matter what things look like on earth!


3. Praise Him with humility 

	 Be humbled by how great God is and how frail you are! It is a good thing to remember these 
kind of distinctions between God and His creation. Learn to embrace these kind truths so that the 
lines between us and God remain sharp in their distinction, and we are appropriately filled with 
wonder, awe, and praise, like Psalm 33:8 says.


Ps. 33:8 - Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!


 Wilhelmus À Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service, Vol. 1, p. 208-20910



4. Hope for the salvation of others 

	 Never give up on people who are still on “this side” of eternity. Because God is sovereign over 
all things, He can change even the hardest of hearts. Take these encouraging words to heart:


“When we consider the hardness of men’s hearts and their slavish attachment to this world, we may despair of 
their conversion and cry out, ‘Who then can be saved?’ Christ answers, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible’ (Mark 10:27).” 
11

	 If God’s eternal decree was at the mercy of man’s will, then there would be no hope of it ever 
being accomplished, and we would have no hope for any of God’s enemies to become His children. 
It is God’s ability to do everything He wills that gives us hope for the hopeless. We may have loved 
ones that seem more resistant to the Lord than anyone else that we know, but we must remember 
that God’s word can be used by Him to break even the hardest of hearts. Continue to speak the 
truth to all while relying on God to make the impossible become a reality!


5. Boldly go to God in prayer 

	 We are encouraged by this study of God’s will to go to Him with all of our requests. He is able 
to do anything that He purposes to do! Many claim that God’s sovereignty is a deterrent for prayer, 
but the opposite is true. Could you imagine anything more discouraging to your discipline of prayer 
than talking to a God who must have man’s permission to act? Instead, we pray to God because He 
is sovereign. This means He can accomplish the most “impossible” of tasks and infinitely more! 


Ephesians 3:20-21 - Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.

 Beeke, Reformed Systematic Theology, p. 77811
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