
New City Catechism 

Question 9: What does God require in the first, second, 

and third commandments? 

Bible References: 

 Ex. 20:3-7; 33:18-19; 34:5-7 

 Deut. 4:15-18; 28:58 

 1 Chronicles 16:25-26 

 Psalm 50:21 

 Romans 1:21-25 

 1 John 5:21 
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Answer: 

First, that we know and trust God as the only true and 
living God. Second, that we avoid all idolatry and do not 
worship God improperly. Third, that we treat God’s name 
with fear and reverence, honoring also his Word and 
works. 

Deuteronomy 6:13-14 

Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your 
oaths in his name. Do not follow other gods, the gods of 
the peoples around you. 
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