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Formation Devotional 
April 29, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in 

peace; at once I fall asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:7-8) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect 

love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this 

faith, and constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 251) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 16 

You Will Not Abandon My Soul 

A Miktam of David. 

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
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    I have no good apart from you.” 

3 As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, 

    in whom is all my delight. 

4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 

    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

    or take their names on my lips. 

5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 

6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; 

    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

    my flesh also dwells secure. 

10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

    or let your holy one see corruption. 

11 You make known to me the path of life; 

    in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 36 

“Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the LORD has put skill and intelligence to know 

how to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the 

LORD has commanded.” 

2 And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, 

everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work. 3 And they received from Moses all the 

contribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept 

bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4 so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of 

task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, 5 and said to Moses, “The people 

bring much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” 6 So 

Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do 

anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, 7 

for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more. 

8 And all the craftsmen among the workmen made the tabernacle with ten curtains. They were made 

of fine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns, with cherubim skillfully worked. 9 The 

length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. All the 

curtains were the same size. 

10 He coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he coupled to one another. 11 He 

made loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain of the first set. Likewise he made them on the 

edge of the outermost curtain of the second set. 12 He made fifty loops on the one curtain, and he made 

fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was in the second set. The loops were opposite one another. 
13 And he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains one to the other with clasps. So the 

tabernacle was a single whole. 

14 He also made curtains of goats' hair for a tent over the tabernacle. He made eleven curtains. 15 The 

length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven 

curtains were the same size. 16 He coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves. 
17 And he made fifty loops on the edge of the outermost curtain of the one set, and fifty loops on the 

edge of the other connecting curtain. 18 And he made fifty clasps of bronze to couple the tent together 

that it might be a single whole. 19 And he made for the tent a covering of tanned rams' skins and 

goatskins. 

20 Then he made the upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 21 Ten cubits was the length of a 

frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 22 Each frame had two tenons for fitting 

together. He did this for all the frames of the tabernacle. 23 The frames for the tabernacle he made thus: 

twenty frames for the south side. 24 And he made forty bases of silver under the twenty frames, two 

bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons. 25 For 

the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twenty frames 26 and their forty bases of 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

silver, two bases under one frame and two bases under the next frame. 27 For the rear of the tabernacle 

westward he made six frames. 28 He made two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear. 29 And 

they were separate beneath but joined at the top, at the first ring. He made two of them this way for 

the two corners. 30 There were eight frames with their bases of silver: sixteen bases, under every frame 

two bases. 

31 He made bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 32 and five bars for 

the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the tabernacle at the rear 

westward. 33 And he made the middle bar to run from end to end halfway up the frames. 34 And he 

overlaid the frames with gold, and made their rings of gold for holders for the bars, and overlaid the 

bars with gold. 

35 He made the veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; with cherubim skillfully 

worked into it he made it. 36 And for it he made four pillars of acacia and overlaid them with gold. 

Their hooks were of gold, and he cast for them four bases of silver. 37 He also made a screen for the 

entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with 

needlework, 38 and its five pillars with their hooks. He overlaid their capitals, and their fillets were of 

gold, but their five bases were of bronze. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Church Community 

 

• Thank God for appointing elders into servant-leadership; thank him for their faithful 

oversight and spiritual care for the congregation. 

• Thank God for giving Christians around the world boldness to share their faith amidst 

potentially life-threatening circumstances. 

• Thank God for all the churches in your neighborhood. For blessing their ministries and using 

each one uniquely for the good of our city and to his glory. 

 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 

 

Benediction 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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