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Formation Devotional 
April 28, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 201) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our 

indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called 

us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been 

afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with 

courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins and his everlasting life, hear his words of 

pardoning grace and give thanks offering yourself to him in worship: Blessed is the one whose 

transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. “Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts 

no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover 

my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of 

my sin.”   (Psalm 32:1-2, 5) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 13 

How Long, O LORD? 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long must I take counsel in my soul 

    and have sorrow in my heart all the day? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; 

    light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” 

    lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken. 

5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

6 I will sing to the LORD, 

    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

New Testament Reading 
 

John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 18 
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Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where 

there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the 

place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and 

some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, 

“Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, 

who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and 

fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was 

to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then 

Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. 

(The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 

drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

Jesus Faces Annas and Caiaphas 

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 

First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 

It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the 

people. 

Peter Denies Jesus 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high 

priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. 

So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who 

kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are 

not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had 

made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also 

was with them, standing and warming himself. 

The High Priest Questions Jesus 

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I 

have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all 

Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard 

me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers 

standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus 

answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why 

do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Peter Denies Jesus Again 
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25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of 

his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a 

relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 

Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 

Jesus Before Pilate 

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early 

morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be 

defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do 

you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not 

have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your 

own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill 

the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

My Kingdom Is Not of This World 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35 

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 

What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 

this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But 

my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 

“You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to 

him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 39 But 

you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to 

release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now 

Barabbas was a robber. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Are there things causing you worry, fear, sadness, or anger? Pray that you would experience 

Christ’s love for you precisely in those places. 

• Pray for those around you to feel secure in the identity that God freely offers. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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