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Formation Devotional 
April 20, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you 

call forth songs of joy. (Psalm 65:8) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed 

and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of 

your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and godly serve you; through 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 57) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Peter 

1:3-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 1 

Book One 

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked 

Blessed is the man 

    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3 He is like a tree 

    planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

    and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 

4 The wicked are not so, 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 
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Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 12 

Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of 

those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from 

pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with 

the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray 

him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He 

said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the 

moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she 

may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always 

have me.” 

The Plot to Kill Lazarus 

9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of 

him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to 

put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and 

believing in Jesus. 

The Triumphal Entry 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and 

sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd 

that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 

done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the 

world has gone after him.” 
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Some Greeks Seek Jesus 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told 

Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and 

whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow 

me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up 

27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 

purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 

thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 

your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by 

what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law 

that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this 

Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you 

have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where 

he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

The Unbelief of the People 

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done so 

many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 

40 “He has blinded their eyes 

    and hardened their heart, 

lest they see with their eyes, 

    and understand with their heart, and turn, 

    and I would heal them.” 
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41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the 

authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not 

be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that 

comes from God. 

Jesus Came to Save the World 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 

And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever 

believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do 

not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me 

and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last 

day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a 

commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 

What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work 

 

• Ask God to help you recognize the ways you look to your work to bring the comfort and 

significance that only the peace of Christ can. Confess the ways you fail to recognize God’s 

sovereignty in times of discomfort. 

• Pray that he would use times of uncertainty and discomfort in your workplace to realign your 

sense of calling and the purposes he has for you. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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