
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #4 - 1:12-18


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 

1:12-18


• Read 2:1-2 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 4


• Read through chapter 1 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. What did Paul want the Philippian saints to know? 


• This news seems to be different than what they would expect. Comparing the ESV, 
“has really served to advance the gospel”, to the CSB, “has actually advanced the 
gospel”, makes this clear. Given Paul’s situation, how is this news of the Gospel’s 
advancement different from what you would expect him to report?


2. What does it mean for the Gospel to “advance”? What were the two ways this took place 
according to Paul?


• As mentioned earlier, you would expect persecution to cause different results among 
unbelievers and believers than what’s reported by Paul. How are the 2 results listed 
different from what you would expect to happen through Paul’s imprisonment?




3. What does it mean for “most of the brothers” to “become confident”? What did this 
growth in confidence produce?


4. What does it mean to “preach Christ”? Explain your answer from Scripture. For help, see 1 
Cor. 15:3-4


5. Define the different motivations & goals the 2 groups had while preaching Christ.


A. Envy - 


B. Rivalry - 


C. Good Will - 


D. Love - 


E. Selfish Ambition  - 
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F. Not sincerely - 


G. Pretense - 


H. Truth - 


6. How is it possible for the wrongly motivated preachers to “afflict” Paul while he is in 
prison?


 An older ESV will repeat “rivalry” in v. 15 & 17. Though related, different Greek words are used.
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v. 15 - Rivalry - ἔριν - erin

v. 17 - Selfish Ambition - ἐριθείας - eritheias



7. What is Paul’s response to these brothers preaching Christ, regardless of their reason(s)? 
What does this reveal about Paul’s priority in life?


Questions For Application 

1. How does Rome’s attempt to stop the Gospel backfire on them? What does this show you 
about what you think will happen (your wisdom) vs. God’s wisdom? See 1 Cor. 1:18-2:16.


2. Why does persecution usually cause the evangelistic efforts of the Church to explode 
rather than diminish? 


• Why aren’t believers always as fervent as they can/should be?


3. Notice how Paul’s faithfulness under persecution gave confidence to “most of the 
brothers”. How does this passage and 2 Cor. 1:3-7 show how God can use trials in your 
life?




4. List what commonly keeps you from being “bold to speak the word without fear”. What 
needs to be done to increase your boldness?


5. Paul evaluates everything in his life by how it serves the Gospel’s advancement. What are 
common temptations that keep you from having this viewpoint? 


6. What are some of God’s promises that you should commit to memory now so that you will 
know how to think and respond rightly when trials come?


7. Write out your favorite way to clearly and concisely explain the Gospel to people. Use 
another sheet of paper if necessary and place it in this notebook for reference.


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter


