
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #6 - 1:27-30


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 

1:27-30


• Read 2:1-4 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 6


• Read through chapter 1 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. Read 1:1-26 again, and mark every command Paul gives. In light of this, be sure to notice  
the simplicity of the command in v. 27. With all of the issues facing the Philippians in mind, 
Paul boils the Christian life down to what one command?


2. As mentioned in Acts 16, the Philippians were a Roman colony and proud of it. They knew 
being a Roman citizen brought privileges AND responsibilities. How does Paul’s use of 
“citizenship” language show the Christian’s privilege and responsibility regarding the 
Gospel? Be sure to see the ESV footnote & CSB translation for v. 27 so this is clear. 
Another reference to “citizens” is found in 3:20.


3. Paul says that their “citizenship” must be lived out in a manner “worthy of the Gospel”. Is 
Paul saying they must “deserve” the Gospel?  Is this possible? Explain your answer from 1

Scripture.


• What does he mean by the phrase “worthy of the Gospel”?


 For help, see how the Greek word for “worthy” is used in Matt. 3:8; 10:37-381



4. Paul explains that the v. 27 command is given so that he will receive a good report 
concerning them. He wants to hear that they are “standing firm in one spirit”. In v. 27-28, 
what are the positive and negative ways that describe how “standing firm in one spirit” is 
done?


5. Paul says standing firm in one spirit by striving side by side and not being frightened by 
their opponents serves as a clear sign. What does this “sign” mean for unbelievers? What 
does it mean for believers? How does this sign work with each audience?


6. In v. 29, Paul explains why “this” is a sign to believers that their salvation is “from God”. 
Knowing that the Philippians would be prone to interpreting their sufferings in a hopeless 
way, Paul clarifies that God has given what 2 gifts to them? Are these 2 things usually 
seen as gifts by Christians? 


• Gifts typically are given for the benefit of others. With this in mind, how can these 2 
things be considered gifts?


• Matthew Harmon, “Similar to Ephesians 2:8-10, where he insists that being saved by 
grace through faith is a gift of God, Paul here emphasizes that the God-ordained 
response to the Gospel is the God-provided response to the Gospel. God does not 
believe on behalf of a person, but rather removes the veil that rests over a person’s 
heart that prevents belief. Once that veil is removed and the Spirit makes that person 
spiritually alive, the inevitable result is that person believing in Christ as a result of 
seeing the ‘light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ’ (2 
Cor. 4:6). Although from a human perspective it appears that faith is solely attributable 
to man, Paul here reminds the Philippians that even believing in Christ is something 
that God has graciously granted. Christ has done everything necessary to accomplish 
our salvation, even securing our faith.” 



7. Paul says that Philippians are engaged in the same conflict that they “saw” in him. Read 
Acts 16:19-40 again. How did Paul serve as an example for the Philippians to remain 
faithful while suffering? What impact does this kind of faithfulness in suffering have on 
other Christians (see 1:14)?


Questions For Application 

1. John Piper said, “The all-encompassing sum of the Christian life is: live as citizens of 
Heaven (3:20) with the Gospel as the center of your all-authoritative heavenly constitution 
showing by your life that the Gospel is worth more than everything else in the world.” 


• What are some common distractions in your life that prevent you from seeing yourself 
primarily as a citizen of Heaven? 


• How are you supposed to learn how citizens of Heaven live? 


• How has God supplied what you need to put this in practice?




2. The Gospel takes away our fear of prison (1:14), loss (4:11-13), and death (2:29-30; 3:7-8). 
If Christians remain confident in this, threats to take them away are ineffective. In light of 
this, what kind of wrong thinking causes Christians to fear the loss of these when 
threatened by the world? Which one of these 3 areas would be hardest to handle for you if 
threatened? 


• What is the main thing you must be convinced of if you are going to remain faithful in 
this life through various persecutions? See 1:20; 3:7-8 for more help.


3. Do you see yourself tempted to be isolated in your Christian life? Are you convinced of 
your need for other Christians, especially your local Church? Explain why (not) from 
Scripture? What are some practical ways you do/can “strive side by side” with others in 
your Church?


4. How does your future as a Christian and their future as unbelievers encourage you to 
remain faithful in times of persecution, suffering, and general temptations? See 2 Thess. 
1:5-12 for more perspective.




5. The 2 gifts mentioned in 1:29 are given to believers, but they are given “for the sake of” 
whom? How does this help you remember that God is good to you, but you are not the 
ultimate goal of His goodness?


6. How can someone’s suffering be “for the sake of Christ”? See Matt. 5:10-12; James 1:2-4. 
Is it possible for Christians to suffer for other reasons? See 1 Pet. 4:12-19


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week.


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter.


