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Formation Devotional 
April 16, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of 

distress. (Isaiah 33:2) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who has set the solitary in families: We commend to your 

continual care the homes in which your people dwell. Put far from them every root of bitterness, the 

desire of vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, 

patience, godliness. Knit together in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have been made 

one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents; 

and so kindle love among us all, that we may be kind to one to another; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 828) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 
Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet we have too often chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words, and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you, whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, 

and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who were created to reflect 

your beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being that we might walk in the ways of love and righteousness, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: “If then you have been raised 

with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
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minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory.”  (Colossians 3:1-4) 

 

 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 147 

He Heals the Brokenhearted 

Praise the LORD! 

For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

    for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

    he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted 

    and binds up their wounds. 

4 He determines the number of the stars; 

    he gives to all of them their names. 

5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

    his understanding is beyond measure. 

6 The LORD lifts up the humble; 

    he casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

    make melody to our God on the lyre! 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds; 

    he prepares rain for the earth; 
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    he makes grass grow on the hills. 

9 He gives to the beasts their food, 

    and to the young ravens that cry. 

10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

    nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 

11 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

    in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

    Praise your God, O Zion! 

13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 

    he blesses your children within you. 

14 He makes peace in your borders; 

    he fills you with the finest of the wheat. 

15 He sends out his command to the earth; 

    his word runs swiftly. 

16 He gives snow like wool; 

    he scatters frost like ashes. 

17 He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; 

    who can stand before his cold? 

18 He sends out his word, and melts them; 

    he makes his wind blow and the waters flow. 

19 He declares his word to Jacob, 

    his statutes and rules to Israel. 

20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 

    they do not know his rules. 
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Praise the LORD! 

 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 10 

I Am the Good Shepherd 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another 

way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To 

him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 

they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not 

know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came 

before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone 

enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, 

who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a 

demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is 

oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 
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I and the Father Are One 

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in 

the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told 

you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but 

you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 

and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 

out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 

snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good 

works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is 

not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, 

make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If 

he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say 

of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I 

am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do 

them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that 

the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from 

their hands. 

40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at first, and there 

he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John 

said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him there. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 

• Pray for those in your immediate family. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him. 

• Ask God to reveal to you if there are members of your family whom you can come alongside 

and encourage in their faith. If so, pray that God would reveal them to you and give you the 

words, wisdom and compassion to share. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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