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Formation Devotional 
April 21, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, who has revealed to his Church his eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect love 

as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, 

and constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. (BCP 199) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Peter 

1:3-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 3 

Save Me, O My God 

A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son. 

O LORD, how many are my foes! 

    Many are rising against me; 

2 many are saying of my soul, 

    “There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah 

3 But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, 

    my glory, and the lifter of my head. 

4 I cried aloud to the LORD, 

    and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah 

5 I lay down and slept; 

    I woke again, for the LORD sustained me. 

6 I will not be afraid of many thousands of people 

    who have set themselves against me all around. 

7 Arise, O LORD! 

    Save me, O my God! 

For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; 

    you break the teeth of the wicked. 

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD; 

    your blessing be on your people! Selah 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 
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readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 13 

Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this 

world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During 

supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 

and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 

tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and 

to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to 

him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand 

now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 

not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does 

not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of 

you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 

them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 

right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 

one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 

you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 

than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not 

speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my 

bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 

does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 

send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 

One of You Will Betray Me 

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One 

of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to 

him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, 

“Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 

dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then 

after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, 

do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because 
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Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should 

give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it 

was night. 

A New Commandment 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If 

God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, 

yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to 

you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you 

cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not 

follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for 

me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Pray that as Christians go out into the community this morning, they would enter into their 

neighborhood, work and relationships as those called to be ambassadors of Christ. 

• Pray that Christians across our community would be so renewed in their faith they would 

share their faith freely with others, and that those who don’t believe would be made open to 

the gospel. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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