
 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  1 

Formation Devotional 
April 6, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening 

sacrifice. (Psalm 141:2) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we may 

so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the 

goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 825) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 132 

The LORD Has Chosen Zion 

A Song of Ascents. 

Remember, O LORD, in David's favor, 

    all the hardships he endured, 

2 how he swore to the LORD 
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    and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 

3 “I will not enter my house 

    or get into my bed, 

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 

    or slumber to my eyelids, 

5 until I find a place for the LORD, 

    a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 

    we found it in the fields of Jaar. 

7 “Let us go to his dwelling place; 

    let us worship at his footstool!” 

8 Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 

    you and the ark of your might. 

9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, 

    and let your saints shout for joy. 

10 For the sake of your servant David, 

    do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 

11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath 

    from which he will not turn back: 

“One of the sons of your body 

    I will set on your throne. 

12 If your sons keep my covenant 

    and my testimonies that I shall teach them, 

their sons also forever 

    shall sit on your throne.” 
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13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

    he has desired it for his dwelling place: 

14 “This is my resting place forever; 

    here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

    I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

    and her saints will shout for joy. 

17 There I will make a horn to sprout for David; 

    I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. 

18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 

    but on him his crown will shine.” 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 19 

Israel at Mount Sinai 

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they 

came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, 

and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went 

up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of 

Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 

voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you 

shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD 

had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we 

will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9 And the LORD said to Moses, 

“Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and 

may also believe you forever.” 

When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD, 10 the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people 

and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments 11 and be ready for the 

third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 
12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain 

or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 13 No hand shall touch 

him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds 

a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.” 14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the 

people and consecrated the people; and they washed their garments. 15 And he said to the people, “Be 

ready for the third day; do not go near a woman.” 

16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the 

mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses 

brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the 

mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. 

The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19 And as 

the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. 20 

The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the 

top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 

21 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to 

look and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who come near to the LORD consecrate 

themselves, lest the LORD break out against them.” 23 And Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot 

come up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the mountain and 

consecrate it.’” 24 And the LORD said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you. But do 

not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest he break out against 

them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and told them. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Work 

 

• Praise God that the same resurrection power that raised Christ from the dead is living and 

active today even amidst difficult situations you may encounter in your day-to-day work. 

• Thank God for his Holy Spirit, who guides us through our workday, remembering that we are 

always in his hand and ever walking in his sight. 
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Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 

kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 

breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. (BCP 70) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

