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Formation Devotional 
April 14, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. (Psalm 

42:8) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 

obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 235) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 144 

My Rock and My Fortress 

Of David. 

Blessed be the LORD, my rock, 

    who trains my hands for war, 

    and my fingers for battle; 
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2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, 

    my stronghold and my deliverer, 

my shield and he in whom I take refuge, 

    who subdues peoples under me. 

3 O LORD, what is man that you regard him, 

    or the son of man that you think of him? 

4 Man is like a breath; 

    his days are like a passing shadow. 

5 Bow your heavens, O LORD, and come down! 

    Touch the mountains so that they smoke! 

6 Flash forth the lightning and scatter them; 

    send out your arrows and rout them! 

7 Stretch out your hand from on high; 

    rescue me and deliver me from the many waters, 

    from the hand of foreigners, 

8 whose mouths speak lies 

    and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

9 I will sing a new song to you, O God; 

    upon a ten-stringed harp I will play to you, 

10 who gives victory to kings, 

    who rescues David his servant from the cruel sword. 

11 Rescue me and deliver me 

    from the hand of foreigners, 

whose mouths speak lies 

    and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  3 

12 May our sons in their youth 

    be like plants full grown, 

our daughters like corner pillars 

    cut for the structure of a palace; 

13 may our granaries be full, 

    providing all kinds of produce; 

may our sheep bring forth thousands 

    and ten thousands in our fields; 

14 may our cattle be heavy with young, 

    suffering no mishap or failure in bearing; 

may there be no cry of distress in our streets! 

15 Blessed are the people to whom such blessings fall! 

    Blessed are the people whose God is the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 25 

Contributions for the Sanctuary 

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From 

every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the 

contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet 

yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 5 tanned rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the 

lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for 

the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their 
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midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you 

shall make it. 

The Ark of the Covenant 

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half 

its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside 

shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it. 12 You shall cast four rings 

of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other 

side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the 

poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain in the 

rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that I 

shall give you. 

17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and 

a half its breadth. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make 

them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the 

other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 20 The 

cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their 

faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the 

mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. 22 

There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are 

on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for 

the people of Israel. 

The Table for Bread 

23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit 

and a half its height. 24 You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25 

And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth wide, and a molding of gold around the rim. 26 

And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27 

Close to the frame the rings shall lie, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 You shall make the 

poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, and the table shall be carried with these. 29 And you 

shall make its plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which to pour drink 

offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence on the table 

before me regularly. 

The Golden Lampstand 

31 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered work: its 

base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six 

branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three 

branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms, each 

with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx 

and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 34 And on the 

lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 35 
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and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36 

Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of 

hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as 

to give light on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall be 

made, with all these utensils, out of a talent of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the 

pattern for them, which is being shown you on the mountain. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 
Gospel Identity 

 
• Thank God for encouraging you through fellowship among other believers. 

• Thank God for actively working in your relationships and Shepherding groups right now. 

• Thank God for giving us his son, the foundation of the church and the cornerstone that holds 

us together as one body. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. (BCP 70) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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