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Formation Devotional 
April 2, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of 

distress. (Isaiah 33:2) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and 

the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 831) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we want to enter your presence, awed by your majesty, greatness, and glory, yet encouraged 

by your love. Yet there is a coldness in our hearts, a hardness toward you, an unwillingness to admit 

our sin and need for you. Forgive us, for Jesus’ sake. Come near and strengthen us until Christ reigns 

supreme within us, in every thought, word, and deed. Give us a faith that purifies the heart, 

overcomes the world, works by love, fastens us to you, and always clings to the cross. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

(Galatians 2:20) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 127 

Unless the LORD Builds the House 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  2 

A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 

Unless the LORD builds the house, 

    those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the LORD watches over the city, 

    the watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is in vain that you rise up early 

    and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 

    for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, 
    the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
    are the children of one's youth. 
5 Blessed is the man 
    who fills his quiver with them! 
He shall not be put to shame 
    when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician who wrote for sophisticated non-Jewish readers. He 

records in great detail in order that Gentile readers would understand the universal appeal of the 

gospel. Luke also wrote the book of Acts. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Luke 24 

The Resurrection 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 

prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not 

find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by 

them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 

said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember 

how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands 
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of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and 

returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary 

Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told 

these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 

themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 

On the Road to Emmaus 

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While 

they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their 

eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are 

holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named 

Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that 

have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, 

“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 

all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and 

crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 

They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back 

saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who 

were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 

Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but 

they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” 

So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and 

broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 

vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 

talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and 

returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened 

on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace 

to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, 

“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is 

I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for 
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joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that 

the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 

are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay 

in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

The Ascension 

50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 

• Pray for the children and youth in the community. Pray that God would help each of them to 

know and experience their identity as beloved children of God. 

• Pray for the orphans of our city and world. Pray that each of them would know the love of 

their Heavenly Father and find a home both in an adoptive family and the family of the 

Church. 

• Pray for the Children’s Ministry at Christ Covenant. Pray that the CMT would have the 

wisdom and discernment to serve the children and their families during our isolation from 

one another.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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