
PHILIPPIANS

LESSON #7 - 2:1-4


––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Pray for God to open your eyes to His glory as you study His revelation of Himself in 2:1-4


• Read 2:1-4 out loud 10 times before and after you complete lesson 7


• Read through chapter 2 in its entirety before you study this text


• Be sure to mark your Philippians Observation Sheet as you make discoveries about the text


Observations And Interpretation 

1. What does “so” (therefore) refer back to?


2. What are the 4 benefits of the Christian life listed in v. 1? Also, in the space underneath, 
put in your words what each statement is referring to.


• Any _______________ in _______________


• Any _______________ from _______________


• Any _______________ in the _______________


• Any _______________ and _______________




3. If these 4 benefits are theirs, Paul commands  them to do what? Also, Paul’s joy consists 1

of what?


4. Paul gives 8 ways/means of “being of the same mind”. Identify and explain each one.


• Having the same _______________


• Being in full _______________


• Being of _______________ _______________


• Do nothing from _______________ _______________


• (Do nothing from) _______________


  Be sure to notice how this functions as the unstated “then” of the “if” in v. 11



• Count others more _______________ than _______________


• Look not [only ] to his _______________ _______________
2

• Look to the _______________ of _______________


5. Now that you have seen the point of 2:1-4, write a brief statement of how the logic of 
2:1-4 flows out of 1:27-30.


Questions For Application 

1. What does it mean for you to humbly count others more significant than yourself? What 
are the most common temptations you face in this area when you look at your life? Why is 
humility particularly difficult in a local Church? 


 This word is added by translators and not found in the Greek2



2. Remember Paul is writing to a local Church. What are some of the common ways you 
have seen different loves, lack of unity, different thinking, selfish ambition, conceit, pride, 
and looking to your own interest manifest itself among the people of a local Church? 


• What are some of the ways you have been tempted with selfish ambition and/or conceit 
in your local Church?


3. How should the people of your local Church pursue being of the same mind? List some 
practical ways.


4. How does Rom. 12:3-8, 1 Cor. 1:12-13, 6:7, and 2 Cor. 13:1 help you see what unity looks 
like in a local Church?




5. How do/could you cultivate more humility in your life?


6. How does Prov. 6:16-19 help emphasize the priority of unity in our local Church?


7. Notice how this passage puts a clear emphasis on a Christian’s mind/thinking. The root for 
“thinking” is found in Phil. 1:7; 2:2 (2x), 3, 5; 3:15 (2x), 19; 4:2, 10 (2x). Based on this, do 
you think enough emphasis is placed on the mind? As you look around, do you see 
people with thinking that drives their feelings or feelings that drive their thinking?


Write down a 1-2 sentence summary of the passage you studied this week


Write down at least one way you will implement something you have learned in this chapter



