
New City Catechism 

Question 17: What is idolatry? 

Bible References: 

 Exodus 20:3 

 Psalm 96:5 

 Matt. 19:21-22 

 Rom. 1:23, 25 

 1 Cor. 10: 7, 14 

 2 Cor. 6:16-17 

 Colossians 3:5 

 1 John 5:21 
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Answer: 

Idolatry is trusting in created things rather than the 
Creator for our hope and happiness, significance and 
security. 

Romans 1:21, 25 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 

God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 

thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened… they 

exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 

blessed forever! Amen. 

Notable Quote: 

“Sin is not just doing bad things.  It’s turning good things 

into ultimate things.” 
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