Formation Devotional
February 12, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who
watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
(Psalm 121:2-4)

Opening Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this
church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy
Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 62
My Soul Waits for God Alone
To the choirmaster: according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David.
For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from him comes my salvation.
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He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.
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How long will all of you attack a man
to batter him,
like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?

4

They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in falsehood.

They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly they curse. Selah
5

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from him.
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He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

7

On God rests my salvation and my glory;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.

8

Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before him;
God is a refuge for us. Selah

9

Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a delusion;

in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter than a breath.
10

Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on robbery;
if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
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Once God has spoken;
twice have I heard this:

that power belongs to God,
12

and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.

For you will render to a man
according to his work.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 31
Jacob Flees from Laban
Now Jacob heard that the sons of Laban were saying, “Jacob has taken all that was our father's, and
from what was our father's he has gained all this wealth.” And Jacob saw that Laban did not regard
him with favor as before. Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to
your kindred, and I will be with you.”
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So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where his flock was and said to them, “I see
that your father does not regard me with favor as he did before. But the God of my father has been
with me. You know that I have served your father with all my strength, yet your father has cheated
me and changed my wages ten times. But God did not permit him to harm me. If he said, ‘The
spotted shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be your
wages,’ then all the flock bore striped. Thus God has taken away the livestock of your father and
given them to me. In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream that the
goats that mated with the flock were striped, spotted, and mottled. Then the angel of God said to me
in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats
that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all that Laban is doing to
you. I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now arise, go out
from this land and return to the land of your kindred.’” Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

3

him, “Is there any portion or inheritance left to us in our father's house? Are we not regarded by him
as foreigners? For he has sold us, and he has indeed devoured our money. All the wealth that God
has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now then, whatever God has said
to you, do.”
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So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels. He drove away all his livestock, all his
property that he had gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in Paddan-aram, to
go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel stole her
father's household gods. And Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean, by not telling him that he intended
to flee. He fled with all that he had and arose and crossed the Euphrates, and set his face toward the
hill country of Gilead.
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When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, he took his kinsmen with him and
pursued him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. But God
came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to
Jacob, either good or bad.”
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And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban with his
kinsmen pitched tents in the hill country of Gilead. And Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done,
that you have tricked me and driven away my daughters like captives of the sword? Why did you
flee secretly and trick me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent you away with mirth and
songs, with tambourine and lyre? And why did you not permit me to kiss my sons and my
daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. It is in my power to do you harm. But the God of
your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or
bad.’ And now you have gone away because you longed greatly for your father's house, but why did
you steal my gods?” Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you
would take your daughters from me by force. Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live.
In the presence of our kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it.” Now Jacob did not
know that Rachel had stolen them.
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So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but
he did not find them. And he went out of Leah's tent and entered Rachel's. Now Rachel had taken
the household gods and put them in the camel's saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent,
but did not find them. And she said to her father, “Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise before
you, for the way of women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the household gods.
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Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to Laban, “What is my offense? What is my
sin, that you have hotly pursued me? For you have felt through all my goods; what have you found
of all your household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may decide
between us two. These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats have
not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. What was torn by wild beasts I did not
bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or
stolen by night. There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled
from my eyes. These twenty years I have been in your house. I served you fourteen years for your
two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed my wages ten times. If the God of
my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you
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would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and
rebuked you last night.”
Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my
children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day for these my
daughters or for their children whom they have borne? Come now, let us make a covenant, you and
I. And let it be a witness between you and me.” So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. And
Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there
by the heap. Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. Laban said, “This heap is a
witness between you and me today.” Therefore he named it Galeed, and Mizpah, for he said, “The
LORD watch between you and me, when we are out of one another's sight. If you oppress my
daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see, God is witness
between you and me.”
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Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and me. This
heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will
not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. The God of Abraham and the God of
Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac, and
Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country and called his kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and
spent the night in the hill country.
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Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them.
Then Laban departed and returned home.
55

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Church Community
•
•
•

Thank God for the pastor who leads our church and serves our congregation with grace and
wisdom.
Thank God for giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us as we share our faith.
Thank God for sending church planters to Palmetto Presbytery and for equipping them to be
effective in their urban ministry.

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way,
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. (BCP 70)
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Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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