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Formation Devotional 
April 23, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm 

strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just 

and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 829) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Peter 

1:3-5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 7 
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In You Do I Take Refuge 

A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the LORD concerning the words of Cush, a Benjaminite. 

O LORD my God, in you do I take refuge; 

    save me from all my pursuers and deliver me, 

2 lest like a lion they tear my soul apart, 

    rending it in pieces, with none to deliver. 

3 O LORD my God, if I have done this, 

    if there is wrong in my hands, 

4 if I have repaid my friend with evil 

    or plundered my enemy without cause, 

5 let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it, 

    and let him trample my life to the ground 

    and lay my glory in the dust. Selah 

6 Arise, O LORD, in your anger; 

    lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; 

    awake for me; you have appointed a judgment. 

7 Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you; 

    over it return on high. 

8 The LORD judges the peoples; 

    judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness 

    and according to the integrity that is in me. 

9 Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 

    and may you establish the righteous— 

you who test the minds and hearts, 

    O righteous God! 
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10 My shield is with God, 

    who saves the upright in heart. 

11 God is a righteous judge, 

    and a God who feels indignation every day. 

12 If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; 

    he has bent and readied his bow; 

13 he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, 

    making his arrows fiery shafts. 

14 Behold, the wicked man conceives evil 

    and is pregnant with mischief 

    and gives birth to lies. 

15 He makes a pit, digging it out, 

    and falls into the hole that he has made. 

16 His mischief returns upon his own head, 

    and on his own skull his violence descends. 

17 I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his righteousness, 

    and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the Most High. 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 15 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

I Am the True Vine 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you 

are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 

the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so 

have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 

than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 

and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 

you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

The Hatred of the World 

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the 

world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 

they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 

they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 

been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 
24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but 

now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law 

must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 

proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because 

you have been with me from the beginning. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 
• Pray for the health of families at Christ Covenant and in your community. Pray for love, 

forgiveness, reconciliation and joy. 
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• Pray for parents at Christ Covenant and that God would give them the support they need to 

flourish in the community. Pray for wisdom to lead their children to become followers of 

Jesus. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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