
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #15 - 3:12-16


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 

3:12-16


• Read 2:1-8 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 15


• Read through chapter 3 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. What is “this” that Paul has not yet “obtained” in v. 12?


2. With these first two clarifications, what wrong conclusion is Paul wanting to avoid? What 
has he said that could lead to this wrong conclusion?


3. Paul confesses that he presses on to do what, and he presses on for what reason?


4. After reiterating that he has not made “it” his own, Paul says he does focus on what “one 
thing”? He does this “one thing” through what two means?




5. What is “the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”?


6. Though the ESV does not translate it, the NASB and CSB show that v. 15 begins with 
“therefore”. Paul’s conclusion to v.12-14 is that the “mature” should think what way?


7. If there are those in the Philippian congregation who don’t agree with v. 12-14, Paul’s 
promise is God will do what?


8. What does Paul mean by holding “true to what we have attained”?


Questions For Application 

1. What does it look like for a Christian to think they have already “obtained this” and are 
already “perfect”? Why is this so dangerous? (1 John 1:5-2:6) What can you do to avoid 
this kind of thinking?




2. What in your life shows that you are pressing on like Paul? What evidence do you see that 
God’s grace is giving you a similar zeal and drive?


3. Again, we see that Paul is rooting all of his godly efforts in God’s prior and secure grace 
just like he explained in 2:12-13. BECAUSE Christ has made Paul His own, Paul presses 
on. Why is this such a vital balance to remember?


4. What past accomplishments or failures do you “remember” that keep you from pressing 
on? What can you do about this?


5. Paul promises that God will correct errors in His people regarding v. 12-14. What are some 
ways God has promised to do this? How do you take advantage of these means to have 
God correct your thinking?




6. What temptations are there in your life to regress and not “hold true to what” you have 
“attained”?


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter


