
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #3 - 1:9-11


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 1:9-11


• Read 2:1-2 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 3


• Read through chapter 1 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. The core of Paul’s prayer, according to v. 9, is what?


2. Paul prays that their love would “abound more and more” with what 2 things? Define each 
and explain how love’s growth is dependent on these 2 things.


3. According to v. 10, what is the purpose/goal of love abounding with knowledge and 
discernment? 


4. What is the result of approving what is excellent? Define each and explain how they are 
produced by “approving what is excellent”. 




5. Paul makes it clear that love abounding with knowledge and discernment leads to you 
approving what is excellent so that you are pure and blameless. Is this language speaking 
about a purity and blamelessness that is given in justification (God declaring you 
righteous), or is it produced in sanctification (God making you righteous)? Explain your 
answer.


6. The only way to stand “pure and blameless for the day of Christ” is to be filled with what? 
This comes through whom/what?


7. Purity, blamelessness, and fruitfulness are manifested in us for the praise of whom? How 
does your growth in these areas contribute to God’s praise?


Questions For Application 

1. How are your prayers for your local Church impacted when you read Paul’s prayers for the 
Philippians? 


2. How can/do you plan to pursue knowledge and discernment so that your love may 
abound more and more?




• John Kitchen, “Love without deep knowledge and penetrating insight is sentimental. 
Deep knowledge and penetrating insight without love may become tyrannous. Wed 
together they are a force to be reckoned with in a world comprised of equal parts 
ignorance, blindness, and selfishness.” Do you find yourself more prone to have “love 
without deep knowledge and penetrating insight” or to have “deep knowledge and 
penetrating insight without love”? How to you plan to bring balance to that tendency?


3. What are a few daily challenges that keep you from “approving what is excellent” and 
therefore “being pure and blameless”?


4. How can you pursue being pure and blameless while also affirming God’s work will not be 
completed in you until glorification (1:6)? See 2:12-13; 3:11-12


5. When you see genuine growth in godliness, what are some of the ways you are tempted 
to point to your own glory rather than God’s?


6. NOTICE: Paul is praying to God for God to act for God’s glory. Does this change the way 
you view why God does what He does? What do these verses say about the ultimate 
reason why God acts: Isa. 42:8; 43:6-7; 48:9-11; 49:3; Ps. 106:7-8; Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; Rom. 
9:17 (Ex. 14:4, 18).




7. Turn Paul’s prayer (v. 9-11) into your prayer for your family and fellow Church members.


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter



