
When God is Silent



But to You I cry, O Lord; and in the morning
shall my prayers come to meet You. 

Lord, why do You cast me off?
Why do You hide Your face from me?

Psalm 88:13-14



We may put these questions to the Lord, nay, 
we ought to do so. It is not undue familiarity, 

but holy boldness.

Charles Spurgeon



He is walled in on every side and at the end of the
psalm even the way ahead is walled up in darkness. 

Where can he look but up? Perhaps that is what he did. 
We can be almost sure he did for the Holy Spirit 

has rescued this sad song and given it a place 
in the literature of the world. He has put it into 

the Bible itself.

John Phillips



Fidelity involves learning to trust that, out beyond
the perimeter of fog, God still reigns and has not 

abandoned us, no matter how it appears.

Philip Yancey



Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, 
because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls.

Matthew 11:28-29



The basis of prayer on our side is abiding.

S. D. Gordon



Abiding in Jesus is nothing but giving up yourself 
to be ruled, taught, and led by Jesus, and so to rest 

in the arms of everlasting love. 

Andrew Murray



If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened.

Psalm 66:18



Listen! The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, 
nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. It’s your sins
that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins,

he has turned away and will not listen anymore.

Isaiah 59:1-2



Sin-whatever weakens your reason, impairs the
tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense 
of God, or takes off the relish of spiritual things,

that thing is sin for you, however innocent it 
may be in itself.

Susanna Wesley



But a good conscience void of offense is an
excellent preparation for an approach into

the divine presence.

David Brainerd



Sin is what you do when your heart is not 
satisfied with God.

John Piper



Those who shut their ears to the cries of the 
poor will be ignored in their own time of need.

Proverbs 21:13



“But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that 
during your lifetime you had everything you wanted,

and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being 
comforted, and you are in anguish.’”

Luke 16:25



God detests the prayers of a person who
ignores the law.

Proverbs 28:9



The turning aside from hearing the Law is not likely 
to spring from a mere reluctance to learn its 
doctrines. Behind this there lies a dislike to 

obeying it precepts, which reveals a stubborn 
self-will in opposition to the will of God. 

Now, such an evil state of the heart precludes
all favor from Heaven.

W. F. Adeney



The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, 
but he delights in the prayers of the upright.

Proverbs 15:8



There can be no true religion without right conduct. 
God looks to the behavior of the life more than to

the language of the prayer. He cares nothing 
for reverence in the temple if he sees

wickedness in the market-place.

W. F. Adeney



Son of man, these leaders have set up idols in
their hearts. They have embraced things that 
will make them fall into sin. Why should I 

listen to their requests?

Ezekiel 14:3



It’s not likely that believers today would have a
love in their hearts for actual images, but anything 

that replaces God in our affections and our 
obedience is certainly an idol.

Warren Wiersbe



So that if, while you are offering your gift at the altar, 
you should remember that your brother has something 
against you, you must leave your gift there before the

altar and go away. Make your peace with your
brother first, then come and offer your gift.

Matthew 5:23-24  Phillips



The moral is simple: We are to get right with those 
we have wronged, those who have something 

against us, those with whom we have been angry. 
Reconciliation is so important that Jesus said it 

must even take precedence over our worship of God.

John Phillips



Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
Romans 12:18

And don’t sin by letting anger control you. 
Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, 

for anger gives a foothold to the devil.
Ephesians 4:26



…Yet you don’t have what you want because you
don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you
don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—

you want only what will give you pleasure.

James 4:2-3



You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it,
would you? And why not? Because you know 

you’d be asking for what you have no right to. 
You’re spoiled children, each wanting

your own way.

James 4:2-3  The Message



Selfish desires are dangerous things. 
They lead to wrong actions and they even

lead to wrong praying.

Warren Wiersbe



Notwithstanding you engage in contentions 
and strifes, you do not obtain what you seek after. 
If you sought that from God which you truly need,

you would obtain it, for he would bestow upon 
you all that is really necessary.

Albert Barnes



I cry to you, O God, but you don’t answer.
I stand before you, but you don’t even look.

Job 30:20



But the more important battle, as shown in Job, 
takes place inside us. Will we trust God? Job 

teaches that at the moment when faith is hardest
and least likely, then faith is most needed. 

Philip Yancey



When we stubbornly cling to God in a time of 
hardship, or when we simply pray, more—

much more— may be involved than we ever dream.
It requires faith to believe that, and faith to trust 

that we are never abandoned, no matter how
distant God seems.

Philip Yancey



One bold message in the Book of Job is that you
can say anything to God. Throw at him your grief,

your anger, your doubt, your bitterness, your betrayal, 
your disappointment—he can absorb them all.

Philip Yancey



Once again, God will let his reputation ride on 
the response of unpredictable human beings.

Philip Yancey



God’s silence does not mean his absence.
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