
Dear Cornerstone Family and Friends, 


The unique time in which we currently live is causing us (Pastors Dave and Josh) to re- 
evaluate nearly everything about our Church’s “normal” life. Because of the COVID-19, 
medical recommendations, government regulations, biblical commands, and Church 
needs, there are many things to balance as we think through how to best move 
forward. We want to do everything we can to serve as many people as possible while 
remembering that we must ultimately be concerned with loving our God and our 
neighbor. As we have met with each other and with the Care Group leaders, we have 
tried our best to figure out what kind of plan will honor the Lord and serve those around 
us. 


We want you to know that we are aware of our President’s recommendation of the 
CDC’s suggested 15-Day guideline that includes avoiding groups larger than 10 people 
(https://bit.ly/ 2QrQnv5). When reviewing their material, we noticed that both of them 
emphasized listening to our state and local authorities. In our attempt to do that very 
thing, we have seen that our Governor has mandated that all groups over 50 cease 
meeting, but she has clearly exempted “Religious gatherings, as long as attendees can 
engage in appropriate social distancing” (https://bit.ly/3d9OVXQ). 


Now, when the government suggests or demands that our Church cease meeting, we 
do have to evaluate if it is good and godly to listen to them. The Government is 
certainly an institution wisely given to us by God, but they are capable of reaching 
beyond their God-given authority and making laws that require people to sin. In the 
case where they force us to choose between obeying them or God, we must always 
choose to obey God. If we do that, we will be content with whatever punishments the 
government sees fit to give us because we know that all of this is ultimately coming 
from the wise, good, and sovereign hand of our Father in Heaven. This is exactly what 
was happening in Acts 5:17-42. God must always get our ultimate allegiance. 


Having said that, we do not see the current requirements by our Governor as a form of 
persecution, and we see it as wise, good, and loving to listen to her. We are choosing 
to submit to the ban on assemblies of groups larger than 50, even though we know we 
technically have an exemption from it. As always, any changes in what is required by 
our government will also demand further evaluation of our compliance. For now, 
though, we will move forward with a general guideline of not having groups larger than 
50 meet together. 


Now we are assuming this, but with 83 members in our Church and many more visitors 
who will read this letter, there are certainly going to be strong and opposite opinions on 
what we are doing. Some of you hear the CDC’s recommendation of no groups larger 
than 10, and you think that this guideline should trump the Governor’s 50 person ban. 
Others of you think all of this mandated change regarding COVID-19 is somewhat 
ridiculous, and if it were up to you, you would continue life as normal. Still, there are 
others of you who exist somewhere between those 2 views. 




We point these things out to highlight the fact that, during a time like this, there will be 
numerous opportunities for divisions to occur in our body. So no matter what your view 
is, we are wanting you to remember what our Lord graciously commands us in 
Ephesians 4:1-3: 


I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


We will obey that passage only when we remember Philippians 2:1-11:


So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have 
this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


As we learned in our Philippians study this year, Christians do not divide because of 
differences. Instead, we divide when we are prideful in our differences. In other words, 
disagreements are never a cause for our fights, arguments, and quarrels. We must 
always realize the blame lies squarely on our selfishness, idolatry, and unwillingness to 
think like Christ did and serve others. So as we think about how to maintain unity in a 
time like this, you must remember what the Lord also says to us through Paul in 
Romans 14:1-12: 


As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One 
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let 
not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one 
day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be 
fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of 
the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, 
while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For 
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and of the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why 



do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for 
it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 


This passage helps us keep in mind, as we try to humbly maintain unity, that Christians 
not only will but can disagree on many matters and still please the Lord. This means 
that someone who loves the same Lord you love can take a different approach while 
still honoring the same Lord you are honoring by your approach. You must fight the 
temptation to impugn motives, intelligence, or someone’s love of God and neighbor 
when you see a brother or sister in the Lord acting differently than you act. 


With all of this in mind, we want to make you aware that we currently see it as best to 
cease assembling in our normal weekly ministries with a few exceptions. As of today 
(3/18/20), there will be no Sunday School, Sunday Worship Service, Care Groups, 
AWANA, Youth Group, or Ironman. In an attempt to keep some sort of fellowship and 
encouragement, we do still want to provide a few opportunities. 


Before we explain what those opportunities will include, we want to be as clear as we 
can regarding these meetings. THESE MEETINGS ARE NOT CHURCH. They are simply 
our way of providing something for those who would like to come and participate. If 
you choose to not involve yourself in any of these things, it is not a sin, and we are 
assuming the best about your decision and will support it. We also want to make it 
clear that you do still have the Lord’s good and wise commands to practice the “one 
anothers” (https://bit.ly/33tuUXP). So while you may not choose to do them through 
the means we are providing, you are still responsible to them in some way. You need to 
think through how you and those you lead will still be involved in the lives of those in 
our Church to whatever degree you can. 


Current Opportunities At CBC 


• The Tuesday evening Bible study for women will continue to meet. There will be 
no childcare provided, and you will resume the “Contentment” video series as 
planned. Please get in touch with Danae if you have any questions. 


• The Thursday morning Bible study for women will continue to meet, but it will 
switch to 6:45 pm on Thursday evening. There will be no childcare provided, and 
you will begin the “Contentment” video series as planned. Please get in touch 
with Sherlynn if you have any questions. 


