Formation Devotional
February 10, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in
whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening
sacrifice. (Psalm 141:2)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all
other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common
good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations
of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP
261)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 58
God Who Judges the Earth
To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of David.
Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods?
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Do you judge the children of man uprightly?
2

No, in your hearts you devise wrongs;
your hands deal out violence on earth.

3

The wicked are estranged from the womb;
they go astray from birth, speaking lies.

4

They have venom like the venom of a serpent,
like the deaf adder that stops its ear,

5

so that it does not hear the voice of charmers
or of the cunning enchanter.

6

O God, break the teeth in their mouths;
tear out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD!

7

Let them vanish like water that runs away;
when he aims his arrows, let them be blunted.

8

Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime,
like the stillborn child who never sees the sun.

9

Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns,
whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away!

10

The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance;
he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked.

11

Mankind will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous;
surely there is a God who judges on earth.”

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
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know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 29
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel
Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east. As he looked, he saw a
well in the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were
watered. The stone on the well's mouth was large, and when all the flocks were gathered there, the
shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, and put the stone
back in its place over the mouth of the well.
2

3

Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where do you come from?” They said, “We are from Haran.” He
said to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” He said to them,
“Is it well with him?” They said, “It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep!”
He said, “Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the
sheep and go, pasture them.” But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and
the stone is rolled from the mouth of the well; then we water the sheep.”
4
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While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a
shepherdess. Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the
sheep of Laban his mother's brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth and
watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. And
Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's kinsman, and that he was Rebekah's son, and she ran and
told her father.
9
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As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister's son, he ran to meet him and embraced him
and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, and Laban said to
him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh!” And he stayed with him a month.
13

14

Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?
Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was
Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah's eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in
form and appearance. Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, “I will serve you seven years for your
younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her
to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but
a few days because of the love he had for her.
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Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So
Laban gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast. But in the evening he took his
daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. (Laban gave his female servant
Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob
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said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then
have you deceived me?” Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the
firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me
another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel to be his wife. (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her
servant.) So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for
another seven years.
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Jacob's Children
When the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. And Leah
conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, “Because the LORD has
looked upon my affliction; for now my husband will love me.” She conceived again and bore a son,
and said, “Because the LORD has heard that I am hated, he has given me this son also.” And she called
his name Simeon. Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will be
attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi. And she
conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she called his
name Judah. Then she ceased bearing.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Work
•
•
•

Think back over your day and thank God for specific ways you have experienced his presence
in your work.
Praise God for his sovereignty over all circumstances and that you can experience deep rest
even in the midst of uncertainty.
Thank God that you can trust him to actively weave the struggles and discomfort at your
workplace to fulfill his greater plan.

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way,
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. (BCP 70)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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