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Formation Devotional 
April 23, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 
 

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 

the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them 

that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than 

chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance 

for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 8 

How Majestic Is Your Name 

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

O LORD, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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You have set your glory above the heavens. 

2     Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 

you have established strength because of your foes, 

    to still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 

    and the son of man that you care for him? 

5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

    and crowned him with glory and honor. 

6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

    you have put all things under his feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, 

    and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 32 

The Golden Calf 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 

themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 

Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 

him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, 

and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in 

their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it 

with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And 

Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 And they rose up 

early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down 

to eat and drink and rose up to play. 

7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 

Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded 

them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and 

said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And the LORD 

said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me 

alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a 

great nation of you.” 

11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against 

your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 

hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the 

mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent 

from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to 

whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of 

heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 

forever.’” 14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people. 

15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his 

hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16 The 

tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17 When 

Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the 

camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but 

the sound of singing that I hear.” 19 And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the 

dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the 

foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to 

powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it. 
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21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin 

upon them?” 22 And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that 

they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the 

man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24 So I said 

to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out 

came this calf.” 

25 And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to the 

derision of their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who is on the LORD's 

side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says 

the LORD God of Israel, ‘Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate 

throughout the camp, and each of you kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor.’” 28 And 

the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the 

people fell. 29 And Moses said, “Today you have been ordained for the service of the LORD, each one at 

the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you this day.” 

30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the 

LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, 

this people has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will 

forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.” 33 But the LORD 

said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. 34 But now go, lead the 

people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go before you. 

Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.” 

35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made. 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Relationships 

 
• Thank God for being the source of love and for modeling the kind of sacrificial love that 

enables and sustains each covenant relationship. 

• Thank God for entrusting families with children. Thank God that he equips families to affirm 

a child's identity in Christ and train them up for his good purposes. 

 
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy 

world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a 

safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833) 
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Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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