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Formation Devotional 
April 17, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken 

by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; 

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 221) 

 

Confession of Sin 
 
Our gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise to new life in order that death might be 

brought to an end and that we too might live a new life. Yet we have too often chosen death over life. 

In our thoughts, words, and deeds we have rebelled against you and your intentions for us. In so 

doing, we have broken our fellowship with you, whose love is better than life and whom to know is 

life itself. In so doing, we have hurt others, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes deliberately, 

and have diminished their lives. In so doing, we have damaged ourselves who were created to reflect 

your beauty. Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake. And grant that your resurrection power might 

course through our entire being that we might walk in the ways of love and righteousness, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: “If then you have been raised 

with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory.”  (Colossians 3:1-4) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 149 

Sing to the LORD a New Song 

Praise the LORD! 

Sing to the LORD a new song, 

    his praise in the assembly of the godly! 

2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 

    let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 

3 Let them praise his name with dancing, 

    making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! 

4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; 

    he adorns the humble with salvation. 

5 Let the godly exult in glory; 

    let them sing for joy on their beds. 

6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats 

    and two-edged swords in their hands, 

7 to execute vengeance on the nations 

    and punishments on the peoples, 

8 to bind their kings with chains 

    and their nobles with fetters of iron, 

9 to execute on them the judgment written! 

    This is honor for all his godly ones. 

Praise the LORD! 
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New Testament Reading 

 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 11 

The Death of Lazarus 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 

Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 

was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he 

said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 

to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and 

are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 

in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the 

night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant 

taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad 

that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said 

to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 

but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 

you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
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Jesus Weeps 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here 

and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had 

not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews 

who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, 

supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was 

and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he 

was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They 

said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 

some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 

dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus 

said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there 

will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 

believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said 

this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he 

had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 

came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 

but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and 

the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away 

both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to 

them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should 

die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, 

but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the 

nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that 

day on they made plans to put him to death. 

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the 

wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before 

the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they 

stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief 
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priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them 

know, so that they might arrest him. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

 

• Pray for Christians in Columbia, that they would work in unity to spend themselves on behalf 

of the poor, hungry, and oppressed. 

• Pray for families in crisis or struggling to make ends meet, that they would find the support 

from local church communities and the services from local organizations they need to thrive. 

• Pray for our elderly neighbors who are living by themselves, without family close by, and 

experiencing the difficulties of aging. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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