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Formation Devotional 
April 22, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is 

corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 

right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP 816) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Peter 

1:3-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 5 

Lead Me in Your Righteousness 

To the choirmaster: for the flutes. A Psalm of David. 

Give ear to my words, O LORD; 

    consider my groaning. 

2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, 

    my King and my God, 

    for to you do I pray. 

3 O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; 

    in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 

4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 

    evil may not dwell with you. 

5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 

    you hate all evildoers. 

6 You destroy those who speak lies; 

    the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 

7 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 

    will enter your house. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple 

    in the fear of you. 

8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness 

    because of my enemies; 

    make your way straight before me. 

9 For there is no truth in their mouth; 

    their inmost self is destruction; 
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their throat is an open grave; 

    they flatter with their tongue. 

10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; 

    let them fall by their own counsels; 

because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 

    for they have rebelled against you. 

11 But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 

    let them ever sing for joy, 

and spread your protection over them, 

    that those who love your name may exult in you. 

12 For you bless the righteous, O LORD; 

    you cover him with favor as with a shield. 

 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 14 

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 

also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
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and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have 

known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I 

been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 

believe on account of the works themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 

works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I 

will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no 

more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 

who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 

myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, 

and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love 

me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 

have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am 

going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to 

the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that 

when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this 

world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 

world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

 
• Pray for Christ Covenant’s elders and deacons: for wisdom, humility, and courage as they 

serve the church and city. 
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• Pray that those who attend Sundays at Christ Covenant would find their way to a Growth 

Group so they would grow as disciples of Jesus by cultivating a relationship with God and 

friendship with others. 

• Pray for the global church, especially for those in Europe: compassion on a growing number of 

Muslim immigrants and previously unreached peoples, a desire to experience Christianity as 

more than a nominal identity, and for the declining number of Christians on the continent. 

• Pray for church planters in South Carolina: for provision of resources, vision for their 

ministries, and open doors to serve their communities. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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