
New City Catechism 

Question 16: What is sin? 

Bible References: 

 Gen. 2:17; 3:19 

 2 Chron. 24:20 

 Eccl. 12:13 

 Rom. 1:26-32 

 Rom. 2:6-11 

 Rom. 3:19 

 Rom. 6:23 

 Rom. 8:20-22 
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Answer: 

Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, 
rebelling against him by living without reference to him, 
not being or doing what he requires in his law—resulting 
in our death and the disintegration of all creation. 

1 John 3:4 

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

Answer: 

Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, 
rebelling against him by living without reference to him, 
not being or doing what he requires in his law—resulting 
in our death and the disintegration of all creation. 

1 John 3:4 

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 


