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Formation Devotional 
April 17, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have 

a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full 

assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 

having our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between 

your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; 

pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life 

and glory; for with the Father and Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(BCP 282) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 150 

Let Everything Praise the LORD 

Praise the LORD! 
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Praise God in his sanctuary; 

    praise him in his mighty heavens! 

2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 

    praise him with lute and harp! 

4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

    praise him with strings and pipe! 

5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 28 

The Priests' Garments 

“Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, 

to serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 And you 

shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 You shall speak to all the 

skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that they make Aaron's garments to consecrate him 

for my priesthood. 4 These are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a 

coat of checker work, a turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother 
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and his sons to serve me as priests. 5 They shall receive gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and 

fine twined linen. 

6 “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined 

linen, skillfully worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be 

joined together. 8 And the skillfully woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, 

of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9 You shall take two onyx stones, and 

engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 10 six of their names on the one stone, and the names 

of the remaining six on the other stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so 

shall you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in 

settings of gold filigree. 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as 

stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on 

his two shoulders for remembrance. 13 You shall make settings of gold filigree, 14 and two chains of pure 

gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach the corded chains to the settings. 

15 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make 

it—of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it. 16 It shall be 

square and doubled, a span its length and a span its breadth. 17 You shall set in it four rows of stones. 

A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 and the second row an emerald, a 

sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth 

row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones with 

their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall be like signets, each engraved 

with its name, for the twelve tribes. 22 You shall make for the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of 

pure gold. 23 And you shall make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on the 

two edges of the breastpiece. 24 And you shall put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of 

the breastpiece. 25 The two ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings of filigree, and so 

attach it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 26 You shall make two rings of gold, and put them 

at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 27 And you shall make two 

rings of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its 

seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 28 And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings 

to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it may lie on the skillfully woven band of the 

ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29 So Aaron shall bear the names of 

the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to 

bring them to regular remembrance before the LORD. 30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall 

put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron's heart, when he goes in before the 

LORD. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the LORD 

regularly. 

31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32 It shall have an opening for the head in the 

middle of it, with a woven binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment, so that it may 

not tear. 33 On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, around its 

hem, with bells of gold between them, 34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a 

pomegranate, around the hem of the robe. 35 And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound 

shall be heard when he goes into the Holy Place before the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he 

does not die. 
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36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the 

LORD.’ 37 And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of the turban. 38 

It shall be on Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of 

Israel consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted 

before the LORD. 

39 “You shall weave the coat in checker work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, 

and you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework. 

40 “For Aaron's sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them for glory and 

beauty. 41 And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall anoint 

them and ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 42 You shall make for 

them linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to the thighs; 43 

and they shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come 

near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they bear guilt and die. This shall be a statute forever 

for him and for his offspring after him. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Neighborhood 

 
• Thank God for the churches in each neighborhood that are engaged with the local residents. 

• Thank him for calling Christians to share their lives with their neighbors and seek their 

flourishing. 

 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 

it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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