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Formation Devotional 
April 24, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will 

praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. (Psalm 16:6-7) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers 

which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 

healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 823) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 10 

Why Do You Hide Yourself? 

Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? 

    Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 

2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; 

    let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 
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3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, 

    and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; 

    all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 

5 His ways prosper at all times; 

    your judgments are on high, out of his sight; 

    as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 

    throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 

7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 

    under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 

8 He sits in ambush in the villages; 

    in hiding places he murders the innocent. 

His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; 

9     he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 

he lurks that he may seize the poor; 

    he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 

10 The helpless are crushed, sink down, 

    and fall by his might. 

11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, 

    he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” 

12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; 

    forget not the afflicted. 

13 Why does the wicked renounce God 

    and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? 
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14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, 

    that you may take it into your hands; 

to you the helpless commits himself; 

    you have been the helper of the fatherless. 

15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; 

    call his wickedness to account till you find none. 

16 The LORD is king forever and ever; 

    the nations perish from his land. 

17 O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 

    you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 

18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

    so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 33 

The Command to Leave Sinai 

The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your 

offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the 

Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with 

milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-

necked people.” 
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4 When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For 

the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single 

moment I should go up among you, I would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, that I 

may know what to do with you.’” 6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their 

ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 

The Tent of Meeting 

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it 

the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which 

was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each 

would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9 When Moses entered 

the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would 

speak with Moses. 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the 

tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the LORD used to speak to 

Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his 

assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 

Moses' Intercession 

12 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know 

whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found 

favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your 

ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your 

people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, 

“If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I 

have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are 

distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” 

17 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found 

favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he 

said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 

LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 

mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And the LORD 

said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory passes 

by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 

Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 
Neighborhood 

 

• Thank God for Hope For the City and their affiliates that serve the poor and marginalized in 

the city. 
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• Thank God for giving us his Son, whose sacrificial love we seek to demonstrate by loving our 

neighbors in the city well. 

 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 

into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 

it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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