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Formation Devotional 
April 9, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, who stretched out his arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone 

might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 

the honor of your Name. Amen. (BCP 58) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, though being in very nature God, when you came to redeem us you humbled 

yourself and made yourself nothing. Though you were rich, for our sakes you became poor, so that 

through your poverty we might become rich. We confess how unlike you we are in our attitudes and 

actions. We strive for recognition from others, and we sulk and become bitter if we do not get it. We 

attend to our own needs and concerns yet fail to care for others except when it serves our purposes. 

Forgive us our sin and renew our hearts. Grant us to realize that we only achieve greatness and gain 

our lives by giving them away. Work in us by the power of your Spirit so that we become more like 

you and so bring glory to our Father in heaven. Amen. 

 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord…Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith.”  (Philippians 3:1, 8-9) 

 

Praying the Psalms 
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Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 137 

How Shall We Sing the LORD's Song? 

By the waters of Babylon, 

    there we sat down and wept, 

    when we remembered Zion. 

2 On the willows there 

    we hung up our lyres. 

3 For there our captors 

    required of us songs, 

and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 

    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How shall we sing the LORD's song 

    in a foreign land? 

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

    let my right hand forget its skill! 

6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, 

    if I do not remember you, 

if I do not set Jerusalem 

    above my highest joy! 

7 Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites 

    the day of Jerusalem, 

how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, 

    down to its foundations!” 

8 O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, 
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    blessed shall he be who repays you 

    with what you have done to us! 

9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones 

    and dashes them against the rock! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
John’s gospel is reflective and geared for the Greek reader. The famous first line, “In the beginning 

was the Word . . .” sets the stage for an account that not only reveals that Jesus is the Son of God but 

also refutes the pagan mystery religions that were beginning to flourish around him. John exhorts his 

readers from the beginning that Jesus is the lens through which to see all of creation, and he ends his 

gospel by saying that even creation could not contain all of the things that Jesus did. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

John 5 

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five 

roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was 

there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that 

he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man 

answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I 

am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 

And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, 

and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, 

that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 

you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, 

for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple 

and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man 

went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were 

persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My 

Father is working until now, and I am working.” 
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Jesus Is Equal with God 

18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the 

Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

The Authority of the Son 

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only 

what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20 For the 

Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he 

show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the 

Son gives life to whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 

that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not 

honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 

who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 

the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 

the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he 

is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 

hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 

have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

Witnesses to Jesus 

30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own 

will but the will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 

There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is 

true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is 

from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and 

you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that 

of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, 

bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne 

witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not 

have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search the 

Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about 

me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I 

know that you do not have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you 

do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, 

when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 45 

Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you 

have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you 

do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

 
• Pray for three of your friends by name. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him. 

• Ask God to reveal to you if there are any friends you can encourage in their faith. Pray that He 

would reveal them to you and give you the words, wisdom and compassion to share. 

• Pray that God would make you a loving, encouraging and hospitable friend that is quick to 

listen and extend compassion. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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