
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #16 - 3:17-4:1


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 

3:17-4:1


• Read 2:1-8 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 16


• Read through chapter 3 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. Paul commands these “brothers” to do what two things in v. 17?


2. What is Paul’s reason for these two commands?


3. Paul gives many descriptions of how these “many” people “walk”. Explain each one.


1. Enemies of the cross - 


2. Their end is destruction - 


3. Their god is their belly - 




4. They glory in their shame - 


5. With minds set on earthly things - 


4. What one description does Paul give of believers in v.20 in contrast to those he just 
described? Where has this kind of language previously appeared in Philippians?


5. What will Christ do to believers when He returns, and how will He be able to do this?


6. To what does this “Therefore” refer, and what is its point? (For Help: Notice where “stand 
firm” has previously appeared, and summarize what is sandwiched between)




Questions For Application 

1. Paul has already expressed his lack of practical perfection in this life, but he tells the 
Philippians to imitate him in v. 17. Is this prideful? What is it about Paul and others that 
makes them worthy of imitation? Think of the areas in your life where you would not want 
others to imitate you and consider what the Lord says to do about it.


2. Consider those that the Lord has put in your local Church that are worthy of imitation. 
What is it about them that makes you view them this way?


3. What kind of response do you have toward obvious “enemies of the cross”? How is this 
response affected when you remember that we were all in this category at some point? 
See Rom. 5:6-11


4. Understanding that all believers are in a process of progressively being sanctified, 
compare yourself to the enemies of the cross and see if there are any similarities. Which 
ones do you see? What can be done to change this for God’s glory and your good?




5. What tempts you to forget where your citizenship really is? What is it about your life that 
reveals this world is feeling more and more like home to you? What can be done to remind 
yourself where your true home is?


6. What means of grace (spiritual disciplines) are you committing yourself to in order to stand 
firm in the Lord? How does your local Church play a role in this? Think about what can be 
done to help you in this area AND be sure give glory to God for the growth you are seeing.


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter


