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Formation Devotional 
April 24, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

(Psalm 90:14) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 

your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 

treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 234) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. - 1 Peter 

1:3-5 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 9 

I Will Recount Your Wonderful Deeds 

To the choirmaster: according to Muth-labben. A Psalm of David. 

9 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 

    I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 

2 I will be glad and exult in you; 

    I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

3 When my enemies turn back, 

    they stumble and perish before your presence. 

4 For you have maintained my just cause; 

    you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 

5 You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked perish; 

    you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 

6 The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; 

    their cities you rooted out; 

    the very memory of them has perished. 

7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever; 

    he has established his throne for justice, 

8 and he judges the world with righteousness; 

    he judges the peoples with uprightness. 

9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 

    a stronghold in times of trouble. 

10 And those who know your name put their trust in you, 

    for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. 

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in Zion! 
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    Tell among the peoples his deeds! 

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 

    he does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 

13 Be gracious to me, O LORD! 

    See my affliction from those who hate me, 

    O you who lift me up from the gates of death, 

14 that I may recount all your praises, 

    that in the gates of the daughter of Zion 

    I may rejoice in your salvation. 

15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; 

    in the net that they hid, their own foot has been caught. 

16 The LORD has made himself known; he has executed judgment; 

    the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands. Higgaion. Selah 

17 The wicked shall return to Sheol, 

    all the nations that forget God. 

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

    and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 

19 Arise, O LORD! Let not man prevail; 

    let the nations be judged before you! 

20 Put them in fear, O LORD! 

    Let the nations know that they are but men! Selah 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 
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Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 16 

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of the 

synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 

God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have 

said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to 

him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 

things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 

you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the 

Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is 

judged. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever 

he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for 

he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that 

he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy 

16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So 

some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will 

not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 
18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking 

about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking 

yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while 

and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will 

rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she 

has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer 

remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have 

sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from 

you. 23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 

Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and 

you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
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I Have Overcome the World 

25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak 

to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my 

name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves 

you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father 

and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30 Now we 

know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that 

you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, 

indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I 

am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

 

• Pray for Hope for the City. That God would work mightily through the ministry team as it 

mobilizes prayer walks in the Covenant Road neighborhood and works with community 

affiliates for justice and mercy. 

• Pray for adults and youth in our city who are living with mental and physical disabilities—

that they would know their worth and importance in our society because of genuine 

friendships and relationships within their communities. 

• Pray for Christians to be united across churches and denominations to work together for the 

good of their neighborhoods. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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