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Formation Devotional 
April 8, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who 

watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

(Psalm 121:2-4) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect 

love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this 

faith, and constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 251) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 136 

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  2 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

4 to him who alone does great wonders, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

6 to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

7 to him who made the great lights, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

8 the sun to rule over the day, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

10 to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

11 and brought Israel out from among them, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

12 with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

13 to him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

14 and made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
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15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

16 to him who led his people through the wilderness, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

17 to him who struck down great kings, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

18 and killed mighty kings, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

20 and Og, king of Bashan, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

21 and gave their land as a heritage, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

22 a heritage to Israel his servant, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

23 It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

24 and rescued us from our foes, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

25 he who gives food to all flesh, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
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Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Exodus 21 

Laws About Slaves 

 “Now these are the rules that you shall set before them. 2 When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall 

serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing. 3 If he comes in single, he shall go 

out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. 4 If his master gives him a wife 

and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go 

out alone. 5 But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out 

free,’ 6 then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And 

his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever. 

7 “When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. 8 If she does not 

please her master, who has designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall 

have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her. 9 If he designates her 

for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. 10 If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not 

diminish her food, her clothing, or her marital rights. 11 And if he does not do these three things for 

her, she shall go out for nothing, without payment of money. 

12 “Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. 13 But if he did not lie in wait for him, 

but God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place to which he may flee. 14 But if a 

man willfully attacks another to kill him by cunning, you shall take him from my altar, that he may 

die. 

15 “Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death. 

16 “Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death. 

17 “Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death. 

18 “When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist and the man does not die 

but takes to his bed, 19 then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff, he who struck 

him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed. 
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20 “When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies under his hand, he 

shall be avenged. 21 But if the slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the slave is his 

money. 

22 “When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, but there is no 

harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman's husband shall impose on him, and he 

shall pay as the judges determine. 23 But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, 24 eye for eye, 

tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

26 “When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go 

free because of his eye. 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall let the slave 

go free because of his tooth. 

28 “When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the ox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not be 

eaten, but the owner of the ox shall not be liable. 29 But if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the 

past, and its owner has been warned but has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall 

be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to death. 30 If a ransom is imposed on him, then he shall give 

for the redemption of his life whatever is imposed on him. 31 If it gores a man's son or daughter, he 

shall be dealt with according to this same rule. 32 If the ox gores a slave, male or female, the owner 

shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. 

Laws About Restitution 

33 “When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey 

falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its owner, and the 

dead beast shall be his. 

35 “When one man's ox butts another's, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and share its 

price, and the dead beast also they shall share. 36 Or if it is known that the ox has been accustomed to 

gore in the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he shall repay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall be 

his. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Church Community 

 
• Thank God for the leaders in our church, for those who lead and support Shepherding & 

Growth Groups so that people can experience Jesus in a transformative way. 

• Thank God for building his one true church so Christians can walk alongside each other 

during times of joy and suffering. 

• Thank God for making us in his image and uniquely gifting each of us for different ministries. 

Thank him for the spiritual gifts he has endowed you to serve him and others. 
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Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 

kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 

breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. (BCP 70) 

 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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