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Formation Devotional 
April 16, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 

light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose increasing years bring them weakness, distress, or 

isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them understanding helpers, and the 

willingness to accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of 

your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 830) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 148 

Praise the Name of the LORD 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights! 

2 Praise him, all his angels; 
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    praise him, all his hosts! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon, 

    praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 

    and you waters above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD! 

    For he commanded and they were created. 

6 And he established them forever and ever; 

    he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 

7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

    you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

8 fire and hail, snow and mist, 

    stormy wind fulfilling his word! 

9 Mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars! 

10 Beasts and all livestock, 

    creeping things and flying birds! 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

    princes and all rulers of the earth! 

12 Young men and maidens together, 

    old men and children! 

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his majesty is above earth and heaven. 

14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 
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    praise for all his saints, 

    for the people of Israel who are near to him. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 27 

The Bronze Altar 

“You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be 

square, and its height shall be three cubits. 2 And you shall make horns for it on its four corners; its 

horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots for it to 

receive its ashes, and shovels and basins and forks and fire pans. You shall make all its utensils of 

bronze. 4 You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four 

bronze rings at its four corners. 5 And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar so that the net 

extends halfway down the altar. 6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and 

overlay them with bronze. 7 And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the poles are on the 

two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, with boards. As it has been shown 

you on the mountain, so shall it be made. 

The Court of the Tabernacle 

9 “You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side the court shall have hangings of fine 

twined linen a hundred cubits long for one side. 10 Its twenty pillars and their twenty bases shall be of 

bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 11 And likewise for its length on 

the north side there shall be hangings a hundred cubits long, its pillars twenty and their bases twenty, 

of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 12 And for the breadth of the 

court on the west side there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, with ten pillars and ten bases. 13 The 

breadth of the court on the front to the east shall be fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for the one side of the 

gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15 On the other side the hangings 

shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 16 For the gate of the court there shall be 

a screen twenty cubits long, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered 

with needlework. It shall have four pillars and with them four bases. 17 All the pillars around the court 
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shall be filleted with silver. Their hooks shall be of silver, and their bases of bronze. 18 The length of the 

court shall be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, and the height five cubits, with hangings of fine 

twined linen and bases of bronze. 19 All the utensils of the tabernacle for every use, and all its pegs and 

all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 

Oil for the Lamp 

20 “You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, 

that a lamp may regularly be set up to burn. 21 In the tent of meeting, outside the veil that is before the 

testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening to morning before the LORD. It shall be a 

statute forever to be observed throughout their generations by the people of Israel. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 
Relationships 

 

• Thank God for your family and other loving relationships that reflect his fatherly love. 

• Thank him for hearing your prayers for those in your family who do not know Christ. 

 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. (BCP 70) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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