
New City Catechism 

Question 15: Since no one can keep the law, what is its 

purpose? 

Bible References: 

 1 Peter 1:14-16 (Lev. 19:2) 

 Eph. 6:1 

 1 John 2:3-4 

 1 Tim. 1:8-11 

 Rom. 7:7, 12-25 

 Rom. 8:3-4 

 Gal. 2:20 

 Eph. 4:1 

 Col. 1:10 
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Answer: 

That we may know the holy nature and will of God, and 
the sinful nature and disobedience of our hearts; and thus 
our need of a Savior. The law also teaches and exhorts us 
to live a life worthy of our Savior. 

Romans 3:20 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 

his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
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