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Formation Devotional 
April 9, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the 

Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

splendor into it. (Revelation 21:23-24) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the 

splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the 

mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. (BCP 836) 

 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 

1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 138 

Give Thanks to the LORD 

Of David. 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

    before the gods I sing your praise; 
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2 I bow down toward your holy temple 

    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

    for you have exalted above all things 

    your name and your word. 

3 On the day I called, you answered me; 

    my strength of soul you increased. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, 

    for they have heard the words of your mouth, 

5 and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 

    for great is the glory of the LORD. 

6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, 

    but the haughty he knows from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

    you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

    and your right hand delivers me. 

8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 

    your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 

    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

 
Exodus tells the story of the enslavement of God’s people by the Egyptians. God raises up a deliverer 

named Moses to lead His people out of Egypt, but the Egyptians resist, and God answers with the ten 

plagues. Exodus also contains the Ten Commandments and instructions for a tent where God would 

meet His people. This was called the tent of Moses, or the tabernacle. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 
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Exodus 22 

“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and four 

sheep for a sheep. 2  If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no 

bloodguilt for him, 3 but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall surely 

pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen beast is found alive in his 

possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay double. 

5 “If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another 

man's field, he shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own vineyard. 

6 “If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field is 

consumed, he who started the fire shall make full restitution. 

7 “If a man gives to his neighbor money or goods to keep safe, and it is stolen from the man's house, 

then, if the thief is found, he shall pay double. 8 If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall 

come near to God to show whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbor's property. 9 For every 

breach of trust, whether it is for an ox, for a donkey, for a sheep, for a cloak, or for any kind of lost 

thing, of which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall come before God. The one whom 

God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor. 

10 “If a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep safe, and it dies or 

is injured or is driven away, without anyone seeing it, 11 an oath by the LORD shall be between them 

both to see whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbor's property. The owner shall accept the 

oath, and he shall not make restitution. 12 But if it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its 

owner. 13 If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He shall not make restitution for what has 

been torn. 

14 “If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured or dies, the owner not being with it, he 

shall make full restitution. 15 If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired, it 

came for its hiring fee. 

Laws About Social Justice 

16 “If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price for 

her and make her his wife. 17 If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal 

to the bride-price for virgins. 

18 “You shall not permit a sorceress to live. 

19 “Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death. 

20 “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction. 
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21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 
22 You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to 

me, I will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your 

wives shall become widows and your children fatherless. 

25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender 

to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor's cloak in pledge, 

you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27 for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak 

for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate. 

28 “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 

29 “You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. 

The firstborn of your sons you shall give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with 

your sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it to me. 

31 “You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the 

field; you shall throw it to the dogs. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 
Relationships 

 

• Thank God for the close friendships in your life in which you can love, counsel, and pray for 

one another. 

• Thank God for giving us the greatest friendship: a love that laid down his life for his friends. 

• Thank him for our union with Christ and how the Spirit transforms us to become more like 

Jesus in our friendships. 

 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 

kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 

breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. (BCP 70) 

 

Benediction 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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