
Persevering in Prayer



Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind 
and a thankful heart.

Colossians 4:2



Perseverance: to continue, abide, persist,
to keep on, to be patient—

determination not to give up—
steadfastness in doing something despite

difficulty or delay in achieving success



Evil Judge Our Gracious God 
helpless widow                 His children
no invitation                     come boldly to the throne
no advocate                       Jesus & The Holy Spirit
no encouragement           ask, seek, & knock
provoked the judge         persistence pleases God



If man, unjust and selfish, thus yields to unceasing 
prayer, how much more, argues Jesus, will he, 

who is the Absolutely Just and the Infinitely Loving, 
yield to the cry, day and night, of his own people.

J. Marshall Lang



When we are forced to pray persistently we are 
enabled by God’s grace to overcome impatience.

Through importunity in prayer we learn one of the
hardest lessons of life—how to wait on God. 

…when we pray persistently , we are enabled to 
differentiate between impetuous, ill-conceived 

desires and sincere, deep-seated ones…
perseverance helps weed out improper petitions.

Sam Storms



If the answer is delayed, we ought to ask ourselves
if what we desire is truly according to the will 

of God. If we are satisfied that it is, we ought to 
continue “instant in prayer.” Bengel gives his

judgment that “a Christian should not leave off
praying till his heavenly Father gives him 

leave by permitting him to obtain something.”

David M’Intyre



God will often seem deaf to our pleas, not because
he is unwilling to grant them, but because it is not 

in his timing to grant them now, that is, when
we want them. Perhaps he intends to secure some

great and good end, to achieve some goal by means 
of the answer he will give to our request, and can do

so only when the answer comes at the opportune
time, in the appropriate circumstances, and possibly

only when our hearts are properly prepared.

Sam Storms



If all we had to do was ask the Father for something 
once and then sit back and wait until the request 

was granted, our humanness, ever prone to 
independence, would inevitably lead us in the 

direction of self-sufficiency. But by God’s 
conditioning our prayer success on importunate

asking, it tends to make us aware of our 
dependence on him.

Carroll Simcox



…perseverance in prayer is necessary for us. 
Delay in the answer is intended to prove and 

strengthen our faith; it ought to develop in us the 
steadfast will that no longer lets go of the promises 

of God but that renounces its own side of things
to trust in God alone. It is then that God, seeing 
our faith, finds us ready to receive His favor and

grants it to us. And even though there may be delays,
He will not make us wait a moment too long. 

Andrew Murray



But we must not think that Christ consented because 
his human feelings were overcome by her 

importunity…He acted all the time as God, who 
foreknew what he would do. He had been leading

her up to this climax; he had willed to give her
opportunity of exhibiting this trust and self-command

and unfailing confidence, and now he crowns her 
with his mighty eulogium and grants her request,

rewarding her great faith by a great mercy.

A. Lukyn Williams



This Syro-Phoenician woman was poor in spirit; 
she felt her spiritual poverty, and acknowledged it; 

and she obtained her share in the blessings of the
kingdom heaven, though not a child of the kingdom

…so ought we to pray; with the same humility, 
feeling and owning our own utter unworthiness; 
with the same importunity, urging our request in 
earnest continual application, though the Lord 

be silent and seem to heed us not. Sooner or later,
he always answers the prayer of faith.

B. C. Caffin



Hannah knew the character of God and exalted 
His glorious attributes. She began by affirming

His holiness, uniqueness, majesty, strength, 
steadfastness, justice, mercy,  grace, 

and sovereignty



A beautiful example of the composing influence
of prayer. Hannah had cast her burden upon 
the Lord, and so her own spirit was relieved 

of its load. She now returned to the family feast, 
and ate her portion with a cheerful heart.

Albert Barnes



My heart rejoices in the Lord!
The Lord has made me strong.

Now I have an answer for my enemies;
I rejoice because you rescued me.

No one is holy like the Lord!
There is no one besides you;

there is no Rock like our God.

1 Samuel 2:1-2



Praise is an expression of delight. It is reveling 
in the God who has shown himself to us. 

It is expressing the love that wells up within
us by speaking to him.

Lawrence O. Richards



Enter with the password:
“Thank you!”

Psalm 100:4 MSG



Good prayers to pray:
Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 2:1-10)

King David’s prayers (2 Samuel 22 or Psalm 18)
Mary’s Song of Praise (Luke 1:46-55)



One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show
that they should always pray and never give up.

Luke 18:1
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