
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #20 - 4:14-23


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 

4:14-23


• Read 2:1-11 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 20


• Read through chapter 4 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. Paul commended the Philippians for what in v. 14? How does this clarify a possible 
misconception from v. 11-13?


2. The Philippians have come to “share” in Paul’s sufferings through what means according 
to v. 15?


3. Remember from Acts that Paul left Philippi to go to Thessalonica. Even though this was a 
short journey, what does v. 16 reveal about the Philippians “partnership” with Paul?


4. Again, in v. 17, Paul wants to clarify what misunderstanding? What is he truly seeking?




5. How is the Philippians’ gift to Paul “fruit that increases to [their] credit”?


6. What were the Philippians able to do for Paul, according to v. 18? How did they do this?


7. How does Paul further describe their gift(s) in v. 18? What did he mean by these phrases?


8. What promise does Paul give the Philippians in v. 19?


9. Paul ends this section by saying all glory belongs to whom? For how long?


10. Paul also ends by greeting whom? He specifically singles out greetings from whom?




11. Paul ends by praying what for the Philippians? Why is this necessary?


Questions For Application 

1. How do you partner in the Gospel with your local Church? Consider all the resources you 
have, and think through how you are using them for the spread of the Gospel.


2. In order to better understand how faithful partnerships in the Gospel work, read this quote 
from Mike Riccardi:


• “You see, the Philippians couldn’t take the Gospel all throughout the Roman Empire the 
way Paul could. The Philippians couldn’t preach the Gospel to four different Roman 
soldiers of the Praetorian Guard each day the way Paul could, since they were chained 
to him for six hours at a time. The Philippians couldn’t stand trial before Felix, Festus, 
and Agrippa—and even before the Emperor himself—in order to make a case for 
Christianity the way Paul could. But because the Philippians gave of their financial 
resources to support Paul’s needs as he carried out that unique apostolic ministry, Paul 
says, “You have just as much fellowship and partnership in that Gospel ministry as I do! 
You’re just as much a participant in those Gospel endeavors as I am!” And friends, you 
and I can’t travel to Italy and Germany, to Russia and the Ukraine, to South Africa and 
Malawi, to India and the Philippines—and preach the Gospel and plant churches and 
start training centers to train national pastors to equip and lead their people according to 
God’s Word. Oh, but we can be just as much a participant in those ministries as our 
missionaries on the ground by faithfully and sacrificially supporting them with our 
financial resources! It’s said that as that great missionary, William Carey, prepared to 
leave everything he’d ever known in England to take the Gospel to the unknown world of 
India, he looked at his brothers in Christ who would eventually form the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and said, “Well, I will go down, if you will hold the rope.” Friends, as 
our missionaries dive, as faithful soldiers, into the trenches to take the Gospel to places 
where we, limited to a small corner of Southern California, could never hope to take it, 
we hold the rope! And so we participate in that ministry! And it knits our hearts together 
with those missionaries, such that there is a unique fellowship, a unique communion with 
them, through the meeting of their needs. And I don’t know about you, but that reality 
delightfully compels me to strategically think of ways that I might be able to give of my 
resources to meet the needs of our missionaries.” 



• Read 2 John 1:4-11. John commands them to not “receive him into your house or give 
him any greeting” in order to prevent what?


• Read 3 John 1:5-8. John commends “support” for these “strangers” so that they “may 
become” what?


• Are you encouraged to think differently about how you become a partner and fellow 
worker in the Gospel when you consider Mike’s quote and the passages from John?


3. Another helpful quote comes from Matthew Harmon (p. 459-460):


• Paul models for us how to understand generous giving for the advancement of the 
Gospel. Several principles emerge: (1) Gratitude expresses itself not merely in the gift 
itself or the givers themselves but ultimately in thanksgiving to the one who enabled the 
gift; (2) Gratitude acknowledges the human channel(s) through whom God’s generosity 
flows; (3) Generous giving recognizes that every gift is ultimately given to God Himself 
though the immediate recipient is another person; (4) God delights in the generous giving 
of his people because it is a reflection of his generosity shown in the ultimate gift of His 
Son (2 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 8:32).


• Do you see giving to your local Church as an act of worship (a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God)? Explain your answer.




4. Have you ever doubted the promise in v. 19? What was causing you to lack trust in this?


5. How can the promise in v. 19 be true when you see and hear about Christians who suffer 
from hunger, hardship, pain, etc.? What would you say to them in their suffering about this 
promise?


6. Paul closes by saying “Greet every saint in Christ Jesus”. This stresses each individual 
person rather than the congregation as a whole. Can you currently think of anyone that 
you would not “greet”? Someone that you seek to avoid or are not “warm” towards? How 
does remembering they are you family “in Christ” change how you relate to them?


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter



