
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #12 - 3:1-3


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 3:1-3


• Read 2:1-6 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 12


• Read through chapter 3 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

Before you do this study, it will serve you well to go back and read Genesis 17:9-14, Acts 
15:1-35, and Romans 4:1-25. This will help you see how God’s command of circumcision 
became misused and misunderstood in the early Church. It will also show you how the early 
Church handled the issue of the Judaizers and justification.


1. Paul commands the Philippians to do what in v. 1? This command is to be fulfilled “in” 
what/whom?


2. What is Paul trying to accomplish for the Philippians by writing “the same things”?


3. Paul repeats what command three times? When you see an author repeat something this 
much and this quickly, what does that let you know about his urgency?




4. Paul says to “look out” for what three things? To whom/what does this refer? How did you 
come to this conclusion?


5. Why are these 3 descriptions appropriate for the people Paul is warning them about?


6. In contrast to the previous group, Paul describes “the circumcision” in what 3 ways? What 
do each of these phrases mean?


Questions For Application 

1. Paul commands them to “rejoice in the Lord”. In light of the circumstances of the 
Philippians and Paul, why is “in the Lord” such a necessary phrase to remember?




2. Why does Paul command them to “rejoice” in a context where he is warns them about 
“dogs”, “evildoers”, and “those who mutilate the flesh”? What does this let you know 
about a Christian’s joy and false teachers?


3. Paul uses some of his harshest language here in ch. 3 to describe other people professing 
to be Christians but teaching incorrectly. He says it is done so the Philippians would be 
“safe”. How does harsh language like this provide safety for Christians?


4. There are times when a soft correction is necessary (Acts 18:24-28), and there are other 
times where a sharp rebuke is necessary (Matt. 23:1-36; Gal. 5:7-12; Phil. 3:2). How do 
you know which response is appropriate for the given situation? The quote on the next 
page should help you answer this question.




“You see, dear friends, this is a Gospel-driven warning! We speak so severely because the 
very Gospel is at stake! And so because we love you with the affection of a father for his 

children, we do not hesitate to warn you in the plainest language to beware of the dogs who 
call themselves the “Church of Christ,” who teach that your faith in Jesus Christ is incomplete 
until you undergo the rite of baptism! Beware of the dogs among the Seventh-Day Adventists 

who require the keeping of the Sabbath for salvation! Beware of the evil workers of 
Mormonism and those who call themselves Jehovah’s Witnesses, who make Jesus to be 

either nothing more than a mere man or the spirit-brother of Satan, and in so doing place the 
burden for attaining righteousness upon the backs of depraved sinners! And beware of the 

dogs of the Roman Catholic Church, who are mutilators not of the flesh but of men’s souls, as 
they anathematize the Gospel of Christ in the 24th Canon of the Council of Trent when they 
teach, and I quote, “If anyone says that the [justification] received is not preserved and…
increased before God through good works but that those works are merely the fruits and 

signs of justification obtained, but not the cause of the increase, let him be anathema.” Dogs! 
Evil workers! Butchers of the souls of men, who become blind guides of the blind, who refuse 
to submit to the words of Scripture: “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, 
otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom 11:6)! . . . Some of you still think that such a display 

of emotion in reaction to false teaching is imprudent. But dear friends, can we regard these 
things so lightly when it is so plain that Paul took them so seriously? Can we relegate the 
difference between (a) good works as the evidence of salvation and (b) good works as the 
ground of salvation to a mere doctrinal quibble among people who are overly-narrow and 

academic, when the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God could write 
so severely? Words, dear friends, ideas, doctrines and teachings—they are the difference 

between an eternity in heaven, with fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore at the right hand 
of God (Ps 16:11), and an eternity in hell, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of His power (2 Thess 1:9).” Mike Riccardi - A Gospel-Driven Warning


5. How can we help our Church guard against legalism and false gospels? Why are these 
battles worth fighting?


6. How does Col. 2:8-15 explain circumcision’s fulfillment? Understanding this will help you 
see why Paul emphasizes the disciples for Jesus are “the circumcision”.




7. Even things good commands from God can become sinful when done for the wrong 
reason. What are some of Christ’s commands that people today twist into sinful activities 
by doing them with a bad heart? Do you see any areas in your life where your “righteous” 
actions aren’t done with the right heart?


8. Think through Paul’s 3 descriptions of the true people of God. Do you understand each 
one? Do you see evidence of their presence and increase in your life? How can you 
continue to grow in them?


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter


