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Formation Devotional 
April 28, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Return O my soul to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. (Psalm 116:7) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and advance us with your 

continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy 

Name, and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 

832) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 14 

The Fool Says, There Is No God 

To the choirmaster. Of David. 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 

    there is none who does good. 
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2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, 

    to see if there are any who understand, 

    who seek after God. 

3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 

    there is none who does good, 

    not even one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers 

    who eat up my people as they eat bread 

    and do not call upon the LORD? 

5 There they are in great terror, 

    for God is with the generation of the righteous. 

6 You would shame the plans of the poor, 

    but the LORD is his refuge. 

7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 

    When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 

    let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 35 
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Sabbath Regulations 

Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel and said to them, “These are the things 

that the LORD has commanded you to do. 2 Six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you 

shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to 

death. 3 You shall kindle no fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day.” 

Contributions for the Tabernacle 

4 Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the LORD has 

commanded. 5 Take from among you a contribution to the LORD. Whoever is of a generous heart, let 

him bring the LORD's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and 

fine twined linen; goats' hair, 7 tanned rams' skins, and goatskins; acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices 

for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the 

ephod and for the breastpiece. 

10 “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the LORD has commanded: 11 the 

tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the ark 

with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; 13 the table with its poles and all its utensils, 

and the bread of the Presence; 14 the lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and 

the oil for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant 

incense, and the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering, with its 

grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; 17 the hangings of the court, its 

pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs 

of the court, and their cords; 19 the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy 

garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.” 

20 Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21 And they 

came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the 

LORD's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy 

garments. 22 So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches 

and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man dedicating an offering 

of gold to the LORD. 23 And every one who possessed blue or purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or 

goats' hair or tanned rams' skins or goatskins brought them. 24 Everyone who could make a 

contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD's contribution. And every one who possessed 

acacia wood of any use in the work brought it. 25 And every skillful woman spun with her hands, and 

they all brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 26 All 

the women whose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats' hair. 27 And the leaders brought 

onyx stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the breastpiece, 28 and spices and oil for the 

light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the men and women, the people of 

Israel, whose heart moved them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by 

Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD. 
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Construction of the Tabernacle 

30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son 

of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with 

intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, 32 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold 

and silver and bronze, 33 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled 

craft. 34 And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of 

Dan. 35 He has filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or 

by an embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaver—by 

any sort of workman or skilled designer. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Gospel Identity 

 
• Thank God that he cares about us and listens to our worry, fear, sadness, and anger. 

• Thank God that we can cast all of our cares on him and experience Christ’s love that sustains 

us even in the midst of our trials. 

 
Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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