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Formation Devotional 
April 14, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

 

Confession of Sin 

Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet we have too often chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words, and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you, whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, 

and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who were created to reflect 

your beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being that we might walk in the ways of love and righteousness, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: “If then you have been raised 

with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory.”  (Colossians 3:1-4) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 143 

My Soul Thirsts for You 

A Psalm of David. 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

    give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

    In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

    for no one living is righteous before you. 

3 For the enemy has pursued my soul; 

    he has crushed my life to the ground; 

    he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead. 

4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

    my heart within me is appalled. 

5 I remember the days of old; 

    I meditate on all that you have done; 

    I ponder the work of your hands. 

6 I stretch out my hands to you; 

    my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah 

7 Answer me quickly, O LORD! 

    My spirit fails! 

Hide not your face from me, 

    lest I be like those who go down to the pit. 

8 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 
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    for in you I trust. 

Make me know the way I should go, 

    for to you I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

    I have fled to you for refuge. 

10 Teach me to do your will, 

    for you are my God! 

Let your good Spirit lead me 

    on level ground! 

11 For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 

    In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

12 And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies, 

    and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, 

    for I am your servant. 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

 

John 8 

 
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the 

people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 

woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, 

this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone 

such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to 

bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued 
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to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw 

a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they 

went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman 

standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and 

from now on sin no more.”]] 

I Am the Light of the World 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness 

about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, 

my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know 

where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even 

if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 

In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness 

about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, 

“Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you 

would know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but 

no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. 

Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I 

am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of 

this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe 

that I am he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just 

what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, 

but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not 

understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you 

have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own 

authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me 

alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many 

believed in him. 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We 

are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my 

word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father.” 
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You Are of Your Father the Devil 

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, 

you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you 

the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father 

did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. 

I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because 

you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 

father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 

is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 

lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell 

the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why 

you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

Before Abraham Was, I Am 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 

Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not 

seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone 

keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never 

taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do 

you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 

Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know 

him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep 

his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the 

Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 

Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day today. 

• Pray that those in the church and in your Shepherding Group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
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debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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