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Formation Devotional 
April 13, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, who declares his glory and shows forth his handiwork in the 

heavens and in the earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone, that we 

may do the work which you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake 

of him who came among us as one that serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 210) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 
Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet we have too often chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words, and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you, whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, 

and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who were created to reflect 

your beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being that we might walk in the ways of love and righteousness, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: “If then you have been raised 

with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory.”  (Colossians 3:1-4) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 141 

Give Ear to My Voice 

A Psalm of David. 

O LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me! 

    Give ear to my voice when I call to you! 

2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 

    and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 

3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; 

    keep watch over the door of my lips! 

4 Do not let my heart incline to any evil, 

    to busy myself with wicked deeds 

in company with men who work iniquity, 

    and let me not eat of their delicacies! 

5 Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; 

    let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; 

    let my head not refuse it. 

Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds. 

6 When their judges are thrown over the cliff, 

    then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant. 

7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth, 

    so shall our bones be scattered at the mouth of Sheol. 

8 But my eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord; 

    in you I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless! 
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9 Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me 

    and from the snares of evildoers! 

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, 

    while I pass by safely. 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 7 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking 

to kill him. 2 Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and 

go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if 

he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his 

brothers believed in him. 6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always 

here. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 You 

go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying 

this, he remained in Galilee. 

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. 11 The 

Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was much muttering 

about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading 

the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 The Jews therefore 

marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?” 16 So Jesus 

answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone's will is to do God's will, 

he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority. 18 The 

one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him 

who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none 

of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who 

is seeking to kill you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave 

you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the 
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Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, 

are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well? 24 Do not judge by 

appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 

Can This Be the Christ? 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? 26 And 

here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know 

that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no 

one will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know 

me, and you know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is 

true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 30 So they were 

seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many 

of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this 

man has done?” 

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees 

sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to 

him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 35 The 

Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he 

intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by 

saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?” 

Rivers of Living Water 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him 

come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 

receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Division Among the People 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, 

“This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said 

that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 

David was?” 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest 

him, but no one laid hands on him. 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring 

him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The Pharisees answered them, 

“Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But 

this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and 

who was one of them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing 
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and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no 

prophet arises from Galilee.” 

[The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53–8:11.] 

The Woman Caught in Adultery 

53 [[They went each to his own house, 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work 

 
• Confess the ways that you look to your work to be the source of your identity and give you 

things that only God can provide. 

• Pray that you will hear the voice of the God who calls, and that you might work knowing your 

identity is rooted in the finished work of Christ. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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