“God Can Use Anything”

Children’s Sermon on Jesus Feeding the 5000

Main Objective: The miracle of the multitude fed is a
great story to share with children, as it is a
remarkable event that truly can only be explained by
God’s power. Ultimately, of course, anything that we
do only happens through God’s grace and work. The
important message to communicate to children, and
to everyone, is not just that Jesus multiplied loaves
and fishes. We also want to emphasize the excitement of God using us, His people. Jesus took
what little the disciples found, and did something amazing. He can do the same with our lives,
when we are willing to bring Him whatever we have.

Law/Gospel Theme: God provides what we need. Sometimes life seems challenging, painful,
even impossible. But because of Christ’s work, we know that we are already promised grace,
life, and Heaven. We pray for “daily bread” with the understanding that God has granted all we
need for life. We bring what we have to God, and He works miracles!

Optional Materials: Some kind of small food item: crackers, rolls, Goldfish, etc; paper bags or
lunch box.

Bible Passage: Matthew 14:13-21

Message Note: As with most messages, the details of how you choose to communicate this are
adaptable and should cater to timing as well as to your audience and student needs. Use your
judgment and ideas to best serve students.

More Teaching Ideas on Jesus Feeding the Multitude

e See all the MTC resources about Jesus Feeding the 5000

e Watch this children’s sermon on our YouTube Playlist

e Compare the children’s sermon, Sunday School lesson, preschool lesson and kids church
lessons on this same Bible story for kids

e Don’t miss our Craft ideas and Jesus Feeding the 5000 coloring page
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Children’s Sermon (Matthew 14:13-21)
Jesus Feeds the 5000

Greet children, carrying a lunch bag of box:

Hello, children of God! Do you ever get hungry? | sure do, especially if it happens to be time for
breakfast...or lunch, or dinner...come to think of it, | think anytime is great for a snack, too!
Well, | have a little something in this bag, and maybe | can share it with all of you. Let’s see.
(Count heads, if multiple children are present) I’'m not sure if this will go all the way around our
group. | have (pull out a very small snack)...uh-oh, | just have a few crackers here. | would have
to split these into pretty tiny pieces to give you all just a bite. But if | had more, maybe we could
enjoy a little snack...

You know, food is actually a remarkable thing, when you think about it. When we eat food, our
body breaks down what we put into it, and turns those little munched bits into things that can
be used for strength and energy. We don’t really have to think about it. We just eat something
(hopefully something healthy), and our body does the rest of the work. In some ways, our
relationship with God is similar. We give to Him whatever we might have, and He can put it to
work to do amazing things!

That’s what happened in the Gospel story today, and it had to do with food. Jesus was teaching,
and there was a big group of people that had come to listen to what He had to say. Well, it
happened to be dinnertime, and the disciples brought it to attention that the crowds might be
getting hungry. Jesus told the disciples to find something for the people to eat! That seemed a
bit astonishing. There were more than 5,000 people present, and to give everyone even a tiny
bite of food would cost more than any of them had.

All the disciples could find was one boy who happened to have a lunch with him, and that only
consisted of five loaves of bread and two fish. But the disciples brought this kid to Jesus, and he
handed over his lunch. Jesus prayed over it, and had people start passing the food around.
Somehow, that one little lunch didn’t run out. In fact, it fed everyone in the crowd, with food
left over!

How did Jesus do such a spectacular miracle? Well, we know that Jesus could have done
anything, so for us it shouldn’t be too surprising. But He didn’t have to use that little lunch. He
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was God. He could have produced food out of a couple of rocks. Yet He took what someone
had, and out of compassion for the people, He used it to feed the multitude. All the boy had to
do was be willing to be used. And we can allow God to use our lives, too. We trust Him to
provide for us, and we trust Him to use whatever we give Him.

We might not think that we have a lot of talent or ability or potential. But God sure does. He
will take care of our needs, and He will use us in ways we can’t even imagine. We bring
ourselves, and He makes a new and wonderful creation out of our sinful lives. What a miracle!

Shall we say a prayer of thanks to God, and ask Him to use us?

Children’s Prayer Moment

Prayer:
(Have kids repeat each line)
Dear God,
Thank you for using whatever we have for your will
Please help us to trustin You
And let our lives be used for your glory
We know you will always provide
And make great things out of small things
Thank you for miracles
Thank you for your love
We love you, God!
In Jesus name, Amen!
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Matthew 14:13-21 NIV
Jesus Feeds the Multitude

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.
Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. ¥ When Jesus landed and saw
a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

13 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s
already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves
some food.”

18 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

17“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. ¥ And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. ° They all
ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were
left over. 2 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and
children. -Matthew 14:13-21
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This lesson was prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves at the
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.

She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-
school education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May
2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-
distance runner and voracious reader.
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Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for ... serving where God has
placed you - telling children about Jesus —and allowing us to be a part of your mission. We
depend on reader donations to keep the website growing! If this material was a blessing to you,
please pray about become a supporter of our work.

Don’t miss our most popular resources.

e QOver 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages

e Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum

e New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week

e Qur sister website called Sunday School Works!

If your church buys curriculum, please visit our ministry supporter, the Sunday School Store. It’s
a new digital marketplace for ministry curriculum. When you purchase from them, we receive a
donation to help expand our work.

Use coupon code at checkout

SAVE20 Sunday School Store

Or click this link, discount will
apply at checkout
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