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Formation Devotional 
April 15, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image 

but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers 

and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been 

revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. (BCP 206) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 

Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet we have too often chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words, and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you, whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, 

and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who were created to reflect 

your beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being that we might walk in the ways of love and righteousness, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: “If then you have been raised 

with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory.”  (Colossians 3:1-4) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 145 

Great Is the LORD 

A Song of Praise. Of David. 

I will extol you, my God and King, 

    and bless your name forever and ever. 

2 Every day I will bless you 

    and praise your name forever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

    and his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall commend your works to another, 

    and shall declare your mighty acts. 

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

    and I will declare your greatness. 

7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9 The LORD is good to all, 

    and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

    and all your saints shall bless you! 
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11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

    and tell of your power, 

12 to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

[The LORD is faithful in all his words 

    and kind in all his works.] 

14 The LORD upholds all who are falling 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 

16 You open your hand; 

    you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

    and kind in all his works. 

18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 

19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

    he also hears their cry and saves them. 

20 The LORD preserves all who love him, 

    but all the wicked he will destroy. 

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

    and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 
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New Testament Reading 

 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 9 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or 

his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him 

who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I 

am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who 

used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I 

am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 

called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 

washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day 

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 

received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of 

the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is 

a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 

born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and 

that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his 

eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they 

feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he 

was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
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24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. 

We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing 

I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 

he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 

you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, 

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 

for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 

not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never 

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and 

would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have 

seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 

Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 

see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we 

also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, 

‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s youth and children as they shelter in home with their parents. Pray 

for Christ Covenants volunteer leaders that they may find creative ways to minister to our 

youth and children during the COVID crisis. 

• Pray for the global church, especially for Christians in Latin America: protection from drug-

related violence, the prosperity gospel’s false promises to be exposed, and Bible-based 

teaching. 

• Pray also for Christians in North America: for unity that transcends ethnicity, college 

ministries to reach international students and those falling away from faith, and boldness 

against spiritual complacency. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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