
New City Catechism 

Question 14: Did God create us unable to keep his law? 

Bible References: 

 Gen. 1:26-27, 31 

 Gen. 3:17-19 

 Ps. 51:5 

 Ps. 58:3 

 Prov. 22:15 

 Eccl. 7:29 

 Eccl. 12:13-14 

 Is. 24:5-6 

 Rom. 1:26-28 

 Rom. 2:12-15 

 Rom. 5:12-19 

 Rom. 8:19-23 

 1 Cor. 15:45-49 
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Answer: 

No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, all of creation is fallen; we are all born in 
sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature and unable to keep 
God’s law. 

Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
people, because all sinned. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why is it important to distinguish between how God 
originally made man and what man has become as a 
result of the Fall? 

2. What does it mean to refer to Christ as the “second 
Adam”? 

3. What does the Bible say about the effect of human sin 
and redemption on creation?  How should this 
perspective shape our view of the natural world? 

4. How should the Bible’s teaching on human corruption 
affect our view of child rearing? 

5. How should the Bible’s teaching on human corruption 
affect our view of evangelism and salvation? 
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