• Pastor Josh will be meeting with the Care Group leaders. Each Care Group 
leader will then get in touch with the men that are in their group. A meeting will 
be set up for your Care Group’s men to meet at a time that works for your group. 
If you have any questions, please let your Care Group leader when they contact 
you or let a pastor or the office know. 




• Pastor Dave is planning to make the remaining AWANA lessons available for 
parents to have in order to go through them with their kids. He will get more 
information to those our AWANA families as it becomes available. If you have 
any questions, please contact him. 


• Assuming the 8-week ban will not be lengthened, we are still planning on having 
VBS. CBC Members, please let Molly Dudley know if you are able to volunteer. 


• We also just received an email yesterday from ASCEND camp that they are still 
planning to have the camp. If ASCEND still happens, we will have our fundraiser 
potluck as soon as we are able. 


• The showers planned for (4/4/20) and (4/25) will still happen as planned. If the 
regulations change, we will adjust what we need to while trying to have 
something for them. 


• Our Family Meeting will be moved to May 17 in hopes that we are able to 
resume meeting on that Sunday  
As pastors, we are always trying to think about how to shepherd our sheep in 
the best way possible. We truly want to see your greatest joy and God’s greatest 
glory accomplished. One of our main concerns during this 8 week ban is that 
you would remain vigilant against your sin. Your flesh is not taking a break 
because COVID-19 is stopping everything else around you. None of us are 
glorified yet, and we must all remain focused in our killing of sin and our pursuit 
of knowing Christ. A passage we discussed in our meeting with the Care Group 
leaders was Hebrews 3:12-14: 
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long 
as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
confidence firm to the end. 


Notice that you must “take care” of your heart. If you don’t, then you will develop “an 
evil, unbelieving heart” that will lead “you to fall away from the living God.” This means 
that spiritual laziness is the breeding ground for apostasy. So in this time filled with 
quarantines and isolation, don’t forget that you must “take care”. The author goes on 
to explain that you “take care” by “exhort[ing] one another”. This is why we are 
stressing that you must do something for your soul, even if it isn’t one of the options 
we are providing during this time. This daily exhortation, no matter how it comes to 
you, is what God uses to keep you from being “hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”. 
Even in this crazy season, sin is still lying to you, and you are still capable of believing 



its lies. Your best weapon to fight sin’s lies and keep your heart from being hardened is 
to avail yourself to some kind of daily exhortation. This is the means God has provided 
for us to remain faithful to Him during our time here on earth. 


We know that many of the normal means of daily exhortation will look differently during 
a time like this. Though these resources can never replace what we have in our local 
Church, we are wanting to provide you with a few other ideas to help with all that we 
are losing during this time. 


• Ligonier Ministries (https://www.ligonier.org) has released all of their audio and 
video lessons for free. There are many helpful resources through this ministry, 
and you would do well to take advantage of this. 


• Grace To You (https://www.gty.org), as always, has all of John MacArthur’s 
sermons available for free. They also have a YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/user/JohnMacArthurGTY) with many of his sermons and 
conferences on video. 


If you were not able to go through the Philippians study that our Church did this year, 
this would be a great time to do it. You can find that on our website (https://
www.cbcmac.org/ironman).  

We would like to suggest that you use these resources and others like them in 
whatever way you see fit. Maybe this would be a great time for your family to go 
through a study together. Maybe you could invite another family over from Church and 
watch, listen, or study together. You may also think about inviting a neighbor over in 
order to go through something with them. Again, by God’s grace, there are 
opportunities to still serve our Church and our neighbors, even though they are less 
than ideal circumstances. 

 
One of the most important suggestions we have for you is to look through the list of 
CBC members that you have from the Family meeting or on the directory app and pray 
for them. This is an extremely practical way we can keep our commitment to serve one 
another. We also want to make you aware that the new Members we discussed in our 
last Family Meeting have been added to our Church body, and we plan to have a public 
presentation of this as soon as we are able to assemble as a Church again. 

 
In our attempt to think through every area of our Church’s life, it is obvious that many of 
you will be impacted by this season in ways that we are unaware. Some of you may 
need help with kids, bills, medicine, groceries, and more. Please know that our Church 
is here to help those around us and especially each other (Galatians 6:10). If any of you 
need assistance with anything during this season, please let either a pastor or your 



Care Group leader know. We will try to figure out how to serve whatever needs we are 
able to during this time. 

 
Lastly, we wanted to bring to your attention that, like many others, our Church will still 
have financial needs during this time. Since we are not assembling on Sunday morning, 
we wanted to make it clear how you can still give to our Church if you are able. You are 
able to bring it by the office (open Mon-Thur 9am-4pm). You can also mail it to the 
Church (224 South Maple St.). And beginning today, you can give online. If you go to 
the Church website (www.cbc.org), you will notice a new button at the bottom of the 
homepage that says “Online Giving”. This will bring you to a page that will allow you to 
fill out the information, and the company we are using said that it should process in 1-2 
business days. If you have any other questions regarding this, please get in contact 
with Josh Menard. 


Hopefully this letter has brought some clarity to what life will look like for our Church 
during these strange times. We know that there will be things we have overlooked, and 
we are asking that you reach out to us if there is anything you notice that isn’t being 
taken care of or if you have a question of any kind. Though we know these days will 
bring untold difficulties for many people, we are glad to know that we serve a God who 
is always wise, good, and sovereign. Please do all you can to love Him and His people 
during this time. 


Thank you, 
Dave Cahoone and Josh Mills 



