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Formation Devotional 
April 7, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Most loving Father, whose will it is for us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing but the loss of 

you, and to cast all our care on you who care for us: Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly 

anxieties, that no clouds of this mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, 

and which you have manifested to us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 216) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, though being in very nature God, when you came to redeem us you humbled 

yourself and made yourself nothing. Though you were rich, for our sakes you became poor, so that 

through your poverty we might become rich. We confess how unlike you we are in our attitudes and 

actions. We strive for recognition from others, and we sulk and become bitter if we do not get it. We 

attend to our own needs and concerns yet fail to care for others except when it serves our purposes. 

Forgive us our sin and renew our hearts. Grant us to realize that we only achieve greatness and gain 

our lives by giving them away. Work in us by the power of your Spirit so that we become more like 

you and so bring glory to our Father in heaven. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord…Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith.”  (Philippians 3:1, 8-9) 
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Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 133 

When Brothers Dwell in Unity 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

    when brothers dwell in unity! 

2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down on the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down on the collar of his robes! 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion! 

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 

    life forevermore. 

New Testament Reading 
 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 3 

You Must Be Born Again 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 
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these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 

man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 

is born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 

Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told 

you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one 

has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 

For God So Loved the World 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does 

what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 

God.” 

John the Baptist Exalts Christ 

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them 

and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, 

and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they 

came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore 

witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive 

even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 

not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 

friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. 

Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 

earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and 

heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that 
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God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 

measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the 

Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 

him. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Pray that Christians at Christ Covenant would be formed more and more into Christ's image 

through the practices of devotion, worship, accountability, hospitality, and rest. 

• Pray that God would make you ready to share the reason for your hope within with those 

around you. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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